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Sparks 


The First Million 
Barney Poses Poser 
McNamara Bets Back 
Millionaires of the Air 
+ ee < 


Ry 
Chris Sinsabaugh 







OW FAR is a million miles? 
Somewhat ambiguous, that 
yntence, but none other than 
Barney Oldfield 
—‘You Know 
Me” Oldfield — 
retired racing 
champion who 
now runs the 
Barney Oldfield 
Country Club in 
Los Angeles, 
which features a 
six-bartender bar 
as one of its at- 
tractions, asks. 
Barney is a 
skeptic as re- 
ards these million-mile records 
ad, in a letter to this column, he 
trows a verbal monkey wrench 
nto the gear boxes of the claim- 
ats for such records. According 
» Barney, a million miles is 
urder to make than a million 
dllars. But read his letter and 
te conductor will carry on later. 
lb him it sounds a controversial 
wbject and if there are any dis- 
greers with Oldfield let them file 
teir claims. Barney writes: 







luney Oldfield 


* * * 


‘DEAR OLD CHRIS: Here’s 
me for the end book. In the last 
wuple of years I have read of 
iifferent people who claimed to 
uve driven more’n a_ million 
niles in automobiles. O, yeah! 
Well, I have been asked many 
imes how many miles I figured I 
‘ave driven. It is easy to say I 
‘ave driven over a million, just as 
“sy as it used to be for John W. 
vates to say, ‘I’ll betcha a million 
dollars,’ 


, lf you were to ask some of 
“ese ‘million-aire’ claimants to 
ell you just how many years 
“ey have been driving an auto- 
‘Nobile, and then how far they 
“ve driven or how many miles 
“ey drove each year, it might 
um up a great many miles less 
“an a million, eh? 

, For instance, myself. I started 
“ving in 1902. You won’t have 
‘use many pencils to figure how 
“any miles I covered in my first 
‘years of driving—100,000 would 
* putting in plenty miles. And 
‘See SPARKS, Page 27, Col. 1) 
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Conference Table 


By 162 Votes to 80 | 


Decision Reverses Balloting | 
Held in Advance of 
“Town Hall’ Meeting 


By Mel Adams 
Staff Correspondent 


CHICAGO.—With the pass- | 
ing of the deadline for returns 
from a mail poll which it con- 
ducted, the Chicago Auto- 
mobile Trade Assn. announced 
this week that the conference 
table method of improving dealer 
and factory relationships won 
over licensing legislation and 
regulation by a 2 to 1 vote among 
Cook county dealers. 





A total of 342 dealers sent in 
ballots, and 162 of them favored 
the conference table procedure, 
while 80 voted for licensing legis- 
lation. 

The result recalls an earlier poll 
wherein a_ slight majority de- 
clared for licensing. At the time, 
however, since many dealers ex- 
pressed a desire to know more 
about legislation and withheld 
their decision, the CATA decided 
to stage a “Town Hall” meeting to 
present both sides of the subject. 

Attended by some 500 dealers, 
the gathering was addressed by 
Harry Meixell, legislative man- 
ager of the Automobile Manu- 
facturers Assn., who defended the 
factory-dealer conference  pro- 
cedure, and by Louis Milan, 
executive secretary of the Wis- 
consin Automotive Trades Assn., | 
who spoke for licensing. 

This unique method of bringing 

(See LICENSING, Page, 8, Col. 5) 


Anti-Diversion 
Forees Win in 
2 More States 


WASHINGTON.—Anti-diversion 
and deferred registration legisla- 
tion, designed in the interest of the 
motorist, has been passed by four 
state legislatures, according to re- 
ports coming into the national 
capital. 

Proposed constitutional amend- | 
ments dedicating highway-user tax 
receipts to highway financing have 
been approved by the Nevada and 
South Dakota legislatures. In these 
states the amendments now go to 
the voters. If the action of Nevada 
and South Dakota voters is similar 
to that of voters in seven other 
states, where similar amendments 
already have been passed, they will 
approve them by a large majority. 

Bills deferring the registration 
of motor vehicles from the usual 
Jan. 1 date have recently become 
law in Georgia and Wisconsin. In 
both states, however, the measures 
were temporary, applying to 1939 
registrations only. Georgia’s reg- 
istration date was set up to Feb. 1 
and Wisconsin’s to Mar. 15. 
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HOST AT STUDEBAKER’S dealer-distributor meeting in Detroit this week, 
at which details were given on Studebaker’s new low-priced Champion, was | 


Scott Fletcher, sales manager of Studebaker, left, shown here with 
Brooks, president, Studebaker of Canada. 
dealer meetings throughout the United States. 


Dealer Problems ‘Clinic’ 


| 


Mal S. 
Fletcher 





is conducting a series of | 


SPRING SALES PACE UP SHARPLY 


Chicago Dealers Vote 2 to 1 Against Licensing 


March Continuing 


Upswing Started 
In Late February 


Boost in Production Seen 
To Meet Increased 
Retail Demand 


By William C. Callahan 
Managing Editor 

DETROIT.—March came in 
like a lion so far as automotive 
sales are concerned, and fac- 
tory executives are confident 
that it will be the exception 
| which— according to legend— 
| proves the rule, in that best in- 
formation reveals no likelihood 
j that the month will go out like a 
lamb. 

Based upon the heavy selling in 


To Feature NADA Conclave iti:‘tna Teaay period of Febru: 


DETROIT.—Members of the Na- | 
tional Automobile Dealers Assn. 
attending the 22nd annual conven- 
tion in San Francisco, Apr. 17-20, 
will devote the major part of the 
program to a “clinic” on the pres- 
ent condition of the automobile 
business. 

The clinic will be based on a 
three-fold program. At the ses- 
sion on Tuesday, Apr. 18, the re- 
lations between the factories and 
the dealers will be presented by 
speakers for their respective di- 
visions of the industry, and at the 
close of each members will par- 
ticipate in an open forum. 

On Wednesday morning, the 
program will be devoted to the 
problems of the metropolitan 
areas. 

“Correction of our problems 
through mutual co-operation is 
one of the goals in our program 


|for the year,” explains President 


J. W. Roby, of Shreveport, La. 
“As an outgrowth of a suggestion 


|advanced last year by Alfred P. 


Sloan jr., of General Motors Corp. 


| we have appointed a special com- 


mittee on commercial and public 
relations, composed of represent- 
ative dealers in each line who 


will be available for conference 
and discussion purposes in con- 
nection with 
problems.” 


common industry 





The Top Ten 
PASSENGER CARS 


First Ten in Registrations as 
Reported in AN Today: 


1939 1938 
Pos. Make Pos. 
1—46,219 Chevrolet 34,547— 2 
2—37,830 Ford 36,120— 1 
3—27,764 Plymouth 16,637— 3 
4—14,438 Dodge 7,329— 5 
5—14,418 Buick 10,255— 4 
6—10,359 Olds. 6,136— 7 
7—10,317 Pontiac 6,916— 6 
8— 5,400 Chrysler 3,561— 8 
9— 4,315 Mercury oy 
10— 3,943 Nash 2,773 —12 


Total All Makes 
194,326 141,350 


standings of all 
see Page 20, this issue 


For complete 
makes, 





The guest speaker at the ban- 
quet, Apr. 19, will be W. E. Holler, 
general sales manager of Chevro- 
let. His subject will be “My Con- 
ception of a Quality Dealer Pro- 
gram”, 

An important speaker in gen- 
eral sessions will be Judge Wilbur 
M. Alter, of Denver, who will dis- 
cuss the recent decision of the 
NLRB, arising out of a dispute 
between the Denver Automobile 
Dealers Assn. and the Mechanics 
Union. 

The NADA convention is being 
held at the scene of the Golden 
Gate Exposition, but aside from 
the entertainment in connection 
with it, there is a practical fea- 
ture offered the dealers in the 
texhibits of Ford, General Motors, 
and Chrysler. 

William L. Hughson, chairman 
of National Auto Day at the Ex- 
position, has arranged a parade of 
cars that have appeared on the 
highways in the past 25 years. The 
parade will take place on Treasure 
Island, with drivers at the wheel 
wearing the motoring costumes 
of each period. 


ary, which has carried on into the 
current month, production sched- 
ules at major plants are being 
stepped upward to meet the in- 
crease in demand which is ex- 
pected to develop as weather im- 
proves. 

Production during the current 
week ran about 6,000 units above 
the previous week and further in- 


to used car 





Quick sales key 
profits—Page 23. 


creases in the weeks to come are 
indicated. Ford Motor Co. re- 
ported sales during the closing 10- 
days of February as 40 percent 
above the same period a year ago, 
bringing the company’s total of 
V-8’s, Mercury 8 and commercial 
car units to 45,615 for the month, 
which was 25 percent better than 
the previous year. 

General Motors’ retail sales 
during February were placed at 
83,251 against 88,865 in January 
and 62,831 in February, 1938. All 
units, including Chevrolet, Buick, 
Oldsmobile, Pontiac and Cadillac, 
reported good increases in the 
closing 10 days of the month. This 

(See CAR SALES, Page 2, Col. 5) 





20,000 Expected to Attend 
Machine, Tool Exposition 


DETROIT. — Vanguard of the 
country’s manufacturing execu- 
tives will arrive in Detroit Sun- 
day to attend the Machine and 
Tool Progress Exhibition and take 
part in the convention activities 
of the American Society of Tool 
Engineers next week. About 50,000 
executives, production engineers 
and machine tool manufacturers 
and designers are expected here 
during the week. 

The show, largest of its kind 
ever held in Detroit, will open 
officially Tuesday morning. Pre- 
ceding this on Monday afternoon 
and evening will be a preview to 
which the country’s leading indus- 
trial executives, legislators, edu- 
cators and ministers have been in- 
vited. 

Highpoint of Monday’s gather- 
ing will be a dinner at Convention 


Hall, sponsored by a committee 
composed of K. T. Keller, chair- 
man; Edsel Ford, president, Ford 
Motor Co.; W. S. Knudsen, presi- 
dent, General Motors Corp.; and 
Alvan Macauley, president, Pack- 
ard Motor Car Co. At this dinner 
will be presented the first report 
of the fact finding committee of 
the American Society of Tool En- 
gineers, which has been engaged 
in making a study of what effect 
the “machine” has been having on 
employment and standard of liv- 
ing. The factual presentation, to be 
presented by Committee Chairman 
John M. Younger, professor of in- 
dustrial engineering, Ohio State 
University, is to be followed by an 
interpretive discussion by Harold 


|G. Moulton, president, the Brook- 
} (See ASTE, Page 6, Col. 5) 
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Huge Automotive Benefits from N.Y. Fair Foreseen 


Car Sales Form Big Part 
Of 10,000,000,000 Turnover 


By Bethune Jones 
Staff Correspondent 
NEW YORK.— The automotive 
industry will be among the prin- 
cipal beneficiaries of the 10- 
billion-dollar nationwide business 
impetus anticipated from the New 
York World’s Fair. 


On the basis of an analysis of 
standard trade statistics and rec- 
ords of business generated by 
other world’s fairs, Manager 
Grover A. Whalen this week pre- 
dicted the exposition will stimu- 
late a  $10,000,000,000 business 
turnover throughout the country, 
and that fair visitors will spend 
$1,000,000,000 in New York City. 
Of the latter figure, it is estimated 
only seven cents of each dollar 
will be taken in at the fair, the 
balance to be spent in the city. 

Most apparent automotive bene- 
fits of the fair will be the auto- 
mobile sales fillip in the New 
York metropolitan area, resulting 
from circulating fair dollars, and 
general automotive interest in- 
cited by fair exhibits of the “Big 
Three” and numerous feeder in- 
dustries. 

In attempting to measure the 
potential share of the automotive 
industry in the figures announced 
by Whalen, observers recall the 
trend which marked the 1933 
Chicago fair. Automobile sales in 
the Chicago area for that year ran 
approximately 40 percent ahead of 
the preceding year, as contrasted 
with a 17 percent gain for the 
nation as a whole. 

New York area sales gains this 
year are expected to top the Chi- 
cago increase on the basis of far 
better prevailing business con- 
ditions as compared with the 1933 
situation. 

Besides the certainty that many 
ef the dollars placed in circulation 
because of the fair will subse- 
quently find their way into auto- 
mobile sales channels, public 
automotive interest will rise as a 
result of the $10,000,000 expended 
by General Motors, Chrysler and 


Nash Sales Rise 
102.5% In Closing 
Week of February 


DETROIT.—Continuing to rise 
sharply in the face of a down- 
ward seasonal trend, sales of new 
Nash cars during the last eight 
days of February were 102.5 per- 
cent above the same period last 
year, it was revealed Friday by 
W. A. Blees, general sales manag- 


er, Nash Motors Division, Nash-| 


Kelvinator Corp. 


Sales during the period, Blees| 


said, totaled 1,371 new cars, as 
compared with 677 units during 
the final period of February, 1938. 
The last eight-day period also 


showed a gain of 8.29 percent over | 


the last 11 days of January, 1939, 
when 1,266 new cars were sold. 

Complete returns for February, 
he said, show total sales of 3,503 
new cars, as compared with 2,282 
units in February, 1938, an in- 
crease of 53.5 percent. 

Used car stocks in the hands of 


Nash dealers as of Mar. 1 indi-| 


cate that the dealers are entering 
the spring selling season in the 
best position they have enjoyed in 
years, Blees_ declared. During 
February, 8,952 used cars were 
sold by Nash dealers, with the 


the last eight days when sales 
increased 29.5 per cent over the 
same period of 1938. 


Tennessee Bill Raises 
Limit on Truck Weight 
NASHVILLE, Tenn.—The Ten- 
nessee house reconsidered legisla- 
tion rejected some days ago and 
this week passed a new bill rais- 
ing maximum limit on_ trucks 
from 18,000 to 24,000 pounds. The 
registration tax was raised to 


$225. 

















'Ford in buildings and equipment 


at the fair. The “Big Three” auto- 


motive exhibits are expected to | 


attract at least 20,000,000 persons, 
or about one-third of the entire 


|anticipated fair attendance. 


Other Motor Exhibits 


Automotive interest will be fur- 
ther heightened by exhibits of 


Firestone and Goodrich, as well as | 


numerous other displays by ma- 


jor suppliers of original and re- | 


placement automotive equipment, 
all of which will emphasize the 
importance of the motor vehicle 
in progressing toward the civiliza- 
tion of tomorrow. 

The combined automotive fair 
displays, it is predicted, will be 
the most extensive ever presented 
in a collective exhibition, with at- 
tention given each part of a mo- 
tor vehicle from tiny bolt to tire. 

The Ford Motor Co. building 
will be distinguished by a _ half- 
mile “Road of Tomorrow” wind- 
ing through the grounds and 
around the building itself; visitors 
will tour this in cars. 


The General Motors Corp. build- | 
ing will have “Highways and | 
| Wood, Rumford, 
theme. The building will include | 


Horizons of Tomorrow” as _ its 


a full-size street intersection of 
the future. 

Details of the Chrysler Motor 
Co. exhibits have not been fully 
revealed, but it is promised they 
will be ‘‘most unusual.” The fair’s 
Transportation Focal Exhibit will 
occupy a part of the Chrysler 
building. Designed by Raymond 
Loewy, this exhibit will depict 


jtransportation development 


through the ages, culminating in 
a spectacularly realistic scene at 


a rocket-ship port of the future, | § 


showing the departure of such a 
ship for remote interplanetary 
spaces. 
Will Feature Fountain 

Rubber’s role in modern trans- 
portation will be demonstrated 
in the Firestone Tire and Rubber | 
Co. Building, which will feature | 


lighting and a “singing color foun- | 
tain.” 

Included in the Goodrich build- | 
ing will be a huge testing ground | 
where drivers will stage daring 
stunts to demonstrate tire qual- 
ities; exhibits will depict the in- 


| dustrial history of rubber and its 


modern uses. 

The benefits of the fair’s busi- 
ness stimulus, although most ap- 
parent in the New York area, will 
spread indirectly far and wide, ac- 
cording to Whalen’s analysis, 
which shows that each exposition | 


|trade dollar, before it comes to| 


rest, will turn over ten times. By 
the time this respending process 
has been completed the dollar 
may have traveled as far as Maine} 
or Texas or the Pacific Coast.| 
Beneficial effects of the fair, it is| 
pointed out, are also being felt | 
throughout the world. The 62 | 
participating nations have been | 
shipping large amounts of ma- 
terials and exhibits to the fair, 
all of which provide additional | 
work for industry in foreign lands. | 


Hudson Boosts 
Production to . 
Mateh Demand 


DETROIT.—William R. Tracy, 
vice president in charge of sales, 


2 -~{|reports that the spring season is 
sharpest upturn coming during} I st & 


already exerting its influence with | 
a resulting upturn in sales reflect- 
ed in increased factory activity. | 
Production has been _ increased | 
40% during the last two weeks and | 
several hundred additional Hud-| 
son employes have been notified 
to return to their posts immediate- 


While the retail sales increase 
applies to the country as a whole, | 
outstanding gains have been made | 
in Boston, Chicago, New York, 
Washington and Detroit where 
February sales almost doubled 
those of January. 





ane of its new Champion in Detroit this week drew, 
Associates Discount Co., 
Kelley, dealer from Adrian, Mich. 


STUDEBAK=R'S 
left to right, B. L. assistant manager, 


| > Detroit, and R. E. 





AMONG THOSE attening the luncheon-meeting staged by Studebaker this 
week in Detroit to introduce its new Champion. 
Duggin, of Duggin Finance Co., Port Huron. Mich.; 
. Clynick, Toledo. 


were left to right, - 








OTHER ATTENDEES at Studebaker’s dealer-distributor luncheon in Detroit 
ink, wholesale, Ralph Knight, Inc., Detroit; 
=. Anderson, Commercial Credit Corp., 


this week were, left to right, H. L. 
| A. Schoech, Dearborn, Mich., 2 





NEWSPAPERMEN attending the Studebaker preview of its new low-priced 
Champion, included E. S. Moore. J. Norwine and G. , i 
Studebaker sales manager is second from left. 


Scott Fletcher, 





SNAPPED at Studebaker’s dealer-distributor meeting, 
the new low-priced Champion were given, 


motive editor of the Flint Journal ; 





Bohen Moves Up 


including products of Alumi-| 
|we are equally pleased at the 
vice-president 
has been elected president of International Nickel, 
vice-president 


according to Dr. . 
Whitehead unit, and Clayton D. Grover 


, board chairman. A wholly-| 
F International | 
> Whitehead con- 


Car Sales 


(Continued from Page 1) 


brought the total sales to consum- 

| ers by GM units since the first of 
| the year to 172,116 units. Sales 
| to dealers in the United States by 
| the units of the corporation dur- 
| ing that period totaled 232,854. 
| This indicated an increase in in- 
| ventories in dealers hand of about 
| 60,000 units. 


Total sales to GM dealers in the 
United States and Canada, plus 
overseas shipments, for the first 
| two months of this year were re- 
| ported at 306,632. At this rate 
the production of the corporation 
has been one about the same basis 
as the first quarter of 1936, when 
approximately 303,000 were pro- 
duced in the first two months and 
500,000 for the first quarter. 


Individual units of the corpora- 
tion are expected to step up 
chedules in the near future. Buick 
led im output gains in this group 
this week, increase being in the 
neighbow ood of 1,300 units. Pont- 
|iae increased the length of the 
‘verking day, and other units are 
expected soon to fall in line. 

Hudson, on the basis of early 
March sales, has increased its out- 
put about 40 percent. Additional 
men are being recalled to work 
and further gains are expected in 
the near future. Hudson during 
February more than doubled its 
new car sales in Wayne County 
(Detroit) as compared with Jan- 
uary this year, and heavy in- 
creases were reported from other 
chief cities throughout the coun- 
try. 

Nash reported its February sales 
much heavier than usual, with the 
last 10 days of the month showing 
etter than 100 percent increase 
»ver the same period a year ago. 

Studebaker doubled its produc- 
tion this week, as compared with 
the previous week. This boost 
| was due largely to increased out- 
yut of the new low-priced model 
| to be introduced about Apr. 1. 

Chrysler as usual has refrained 
from reporting its sales or produc- 
tion plans, but leaders in the 
corporation issued an _ optimistic 

‘tatement late this week following 
a study of conditions in chief mar- 
| keting centers. 

Several factors point to steady 
improvement in sales during the 
| coming spring. Business in other 
|lines is being well maintained, 
| and the new attitude of the Roose- 
| velt Administration toward busi- 
| ness in general is expected to have 
a bolstering effect all down the 
line. 

Dealer stocks of both new and 
used cars are still reasonably low 
in comparison with current sales 
rate so that the current upturn in 
| demand will, in all probability, be 
reflected in increased output dur- 
ing the next few weeks. 


Oldsmobile Notes 
38% Increase in 


Feb. Car Sales 


LANSING.—National retail sales 
of Oldsmobile cars during Febru- 
ary reached a total of 8,466 units, 
an increase of more than 38 per- 
cent over February of last year, 
according to D. E. Ralston, gen- 
eral sales manager. 

The combined January-February 
Oldsmobile sales figure of 18,729 
cars exceeded by more than 6,000 
units the total for the same two 
months of 1938, Ralston added. 
This represents an increase 0 
more than 51 percent. The sales 
totals were aided materially by 4 
strong finish in February sales, 
the final 10-day period of the 





at which details of | 7} 9 : t 
ag age ed month showing 2,826 cars sold a 


, Studebaker Seer | 


retail as compared to 2,199 in 
| the last 10 days of February, 1938. 

“Naturally we are pleased at 
this sharp upward trend in new 
car sales,” said Mr. Ralston, “but 


healthy condition of national used 
ear stocks. As of the end of Feb- 
ruary, our dealers’ inventories 0 
used cars were 7,000 lower than 4 
year ago.” 
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Too Many Dealers? 


NE of the chief complaints that we hear in the dealer 

field is that there are too many dealers. We agree with 
this, but also add that there are too many newspapermen, 
too many doctors, lawyers, beggarmen and thieves. The 
question then arises on what basis are we to eliminate the 
superfluity of all these things? Are we to adopt laws, such 
as some states have adopted, which recognize the right of 
a dealer to continue in business for no better reason, perhaps 
than that he has been in business for a few years? Shall we 
adopt laws that make it next to impossible for a newcomer 
to enter the field, regardless of his other qualifications, merely 
because he has had no previous experience? We don’t think 
this is the answer. 


We have a profound faith in the old axiom that all things 
(not only water) seek their own level. Thus we feel that those 
dealers who have the ability, should establish their places of 
business on a high plane of service to their customers. We 
feel that by doing this they automatically take themselves 
out of competition with the gyp. Unfortunately, too many 
dealers try to drag their tactics down to the level of their less 
scrupulous competitor, with resultant loss and chaos. 


Bereft of that aura of respectability which the gyp gains 
from being in the same classification, if not the same class 
as respectable automobile dealers, his own tactics soon would 
defeat him. In this way the elimination would be complete 
and final. 


Unfortunately, there are heckling dealers on the side lines 
whose sales take is neither large nor important to them from 
a profit standpoint but whose existence is a continued thorn 
in the flesh of the dealer who depends entirely upon the 
sales of new and used cars and service for a livelihood. A 
survey conducted during the closing six months of 1938 by 
the Pennsylvania Automobile Assn. reveals that 819 out of 
some 3,000 dealers canvassed sold less than four cars during 
that six months period. 


This means then that somewhere between 1,000 and 3,200 
cars were sold in the state by dealers who looked upon their 
sales as a mere sideline and whose operations probably did 
more mental than physical damage to other dealers in the 
state. This is a bad situation which we believe factories could 
help to remedy. 


If factories would realize or take definite steps to indicate 
that they do realize, that THE QUALITY OF A PRODUCT 
IN THE BUYERS’ ESTIMATION RISES OR FALLS IN 
DIRECT RATIO TO THE QUALITY OF THE OUTLET 
THROUGH WHICH IT IS SOLD, we feel that these smaller 
outlets, which add so little to the over-all sales, but detract 
so much from the morale of dealers as a whole, would be 
quickly eliminated. And, there is no proof that these out- 
lets add sales rather than merely divide existing demand. 


We feel that there is ample room here for some bona fide 
cooperation from both sides of this picture, and the best 
place to start this ball rolling will be at the annual meeting 
of the National Automobile Dealers Assn. in San Francisco, 
Apr. 17. If there are too many dealers and some must be 
eliminated, why not adopt a co-operative program under 
which the least fit will eliminate themselves? 
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IN DEFENSE Military experts de- 


OF DEFENSE clared this week 
HIGHWAYS before the San 
Francisco conven- 


tion of the American Road Build- 
ers Assn. that, “America would 
be hopelessly entangled within 24 
hours because of lack of speed 


E.|highways for troop and supplies 


movement in the event of in- 
vasion.” Now if that statement is 
not a challenge to every man in 
our industry to do something about 
it then we are hardly entitled to 
our reputation of being leaders in 
progress. There is contained in 
this single sentence the key to our 
greatest national defense problem 
which would put millions of men 
and dollars to work in every sec- 
tion of this country. It has been 
said that we have enough pas- 
senger automobiles to provide 
every man, woman and child with 
a comfortable seat but with our 
present highways we would hesi- 
tate to advise any such mass 
movement of civilians in one di- 
rection and at the same time. 
* * * 


No American citizen lives but 
who will agree that the greatest 
contributor to a common under- 
standing between our people from 
town to country and from Maine 
to California is the highway. It 
is today, literally, the backbone of 
America and nothing we can do 
to strengthen it will prove too 
costly in the end. Most of us 
thought that the last war to end 
all wars meant just that but to- 
day all of us know how phony 
was the promise. Today by com- 
mon consent of Democrat and Re- 
publican alike we are agreed to a 
program of national defense un- 
like that ever before even con- 
templated by this country. Can 
we afford it? Well one doesn’t ask 
that after war comes so why ask 
it before agile, young America has 
had to spill his blood for our 
foolishness? 

% * * 


Of course, America can afford 
adequate defense. We have idle 
labor and we have surplus ma- 
terial. The American dollars we 
spend after all stay right here at 
home and go to buy other man 
hours and more spare material. 
Let those who have to buy their 
defense materials from other 
countries worry about the cost. 
Our dollars go ’round and ’round 
in a circle and make more dollars 
available for all. But the point in 
this highways for defense pro- 
gram is that the money is spent 
in every state in the union and 
that highways probably provide 
the greatest possible market for 
unskilled labor to say nothing of 
the materials which are usually 
local. A modern baitleship costs 
upwards of 50 million dollars and 
probably 10 percent that amount 
every year to operate it. Except 
for practice runs it is as useful as 
a fire engine and in 10 years will 
be as obsolete as a Model T Ford. 
Then too, while all of us get a 
chance to use the _ highways 
mighty few except the President 
ever get a chance to go fishing on 
a battle ship. 


* * & 


Two years ago in Germany I 
drove for several hundred miles 
on the new super highways 
which now stretch in every direc- 
tion across that country. They are 
double roads with underpasses for 
all other crossings and even 
overpasses for pedestrians. Shrub- 
bery is planted between the two 
roads to deflect headlight glare. 
No speed limit is observed and 
there are no accidents because to 
be involved in one means the 
immediate arrest of both drivers. 
These roads avoid all towns and 
cities and it is my opinion that 
Germany could move its armed 
forces from one border to the 
other overnight. That is the mili- 
tary viewpoint but from a prac- 
tical basis, the fact is that every 
citizen in Germany who can af- 
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NEW AND USED 
CAR SALE 


Waiting for the Spring Plowing 


In This Corner-- 


‘Cheek on Used Cars...’ 


The views expressed in this column are those of our readers. 


Anonymous contributions will not 
be observed upon request. 


Indices | 


In your recent article in Auto- 
motive News entitled “Used Car 
Position Best Since 1936,” you 
make estimates of national used 
car stocks at various periods. I 
am wondering if these figures, 
which you state are estimated by 
Automotive News, have been com- 
piled regularly by your publica- 
tion. 

If you have made estimates of 
used car inventories with any de- 
gree of regularity over a period of 
time, would you be so kind as to 
send me the back data? I am very 
much interested in keeping as 
close a check of the used car sit- 
uation as I possibly can, and I 
seem to be unable to get the in- 
formation I desire from the 
NADA. 


Would also appreciate your tell- 
ing me where I may find indices of 
used car sales. I have seen several 
sporadic attempts to gauge the 
trend of used car sales, but have 
not yet come across any regularly 
compiled indices. Would you tell 
me what figures are available, 
other than used car financing?— 


ford to travel by bus or own his 
own car is getting daily dividends 
from an investment that is made 
in the name of defense. 

Now the automobile industry 
has never been famous in Wash- 
ington for its powerful lobby, in 
fact most of the time we have 
made a pretty weak appearance 
there, always on the defensive. 
Here is the opportunity for a 
united front. This matter of di- 
recting defense dollars to high- 
ways is so obviously right that it 
will attract the support of every 
loyal American. Lets grab ahold 
of this one while the iron is piping 
and start these super military 
highways networking this great 
country of ours. This is a chal- 
lenge to the leaders in our in- | 
dustry, lets see if they have stuff | 
it takes.—G. M.S. 


be accepted but confidence wiil 





Victor B. Gerard, Biggs, Mohr- 
man & Co., New York City. 


Editor’s Note: Up to the present 
time no effort has been made to 
our knowledge, outside of the 
automobile companics to compile 
regular reports or estimates of 
used car stocks. Factory informa- 
tion, of course, is confidential. 
Automotive News hopes to develop 
a monthly estimate, however, which 
we feel will be reasonably accurate, 
at least to the extent of definitely 
indicating trends. 


Appreciative 

I have read with interest your 
account of the action taken by the 
executive committee of the 
National Automobile Dealers Assn. 
at the meeting last week and 
your editorial on the same matter. 


I am appreciative of the fa- 
vorable aspect in which you pre- 
sent our action.—L. C. Cargile, 
first vice-president, NADA, Tex- 
arkana, Arkansas-Texas. 


| Coming Events | 


MARCH 
21-24—Pittsburgh. Automotive 
tenance Industries Show. 


1- 8—Belgrade, 
bile salon. 
3- 5—New York. Metropolitan Auto 
motive Maintenance Show. 
13-14—Cleveland. American Petroleum 
Assn. semi-annual meeting. 
17-19—San Francisco. National Auto 
mobile Dealers Assn. annual meet 
ing. 
29-May 1—Seattle. Washington Motor 
Freight Assn. annual convention 
Washington Hotel. 
MAY 
22-June 8—World Automotive Engineel> 
Congress (SAE)—New York, Ma} 
22-26; Indianapolis, May 30; De 
troit, May 31-June 2; San Fra! 
cisco, June 6-8. 
JUNE 
5- 6—Buck Hill Falls, Pa. 
vania Automotive Assn 
AUGUST ’ 
7-10—Chicago Navy Pier. Annua? 
Automotive Accessories Exhibit. 
OCTOBER 
International 





Main- 


Yugoslavia. Automo 


Pennsyl- 
Meeting. 


12-21—London. automo 
bile show. ite 
25-Nov. 11— Milan, Italy. Automob!! 


salon. 
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CHEVROLET 


IN SALES 


The biggest-selling car of the model-year 1939 and 
— more than that—the biggest-selling car in seven 
years out of the last eight. 


IN PERFORMANCE 


It’s faster on the getaway .. . it’s better on the 
hills . . . and a much better all-round performer 
- « - than other cars in its field. 


IN FEATURES 


Exclusive Vacuum Gearshift « New Aero-Stream Styling, New Bodies 
by Fisher « New Longer Riding-Base ¢« 85-Horsepower Valve-in-Head 
Six ¢ Perfected Hydraulic Brakes « New “Observation Car” Visibility 
e Perfected Knee-Action Riding System with Improved Shockproof 
Steering (Available on Master De Luxe models only) @ Tiptoe-Matic Clutch. 


IN VALUE 


Dollar for dollar, feature for feature, car for car, 
Chevrolet dealers offer the public more for its money 
than car dealers handling any other car in its price 


range. GLSSe * GENERAL MOTORS VALUE 


CHEVROLET DEALERS LEAD— 


with the Only Low-Priced Car Combining 
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Early Announcement Curb Held Necessary for Shows 


Sixty-Day Cleanup Period 
Also Needed, Mallon Says 


Special to Automotive News 

NEWARK, N. J.—Restriction of 
new model introductions to within 
30 days of the date established for 
the national show, a 60-day clean- 
up period prior to an announce- 
ment date and a 60-day period of 
seasonal weather following the na- 
tional show to move used car in- 
ventories, are cited by W. L. Mal- 
lon, manager of the Newark Auto- 
mobile Trade Assn., as “logical and 
fundamental” requisites to con- 
tinued public and dealer interest 
in local shows. 

In a statement to Automotive 
News, Mallon, who also is general 
manager of the N. J. Automobile 
Exhibition Co., which for 32 years 
has staged the Newark automobile 
show, declared: 

“The real reason for an auto- 





New Car Sales 
In Cook County 
Top February 38 


CHICAGO. — Although falling 
slightly behind the January pace, 
new car registrations in Cook 
county for February showed a 
sharp improvement over the cor- 
responding month last year, ac- 
cording to figures released this 
week by the Bureau of Motor 
Advice. 

The total for last month was 
5,395 as compared with 4,355 for 
February, 1938. January of this 
year, with several more business 
days, totaled 7,010 units. 

Chevrolet regained the lead 
from Plymouth with 999 units as 
against 811, while Ford held 
third place with 751, Buick fourth 
with 535, Dodge fifth with 514, 
Pontiac sixth with 360, and Olds- 
mobile seventh with 300. 

Nash advanced to eighth place 
with 186, followed in order by 
Chrysler with 175, Packard with 
148, De Soto with 116, Studebaker 
with 112, Cadillac-LaSalle with 
109, Mercury with 94, Hudson with 
84, Lincoln- Zephyr with 61, 
Willys-Overland with 25, Graham 
with 11, and Hupmobile with 3. 


Pa. Truckers Warned 


To File Annual Reports 
HARRISBURG, Pa—(UTPS)— 
The attention of all companies and 
individuals, under the jurisdiction of 
the Public Utilities Commission, has 
been directed by D. J. Driscoll, com- 
mission chairman, to the regulation 
that annual reports covering their 
operations for the calendar year 1938 
must be filed with the commission at 
Harrisburg on or before 


1939, 


mobile show is to present under 
one roof all of the new models, 
thus affording an opportunity for 
the public to conveniently examine 
and compare the latest in styles 
|}and improvements which the in- 
dustry is introducing. This ar- 
rangement is an accommodation 
to the busy person, and the fact 
that it has been appreciated, is 
evidenced by the attendance rec- 
ords of the past shows. 


“The success of the show de- 
pends upon the desire of the pub- 
lic to attend. That desire is best 
fostered by the anticipation of 
seeing that which is brand new. 
In the days when all of the new 
models were first uncovered the 
night that the national show 
opened, and introductory an- 
nouncements and new prices were 
first published on that day, the 
public response continually estab- 
lished marvelous records. 


“The enthusiasm of the sales 
organizations, under these condi- 
tions, was at the highest pitch. It 
was with pride that they pre- 
sented the new models which the 
public had been anxiously await- 
ing. In justice to the public, who 
have made possible the unprece- 
dented success of the automobile 
industry, we in the industry should 
co-operate to the end that our 
automobile shows should continue 
to be of vital interest to the pub- 
lic, and worthwhile to those in the 
industry. 

“To accomplish the best results 
it would appear logical: 

(a) For all the manufacturers 
to co-operate in restricting their 
announcements to a period within 
30 days of the date established for 
the national show; 

(b) That the dealers be afforded 
a 60-day period in which to clean 
up the old models prior to an an- 
nouncement date so that they may 
be in a position to readily absorb 
the influx of new business offered 
at show time; 


(c) That the date of the national 
show be established so as to per- 
mit of dealers enjoying a 60-day 
period of seasonal weather in 
which to move the added used car 
inventory occasioned by the in- 
creased volume of the introductory 
period. This in order that the deal- 
ers may handle all of the available 
business during the slower selling 
winter season. 


“Tf these logical and funda- 
mental points are adhered to, I 
feel confident that the vast public 
will continue to keenly anticipate 
the annual shows and will take 
advantage of the opportunity to 


Mar. 31,| quickly and conveniently examine 
|the ‘new crop,’ and under these 


Driscoll said that this regulation | conditions, I also feel confident the 


applies to all certified truckers, bus 
and taxicab operators as well as to 
all other public utilities under com- 
mission regulation. 








dealers will enthusiastically sup- 
port the shows, contributing lib- 
erally financially as in the past, 


| for the benefit of their public.” 





CHRYSLER WEEK in San Francisco as distributors in the San Francisco Bay 


area met with factory chiefs who are on a tour of the coast region. 


left, standing are Dave A. Wallace. 


Right to 


president of the Chrysler Sales Corps J. E. 


Fields, vice-president of the Chrysler Corp.; Verne Orr, vice-president of the 
Chrysler-Pacific Corp., Chrysler’s coast subsidiary, and Van Peabody, general 


manager of James E. Waters, Inc., De 
California. Seated, right to left. are 
Francisco Chrysler-Plymouth 
French, president of the J. E. 
outh in this area. 


French 


James W. 
distributorship 


Soto-Plymouth distributor in Northern 
McAlister, head of the San 
bearing his name, and J. E. 
Co., distributors for Dodge and Plym- 





| of highway funds, or total diver- 


| house vote, with veteran legis- 
lators predicting it will have little 
chance of subsequent approval 


| unless brought up in conjunction 
| with a $60,000,000 bond program 


Ne 


= , 
“aoa. 





JUDGES START selecting winners in Oldsmobile’s national “car-a-day” con- 
test. Thirty-one Oldsmobile Sixty two-door sedans are being awarded during 
March to the 31 entrants who write the best descriptions of their reactions to 
a ride in Oldsmobile’s new low-priced six. Photo above shows the contest 
judges, left to right, George M. Slocum, publisher Automotive News; Harold 
M. Hastings, secretary-manager Adcraft Club of Detroit; Richard Harfst, man- 
ager, Automobile Club of Michigan. 


Machines Do Not Replace 
Labor, Caton Points Out 


employed, the figure in 1930 was 
only 400 per 1,000, while it was 
only 375 per 1,000 in 1875. 

“Those industries employing the 
nearest normal number of men to- 
day are the more highly mecha- 
nized,” Caton added. “We find 
such industries as automobile, tex- 
tile, paper, printing and other 
highly mechanized industries back 
to normal employment, and some 
slightly beyond. While such indus- 
tries as building, service trades, 
foundry, heavy machines, and ma- 
chine shops requiring higher pro- 
portion of manual skill are under 
normal employment. 

“If we did away with machines 
today we would not only throw 
men out of work, but even if all 
the able-bodied persons worked 12 
hours per day we could never 
maintain our present standards of 
living.” 

Caton admitted that the machine 
makes men work less and shortens 
the hours of labor. “That,” he 
said, “is the glory of the machine. 
It gives men more leisure than 
masses of men ever before had in 
the history of mankind. But that 
it throws men out of work is just 
another figment of the imagination 
of clever people who love to turn a 
phrase.” 


N. J. Reciprocal Bill 


TRENTON, N. J.—A bill extending 
reciprocal driving privileges in New 
Jersey to foreigners, planning auto- 
mobile tours in connection with visits 
to the New York world’s fair, has 
been introduced in the state legisla- 
ture here under sponsorship of the 





CLEVELAND.—Facts and fig- 
ures to answer the often-heard 
charge that machinery is “throw- 
ing men out of work” were cited 
here by John J. Caton, director, 
Chrysler Institute of Engineering, 
and honorary member, American 
Society of Tool Engineers, in an 
address before the Assn. of Tech- 
nical High Schools and Institutes. 

Presenting industry’s viewpoint 
of industrial changes and technical 
education, Caton pointed out that, 
whereas at present 422 persons out 
of every 1,000 of population are 


New Taxation 
Threats Facing 
N. J. Motorists 


TRENTON, N. J.—After an $8,- 
288,288 highway fund diversion 
bill had been defeated by the As- 
sembly, a special committee of 
the state legislature here began 
Mar. 8 the preparation of bills 
for a proposed $100,000,000 state 
unemployment relief bond issue 
to be amortized from gasoline 
and liquor taxes. 

Formerly placed before’ the 
legislators at the same time was 
the program of the State Tax 
Revision Commission which, in ad- 
dition to three new major state 
taxes to yield $60,000,000, rec- 
ommended a “mileage tax” on 
trucks and buses and increased 
truck registration fees to raise a 
total of $4,000,000 a year for use 


in replacing a suggested reduction | state motor vehicle department. The 
of railroad taxes in that amount. | measure would give those from 
foreign countries the same _ driving 


Sponsored by House Majority 
Leader Roscoe P. McClave, the 
diversion bill was the key meas- 
ure in a program of the House 
Republican leadership for financ- 
ing relief without new _ taxes 
or bonds. The entire program 
would have raised $13,788,288, in- 
volving an additional $3,500,000 


rights as those from other states, pro- 
viding the countries grant similar 


privileges to New Jersey drivers. 


ions of $11,738,238. The proposal 
fell 12 votes short of passage in a 


for road construction which has 
been suggested by State Highway 
Commissioner E. Donald Sterner. 

Sterner’s bond program was 
ntroduced Mar. 7 by Assembly- 
man J. Stanley Herbert. It would | 
permit use of the bond money for | 
highway improvement purposes | gaa 
and would not restrict it to 
bridges, viaducts and purchases 
of rights-of-way, as was done with 
the 1930 issue. The Sterner pro- 
gram is attracting little serious 
consideration, however. 





Getrud Tufford, Johansson’'s 


ciety, made the presentation. 
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ings Institution, Washington, na- 
tionally noted economist. 


Wednesday night one of the 
most important technical sessions 
of the convention will take place. 
It is to be devoted to a discussion 
of new methods of producing high- 
ly accurate finishes on mechanical 
parts. According to Walter F. Wag- 
ner, Lincoln Motor Car Co. and 
president of the American Society 
of Tool Engineers, it has been defi- 
nitely learned that the smoother 
manufacturers can make surfaces 
of parts that rub together in a 
mechanism, the longer the parts 
will last and the less they will 
wear in service. 


Papers at this session are to be 
presented by D. A. Wallace, presi- 
dent, Chrysler Sales Corp.; Ira 
Snader, chief engineer, Ex-Cell-O 
Corp.; Kirke Connor, president, 
Micromatic Hone Co.; F. T. Ellis, 
Heald Machine Co., and H. J. 
Griffing, the Norton Co. 


Other technical sessions of this 
convention will go into such sub- 
jects as new metals for cutting 
tools, new developments in gages, 
new ideas in gear tooth finishing, 
adaptation of hydraulic drives to 
machinery, etc. Thursday night W. 
B. Stout, president, Stout Engi- 
neering Laboratories, will be the 
principal speaker at the annual 
dinner of the American Society of 
Tool Engineers at the Book-Cadil- 
lac Hotel. 


More than double the size of 
last year’s show, rated as the most 
successful of its kind in history, 
the Machine and Tool Progress 
Exhibition will present to the 
manufacturing and _ engineering 
executives new machines and tools 
and processes developed by 250 
exhibitors. According to Frank A. 
Shuler, Chrysler Corp. and chair- 
man of the show committee, most 
of the new machines will be in 
actual operation at convention and 
have required the doubling of 
electrical power facilities at Con- 
vention Hall. 


Altvater to Head 


Dealers in Denver 


DENVER.—Fritz J. Altvater, of 
Liberty Truck & Parts Co., was 
elected president of the Denver 
Automobile Dealers Assn. at the 
annual meeting of the organiza- 
tion. He succeeds E. Jack Beatty, 
Hoskins-Beatty Motor Co. (Olds- 
mobile). Kirk Howry, of Howry- 
| Berg (Plymouth) was elected vice- 
| president. 
| New directors were chosen as 
| follows: Charles Hilliker, Stovall- 
| Hilliker (Ford); Sam Marcus, Mar- 
|cus Motor Co. (Studebaker), and 
O. L. Davis, jr., Mountain Motor 
| Co. (Packard). Holdover directors 
lare: Al Hickerson, Thomas-Hick- 
erson Motor Co. (Dodge-Plym- 
outh); Harry Leeman, Leeman Mo- 
tor Co. (Plymouth-De Soto; Sam 
Luby, Luby Motor Co. (Chevrolet, 
and Grant Wimbush, Swayne-Wim- 
bush Motor Co. (Ford). 








_ BRONZE PLAQUE was awarded Carl Edward Johansson, who produced the 
first metric gage blocks in 1896, on his 75th birthday. At a special testimonial 
dinner, the Detroit Swedish Engineers Society presented the plaque to Mrs. 
daughter, 
Sweden, where her father is now living. Tore Franzen, president of the Ss 


who will sail soon for Eskilstuna, 
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Dad, weve buying our new lord tomorrow 
- o e e e ” 
Fine - but be sure you get \\niversal credit service 
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ver 7 . . . : 
the Universal Credit Plans, Without Red Low Cost. In spite of their many advantages, 
tty, Ta PC oo Designed Exclusively for Universal Plans cost no more, yet provide nation- 

- e e e id . y 
= Ford Products... This Nation-wide a 
ice- Service Costs No More! Convenience. Only one man—your Ford dealer 
- ‘ . . ‘ —arranges your complete Universal Plan. With 
as There’s a low-cost, reliable, business-like way to ; 

Il- Ape “ a a a many other time-payment methods you see at 
a buy your Ford on monthly payments. It’s been : : iff i Ford 
a. proved—and approved—through ten years by — om © ss pe oe peer fon 
tor more than 4,000,000 customers of Ford dealers. dealer simplifies the transaction in one place, at 
= Courteous, economical, time-saving Universal one time, with practically one stroke of the pen! 
m- service offers you—as a Ford oe Nation-wide Protection. Universal is a national 
. advantages you got oer Hk ? ad pest a aa ° organization—giving national service. In case of 

> e F : ° ° ° 
et, dealer first for financing. Here a : y accident, fire or theft, even while away, quick 
oll Broad Insur ance rgd ; Every —— help is as near as the nearest Ford dealer who 
' Plan auyer Rees 8 Oy is familiar with Universal plans and procedure. 
icy covering such important things as fire, theft, , 
collision and other hazards. Continued Cooperation. Universal and your 






Ford dealer want you for a repeat customer. 
Continuous friendly relationships and courteous 





Personalized. Universal Plans are offered in sev- 
eral groups—with enough variety to enable you 
to pick the one that suits your convenience. service are assured. 









ARRANGE TIME PAYMENTS FOR YOUR FORD WHERE YOU BUY ithe 


Send for these free booklets before 
you buy your cart 
UNIVERSAL CREDIT COMPANY, Detroit, Michigen 
Please send me: 
(| |The Easy Way to Own a Car”, or 
|] “How to Pick a Good Used Car” 
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SEE THE SATURDAY EVENING POST, LIBERTY AND 
AND COUNTRY GENTLEMAN, APRIL, FOR 
MORE THAN 40,000,000 PEOPLE WILL BE 


COLLIER’S FOR MARCH Pees 


THIS OPENING GUN IN A a 


SUSTAINED CAMPAIGN. 
BY THIS POWERFUL ADVERTISING. 


REACHED WEEKLY 
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Wash. Inspection Credited with Accident Reduction 
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Scope of Law and Tests 


To be Widened This Year 


By D. M. Trepp 
Staff Correspondent 

SEATTLE.—Compulsory inspec- 
tion of motor vehicles in Washing- 
ton state has just rounded its 
first milestone, with a record that 
is universally acclaimed. 

Carl Fritts, state traffic officer, 
who is in direct charge of safety 
inspection, under supervision of 
Lacey V. Murrow, director of high- 
ways, reviews the results of the 
first year as follows: 

“The first year of operation of 
the vehicle safety inspection pro- 


Licensing 
(Continued from Page 1) 


the question out into the open un- 
doubtedly proved the deciding 


gram confirms the general opinion | %@ 
that many vehicles are being op-] | 
erated with defective safety fea- 
tures. 

“A total of 303,707 cars and 
trucks were inspected up to Jan. 
1, 1939, and 200605 of these ve- 
hicles, or 66 percent, were found 
to be lacking in proper adjust- 
ment of safety equipment. Two- 
thirds of the vehicles in the 
state have been inspected and 
the owners have felt a sense of 
satisfaction in knowing that their 
cars perform reasonably safely 
when the occasion arose. 


“The tolerances were set very 
low in the first year of operation 
in order to cause the least pos- 
sible hardship on motorists and yet 
provide minimum safety require- 
ments. This first year of operation 
indicates very definitely the ne- 
cessity of providing this serv- 
ice to all motorists so that, along 
with proper observance of driv- 
ing rules, the accident rate may 
continue to decline. 

“Washington leads the western 
states in reduction of accidents 
this year and all authorities agree 
that veliicle inspection has been 
a definite factor in this accident 
reduction. A complete inspection 
of vehicles would no doubt have 
resulted in a much greater re- 
duction. 

“Outstanding deficiencies were 
found to be lights and brakes, two 
of the most important safety fea- 
tures. Rejections were for the 
following defects: brakes, 76,394; 
lights, 120,522; wheel-alignment, 
26,208; tail lamps, 16,250; stop 
lights, 40,655; steering system, 18,- 
005; foot brake pedal reserve, 22,- 
140. Other items, such as wind- 
shield swipe, rear view mirror, 
tires, reflectors, clearance lamps, 
flares for trucks, etc, were small 
in comparison, but when added 
together made a surprising total. 

Two out of every five cars had 
improperly aimed or weak head- 
lights. One of every four had 
insufficient or unbalanced brakes. 
Stop lights were not working on 



































sentiment among the dealers. At 
the time, it was obvious that those 
present were for the most part 
opposed to licensing. 

Although both speakers pre- 


meeting, it is agreed that an un- 
scheduled talk by Jack D. Leven, 
Chevrolet dealer, had an equally 
important effect upon those in 
attendance. Shortly after he 
started his tirade against licens- 
ing Leven by acclaim was in- 
vited up to the microphone. 
Armed with articles and clip- 
pings, Leven in dynamic fashion 
attacked the Wisconsin law in ac- 
tual operation, particularly charg- 
ing it is disregarded in Milwaukee. 
He criticized also the necessity for 
' paying salaries to association sec- 
retaries in each Wisconsin county, 
pointed out the burden at present 
. to dealers in turning in all sorts 
of governmental reports, and con- 
| tended that they are not in the 
mood to add to the number, as 
| licensing laws would require. 
In announcing the 2 to 1 vote 
: against licensing, Samuel B. Sha- 
7 wen 'piro, general manager of CATA 
Py -issued a bulletin in which he 
; Stated that “the attitude and ac- 
MINIATURE PLANT at Golden Gate Exposition. This picture shows the tion of the CATA will be based 
by-products division of the Ford Rouge plant, as modeled for exhibit at the, on this decision, and we will do 
Golden Gate International Exposition in San Francisco. In the cement plant, everythi : : 
top center, slag from the Rouge blast furnaces is converted into fine Portland ything in our power to ad- 
cement. The coke and by-products ovens, center right, change coal into coke,| Vance dealers interests through 
gas, coal tar and light oils, effecting basic economies in the Ford cycle of | liberal use of the conference 
production. In the foreground is a part of the 100 miles of railroad tracks; tople.” 


within the plant area. In the left background are the coal, ore and limestone ‘ 
bins alongside the slip where Ford lake freighters tie up to discharge their Shapiro also revealed that some 


gr ee dealers who returned their ballots 
, View the factory-dealer confer- 
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Neb. Automotive 
Taxes Double 
Levy on Rails 


LINCOLN, Neb.—The Nebraska 
Petroleum Industries committee 
has compiled figures to show that 
highway transportation pays near- 
ly $3,500,000 more in local taxes 
in Nebraska than do the railroads 
operating in the state. 

The figures show that total 
taxes paid by railroads in the 
various counties aggregated $3,- 
476,648 last year, while motor ve- 
hicle taxes came to $6,878,565, 
leaving an excess of $3,401,917 on 
the motor vehicle side of the 
ledger. Not included are the state’s 
share of property taxes, registra- 
tion fees, driver’s certificate, in- 
spection fee, permit or miscel- 
laneous fees, property taxes on 
service stations, bulk plants, ga- 
rages, tire and battery shops; or 
the federal taxes on gasoline, lub- 
ricating oil, tires, tubes, trucks, 
cars, parts or accessories. 

According to the Tax Policy 
League, the Nebraska gasoline tax 
in 1936 provided 55.37 percent of 
the total tax yield, and 72.6 per- 
cent of the state’s tax revenue for 
the year. 


Fuel Bills Okayed 


TRENTON, N. J.—A bill restricting 
advertising of gasoline prices to the 








‘ D i o ence plan as being on trial. 
1S. ea er Cites Dangers Quite a number of dealers in 
W sending in their ballots also at- 
tached letters to the effect that 


Of ‘Stranger Picketing’ they felt manufacturers at this 


time not only recognize t " 
MILWAUKEE.—With a number |stranger picketing as practiced in| damental ovchlene” of Bagh a 
of bills introduced in the state leg-| Wisconsin. We can readily under-| Mobile retailers, but are making: 
islature to amend the labor rela-| stand why factories prefer to leave| a Sincere effort to solve such dif- 
tions act, the Edwards Motor Co.| the state. It is not surprising to us| ficulties,” Shapiro stated. 
(Dodge-Plymouth) offers its opin- 


( ) , that others close up and liquidate.| “These dealers then stated that 
ion on the labor situation with an “Each factory removal, each if such efforts do not prove fruit- 
advertisement captioned “Stranger 


ivertisem é plant closing, results in fewer cus- | ful in a reasonable period of time, 
— which reads as fol-|tomers for everyone in Wisconsin;| licensing regulation would be 
ows: 


























small signs fixed to retailers’ pumps,! one out of every seven cars. One| «y/o; i ; 

me See ont i. a —— nee out of 20 had no tail light.” f Justice William I. Schaffer,| professional men — and finally — action had proved unsuccessful.” 
given unanimous senate approval the} pyring the coming year the 0 ' - i ba —, . - = fewer customers for labor itself, Seem 

same night was a bill empowering the ; : : of Pennsylvania, sald iaSt We€K:| whether union or non-union. : 

state tax commissioner to revoke fuel| Plan is to inspect each vehicle at|‘This will cease to be a land of “Tf Stemenuner ee pose aaaiea Universal Credit 


least once. In fact if the senate 
bill, which requires passing in- 
spection at one of the safety sta- 
tions or lanes before license plate 
will be issued, is approved by 
the house it will be compulsory 
for a complete check—or no license 
plates. 

The highway department is 
working out definite state-wide 
schedules especially for the float- 
ing lanes, this to be announced 
shortly. 


McFawn Will Continue 


To Handle Stanley Tools 

DETROIT.—Fred McFawn is sev- 
ering his connection with the Pressed 
Metal division of the Stanley Works, 
but will continue 
as Detroit repre- 
sentative for 
Stanleytools, 
specializing on 
Phillips screw 
drivers and 
power bits. 

McFawn, who 
has been’ con- 
nected with the 
Stanley Works 
since 1903, will 
continue his pres- 
ent headquarters Fred McFawn 
at 2832 East 
Grand Blvd., Detroit. He has been a 


licenses of those selling below fixed 


prices. liberty if the picketing of plants 


where employes are not on strike 
is permitted to continue. I am 
amazed that such a thing as 
picketing a plant, where the em- 
ployes are satisfied, exists in this 
country. It seems to me that this 
sort of thing resembles what is 
going on in Germany, where 
people are being persecuted on 
the basis of peculiar lines of rea- 
soning.’ 

“The closing of factories and 
plants in this state because of 
stranger picketing leads us to be- 
lieve that the following comments 
on our experiences will be of in- 
terest to the general public: 

“Strangers from Local 510 of 
the American Federation of Labor 
have been picketing our service 
department for the past eight 
months. Not one of our employes 
is on strike. We have 175 em- 
ployes. Our payroll last year was 
over $250,000. 

“Some of our customers have 
avoided patronizing us because of 
the pickets. Union men are re- 
luctant to risk fines and other 
penalties for going through the 
line. 

“We admit we do not like 


amended to prohibit straner| Adds Ten Offices 


picketing, it would be a forward 

step in the new program to per-| _DETROIT.—The Universa]! 

suade industries to remain in this | Credit Co. has opened ten new of- 

state. fices throughout the Eastern Unit- 
“While such a law will be op- ed States, President Ernest Kanz- 


posed by labor organizers, in the ~*~ sans today. 

final analysis the greatest benefits | yy ; ao units are situated at 
will accrue to the rank and file of y. Fone 7: bs a": Rag 
union labor itself. N. J.: Uniontown, i eee 
Pa.; Zanesville, O.: Detroit (Grand 


e oe , | Boulevard); Chi t i 
Maintenance Show and Chicago (North yond ne 
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JAWS BITE 


CHAINS, NICKEL MAKES JAWS 








Tough, strong jaws are needed 
to spread husky links of truck skid 
chains. That is the everyday job 
of the Porter Linkmaster chain 
tool, and all-purpose service sta- 
tion tool which handles the entire 
range of tire chains. Most im- 
portant functional elements of this 
Linkmaster are the two jaws—one 
for opening connectors on a dam- 
aged chain; the other set of jaws 
for closing links after repair has 
been made. Here is a real setting 
for careful material selection be- 
cause the smallest part of this 
tool is subjected to most severe 
service. Porter engineers adopt- 
ed SAE 4650 electric furnace al- 
loy steel containing about 1.75% 
Nickel. Combination of high 
strength and toughness inherent 
in this alloy together with dense 


NEW YORK.—With trade inter- — their customers exclusively 
est keyed to a high pitch because ee operates 132 complete 
of anticipated service business up- | so, ces. Present plans call 
turn from the New York World’s | 4 1 expansion to 150 offices by 
Fair, attendance and sales records | **P"" 
are expected to be broken at the : 
third annual Metropolitan Auto- Speed Bill Passes 
motive Maintenance Show, which Ga TLANTA.—A bill to increase 
will be staged at the Port Author-| passenger Sohisine healt limit on 
ity Building here Apr. 10-13 under | per hour has been passed by ie tame 
sponsorship of the Automotive In- ate, 32 to 0. Speed fimits on trucks of 
dustries Assn., Inc. 10,000 pounds to 16,000 pounds was set 


. , . at 40 miles per hou 
With the fair opening at the end | weight, 35 miles per eae — 


of April and a large portion of the 
predicted 60,000,000 visitors arriv- | A MAN 
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ing by automobile, hundreds of 
thousands of cars will require serv- 
icing of one kind or another and | || 
the replacement of sundry parts. 
Realization of this additional com- | | 








With 
Excellent References 
16 years’ Executive Wholesale Sales 
Experience with three major manu- 


Hodgson and Singleton 
facturing and 2% years as a suc- 


Head RMA Committee 





controlled structure of a _ ood direct representative of the company ing business has stimulated inter- —_ automobile dealer, wishes 
ene = ~~ in = since 1011 and at one time headed NEW YORK.—J. W. Hodgson, of| est in the annual maintenance ex- ! ieee ae manager or secretary- 
excellent record of service an Menace Mane i fore ite (Fires Tire ; osition he such ¢ : 

the Watrous-Acme Co. before it restone Tire and Rubber Co., and/ position here to such an extent||| Chamber of Commerce 


durability for 
these Nickel al- 
loyed tools. 


J. J. Singleton, Mohawk Rubber 
Co., have been elected chairman 
and vice-chairman, respectively, of 


that it is forecast last year’s rec- ote 


ord attendance of nearly 20,000} || . 
we) Fimgnmeccin al Automobile Dealers 


merger with the parent company. 








Sets Tax Appeal , . pee 
ee the Tire Accessories and Repair} With wi: “e ssociation 
THE HARRISBURG, Pa. (UTPS).—An ap-| Materials committee of the Rub- ae ; ‘* entire yoceee Good Platform Presence—Fearless— 
INTERNATIONAL peal to the state supreme court from], ~ ee predicted, it is correspondingly ||) Endowed with good commonsense 
the Dauphin County Court decision| ber Manufacturers Assn., Inc. forecast that sales records also | || and capable increasing your mem- 
Hodgson succeeds W. P. Seiber-| will run ahead of last year’s total, | || Dership, by creating and holding 
association interest. 


NICKEL COMPANY |} outlawing the chain store tax, which 
also applied to service stations, is be- 
ing prepared by John Y. Scott, 

INC. New York. N.Y. counsel for the state. 


ling, Seiberling Rubber Co., as which amounted to nearly $90,000 | || Box 190, Automotive News, 527 New || 
chairman of the committee. in business. | Center Bldg., Detroit, Mich. Hl 





factor in the sharp reversal of > 


sented their cases well at the 





factories, wholesalers, retailers, | "€c€Ssary, but not until voluntary | 


Started 11 - 
Interest Is Keyed | pany ‘has ‘ange 70,8 com 
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Placing of Ne 


On Truck Industry Cited 


R ial to Automotive News | 
"WASHINGTON.—A 243-page 
sl, described by the American | 


mycking Assns. as sponsored by 
ye railroads and introduced “pri- | 
wrily with a view to reducing 
egulations governing the rail- 
wads while piling more burdens 
‘other modes of transport,” now 
«before the house interstate com- 
nerce committee. 

Pointing out that Rep. Clarence 
p Lea, chairman of the commit- 
we, at the outset of the hearings 
» the bill bearing his name, 
arned in effect that nothing 
ould be done for the rails at the 
pense of their competitors, the 
‘TA declares that “the railroad 
i] is just that. It is of the rail- 
ads, by the railroads, and for 
he railroads.” 

The ATA, in analyzing the new 
posed measure from the stand- 
wint of the trucking interests of 
e country, points out that the 
i] would: 

| Relieve the interstate commerce 
commission of much of its jur- 





| 
diction over rail carriers, and | 
ansfer many of its existing pow- | 
over motor carriers to a pro- | 
wed transportation bosrd. 
Abolish Division 5 of the ICC, | 
| 

| 


set up specifically to administer | 





ew Dealership’s | 
Sales Hit $101,000 | 
During 4 Days 


BUFF AL O.—Inauguration of | 
mst Motors, Inc., as Dodge- | 
ymouth direct dealership, re- | 
lted in the first four days of its 
ew Operations in the sale of 129 
aw and trucks, making a _ busi- 
ss of approximately $101,000, 
odge officials report. 

The firm, headed by Chester J. 
rst, had its beginning 22 years 
#0 at Depew, N. Y. In 1930, Brost 
who meanwhile had also estab- 
ted outlets in Lancaster and 
wrora, N. Y.—transferred his in- 
rests to Buffalo where he became 
x” of the city’s largest operators. | 
On Mar. 1, Brost took over a 
ect Dodge-Plymouth dealership 
ih display rooms at 1291 Main 
. and a used-vchicle store on | 
‘aware Ave. 
In the first four days’ operations 
 Brost organization wrote 129 
asenger car and truck sales 
aking a total 4-day turnover of 
roximately $101,000. Up to the 
tning of Mar. 4, Brost’s orders 
Msmitted to the factory totaled 
4 units. Brost’s own retail or- 
azation continues with him, 
‘actically unchanged, in his new 
“ge-Plymouth connection. 















is, Bill Amending 
Labor Act Gets OK 


MADISON, Wis.—The Catlin la- | 
disputes bill, amending the 
“te labor code of 1931 to restrict | 
“r minorities in labor disputes, 
passed Mar. 7 by the Wiscon- 
assembly by a 57 to 40 vote. 
the measure, which now goes to | 
« Senate for action, would pre- 
“Mt picketing of a plant unless : 
tafide labor dispute existed and 
“ines a “bonafide” dispute as one 
‘ween an employer and his em- 
dye, 

The assembly also adopted and 
it to the senate a bill authoriz: 
i the secretary of state to pub 
‘and sell automobile registra- 
n lists. This measure has the 
Port of the Wisconsin Automo: 
; +Yades, Inc. The Spearbreake1 
e permitting mechanics and 
48 owners to take 60-day liens 
Automobiles for unpaid repair 
“Was defeated. 





Carboloy Appoints 


i fROIT.—Carboloy Co., Inc., an 
tennis the appointment of Chas. M 
aw and RK. J as service 


Perkin 
élneers ait 
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w Burdens 


provisions of the 
act. 
3 Eliminate existing restrictions 
with respect to railroad pur- | 
chase, ownership and operation of 
motor carriers. 
4 Repeal the long and short-haul | 
clause of the fourth section of 
the interstate commerce act. 
“The chief drawback to enact- 
ment of fair, constructive legisla- 
tion,” the ATA declares, “has | 
been the persistent effort of the 
railroads to obtain salvation for | 
themselves at the expense of com- | 
peting forms of transportation. | 
* * * Before congress adjourns, it 
may pass a transportation bill. If 
one of those now pending is se- | 
lected the problem will not be| 
solved because they would not | 
touch the source of the railroads’ 
troubles.” 


motor carrier | 











Car Taxes Top 
New Car Values 


WASHINGTON. —A new 
study shows that special 


taxes on motor vehicles last 
year yielded enough revenue 
to more than pay for all the 
new cars sold in this coun- 
try in 1938. It is shown that 
the average factory value of 


Passenger car and _ truck 
sales was $613. Preliminary 
estimates indicate that 2,- 
255,000 new cars were sold, 
with a total wholesale value 
of approximately $1,380,000,- 
000. 

However, federal, state 
and local motor vehicle taxes 
of all kinds totaled $1,525,- 
000,000, or 10 percent more 
than the cars were worth. 





A feature story, spotlighting the suc- 
cessful operations of an outstanding 
truck dealer, appears in every issue of 
the truck section of Automotive News. 
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Drastic Changes are Sought 


In Neb. Truck Regulations 


LINCOLN, Neb. — Drastic 
changes in the present Nebraska 
truck regulatory law are em- 
| bodied in a new law which Sen- 
ator Dunn, of Lincoln, has offered 
to the unicameral legislature as a 
substitute for LB 2 which pro- 
posed to repeal the 1937 law giv- 
ing the authority to establish uni- 
form truck rates to the Nebraska 
state railway commission. The 
legislative committee on banking, 
commerce and insurance has taken 
the Dunn measure under con- 
sideration. Some of its provisions 
are as follows: 
l No regulation of hauling from 

farm or ranch, dairy or cream- 
ery, to nearest local market, re- 
gardless of distance, and to any 
market or railroad within 25 miles, 
as well as exchange hauling be- 
tween farmers. 


HITCH YOUR WAGON 
TO A STAR 


Likewise, no regulation of 

trucking of livestock from the 
farm to the nearest licensed sales 
pavilion, market, or railroad. 
3 Provision for $15 application 

fee instead of $5 for common 
and contract carriers and $5 for 
private carriers, as at present; 
also provision for $5 fee for pri- 
vate operators; and a raise from $5 
to $10 for common and contract 
carriers. 

The railway commission is 

given supervision over inter- 
state carriers hauling through the 
state. 

The commission is required, 

within 90 days of effective date 
of proposed act, to institute in- 
vestigation into rate structures 
with a view of adjusting them. 





Amid the births and deaths, the rises, y 


falls and mergers of publishing, suddenly 


there appears a meteoric opportunity, an 


advertisin 


Farmer’s Wife”. 


natural—“Farm Journal and 


Much more than just the largest rural 
magazine, “Farm Journal and Farmer’s 
Wife” is born full-grown as one of the a 
great national magazines of the day. Wore: 


It stands among the first eight in circu- 


lation in all America. 


It is among the first three 
delivered circulation. 


in home- 


It is the national advertiser’s oppor- 


tunity to buy farm-family 


urban circulation. 


urchasing 
power in the same huge blocks and at the 
same low cost that he now pays for mass, 


*Farm Journal and Farmer’s Wife” of- ° 


fers more even than that. For, by print- 
ing in a single magazine the very covers 


and contents of two fine publications, it 
focusses on this one magazine the loyalty, ve 


belief and enthusiastic followin 
and women in millions of rura 
It welds them into full-family coverage. 


of men 
homes. 


It creates a powerful influence over fam- . 


ily buying. 


Meteoric opportunity indeed! America’s 
largest advertisers have been the first to “ 


hitch their wagons to it. 





aad 
Farmer 


Graham Patterson, Publisher 


ife 


WASHINGTON SQUARE, PHILADELPHIA 
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for Dealers! 





Nash Safety Service Plan Appeals to Owner Pridd, 
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Four-Page Mailer, Contest 


Designed as Traffic Builder 


DETROIT.—Nash’s new safety 
campaign, appealing to owners’ 
sense of pride, is already dem- 
onstrating a surprising pulling 
power, according to Karl M. 
Greiner, retail service promotion 
manager of Nash Motors. 

Designed as a traffic builder to 
dealers’ service departments, more 
than 39,000 copies of the new bul- 
letin will be mailed by dealers to 
Nash owners’ during March, 
Greiner said. 

The four-page-mailer is expect- 
ed to prove effective from two 
angles. Each month the cover of 
the folder will depict a spectac- 
ular but avoidable accident taken 
from actual police records. Origi- 
nal police photographs of the ac- 
cident scenes and diagrams il- 
lustrating the manner in which the 
accident occurred are used under 
the headline, “What Would You 
Have Done?” 


Then urging the car owner to 
help prevent accidents by studying 
their causes, the bulletin each 
month offers a $50 in cash prizes 
for the best answers to the ques- 
tion. Winners are announced 
periodically in subsequent issues 
of the bulletin. 

Tying in directly with this at- 
tention- getting contest, a carefully 
selected series of safety service 





Quaint Quirks 
That Build 


Business 


Green Motors (Dodge and Plym- 
outh), Birmingham, Ala., sends out 
a return postcard to each service 
customer asking these questions: 
“Were our employes courteous?” 
‘“‘Were you unreasonably delayed?” 
“Were you satisfied with work 
done?” “Was the car, steering 
wheel, gearshift clean?” If there 
is any complaint with the service 
the management hears about it. 

~ + ~ 

To boost business during Feb- 
ruary, the Edwards Motor Co., 
Milwaukee, introduced a “Triple 
Treat” campaign. The firm stated 
that it was reducing finance 
charges to a straight 5 percent 
discount on late model used cars 
and on the new 1939 Dodge and 
Plymouth. 

“Here’s how it works,” said ad- 
vertising copy. “Suppose your bal- 
ance is $300. It costs you only 5 
percent discount, or $15, to carry 
the loan. To pay the balance 
monthly over one year, you pay 
$26.25 per month, a total of $315, 
plus the cost of the insurance.” 

+ ” + 

From time to time Wood Chev- 
rolet Co., Birmingham, Ala., slants 
its advertising to draw in the 
country trade. A “sunrise” radic 
program, with hillbilly songs anc 
used car offerings, has been quitc 
effective. 








Automobile Freight 
Car Unloading 
Equipment 


A battery operating machine for 
hoisting decks will pull decks from 
the floor to the roof of the freight 
car in thirty seconds. 


Price—$380 


Sutcliffe Storage Co., Inc. 
275 Needham Street 
Newton Upper Falls, 

Massachusetts 





“specials” is featured in the bul- 
letin each month. Each “safety 
service” group has a leader, such 
as tire inspection, chassis tight- 
ening, priced attractively. Other 
members of the group are season- 
ally selected to draw maximum 
business to the dealer’s service 
department, and 

fundamental bases: 


are on three} 
frequent ne-| 


| 


cessities, low-priced services, and | 


seasonable services. 


Chassis lubrication, for ex- 


ample, is emphasized particularly | 


in February, March, June, August, 
September and December. Spring 
conditioning naturally is em- 


phasized in April and May, as is | 


motor and gear oil change for 
spring. Steering adjustment and 
front wheel alignment are featured 
in January, May, ,July and Sep- 


tember. Winter conditioning is 
featured in October and WNo- 
vember. 


In February and August, par- 
ticular emphasis is placed on oil 
filter changes, while repacking of 
front wheel bearings is called to 
owners’ attention in March, June, 
September and December. Finish 
protection is stressed in February, 
August and November. 


Brake adjustments, clutch ad- 
justments, and many other fre- | 


quent and seasonable necessities, | 


are all timed with similar effec- 
tiveness. 


Attractively presented in two 
colors, the campaign bulletins are 
individualized, imprinted with the 
dealer’s name and address, and 
provision is made for slight serv- 
ice price variations in accordance 
with the dealer’s particular local 
requirements. 


Don’t Overlook 
Car Headlamps, 


Jacobs Advises | 


FLINT.—“Light up for safety,” 
is the advice of C. W. Jacobs, | 
Buick parts and service manager, | 
commenting on most common 
abuses of traffic regulations. 

“Automobile headlamps are 
taken pretty much for granted by 
car owners and I believe too little 
attention is paid to their proper 
adjustment after the car has been 
in service,” Jacobs said. “It is true 
that all headlamps are carefully 
inspected and properly aimed and 
adjusted when they leave the fac- 
tories. But like any other part of 
the car they need attention and 
aiming from time to time, and the 
car owner is quite likely to over- 
look them when having the car 
serviced. 

“Defective or improperly aimed 
headlights are one of the most 
common traffic abuses. Many 
states have laws regarding head- 
lights, and traffic tickets are 
frequently given for violations. 
Poor headlighting is recognized as 
a traffic hazard and motorists 
who would contribute to safety on 
the highway will see that their 
cars are maintained in proper 
condition in this respect.” 


Modern Equipment Ups 
Service Volume in Calif. 


BURLINGAME, Calif.—In June, 
1938, Burlingame Motor Co. (Pon- 
tiac) installed modern lubrication, 
motor analyzation and testing de- 
partments. During the first five 
months of 1938 customer labor 
sales showed an increase of 16 
percent over 1937 and parts sales 
an increase of 76 percent for the 
same period. 

Following the installation of the 
new equipment customer 
sales increased 25 percent. 


labor | 
market, 


MEMBERS of Chevrolet’s Record Club, 





Sales Wrough Serice— Ti} | 














honorary organization of parts and 


accessories sales managers in dealerships throughout the country, held their 


first annual conference in Detroit last week. Plant tours, 


and entertainment comprised the three-d 
| delegates, M. D. Douglas, 
ment, was the principal 
Chevrolet. 


left, manager 
speaker. 


parts men to the plants. 


LIGHTS TESTED under actual operating conditions caught the attention of 


L. P. Dyson, Redriver Motor Co., Bossier 
Stratton Motor Co., Macomb, Ill. 


THIS GROUP inspected a Chevrolet radiator grille. Left to right, 
C. Corrinet, South Street Chevrolet Co., Pittsfield. Mass.; 


Motor Co., Lafayette, Ind.; W. 
Ga.; a plant official; 
and Robert Higgins, Gilbert & Mott Chev 


U. S. to Conduet Trade 


Surveys for Exporters. 
WASHINGTON.—American ex- 
porters, seeking information about | h 
the markets for their products | 
abroad, may now avail themselves | 
|of a unique government service. 
Through its 34 foreign offices and 
the 252 American consulates lo- 
cated throughout the world, the! 
U. S. bureau of foreign and do-| 
mestic commerce will conduct in- | 
dividual foreign market trade sur- | 


p 


veys for American exporters, it | 
was announced this week. 

These surveys may result in | 3 
positive or negative action by the | ti 
field officer in behalf of the 


If, 
there 


porter. after surveying the 


is found to be a 


At right, 








A. Haddock, University Chevrolet Co., 


Herbert Eaton, Brownlee Chevrolet Co., Lakewood, O., | 


may furnish the 
| more 


| line. 
ask these distributors to write di- 
rect to the American firm, 
stated. 


supreme court has upheld the 


|} mous decision, 
act was not a pr! 
fas a law 


ex- | minimum price 
se 
prevent 
Ww 


business meetings, 
ay program, which brought 45 P&A 


sales managers here from the nine Chevrolet regions. At the banquet for the 


of the parts and accessories depart- 
E. W. Ivey, chief auditor of 


I. W. THOMPSON, assistant parts and accessories manager, accompanied the | 
He is shown here (second from right). At right is 
Ben R. Oberhelman, Avondale Chevrolet Co., Cincinnati. To the left of Thomp- 
| son are Herbert Eaton, (back) Brownlee Chevrolet, Lakewood, O., and Robert 
Higgins, Gilbert & Mott Chevrolet, Inc., Trenton, N. J. 





| Singer 


ily new, 





| rear 
joints and spring covers. 


| lar 


| 
| 


City, La., (left) and Melvin Jackson, | 


RB 


Maurice 
Carroll Miller, Horner 
Athens, 


rolet, Inc., Trenton, N. J 


ossibility for the 
orter’s product, the field officer 
names of one or 
potential distributors who 
ave expressed an interest in the 
At the same time, he will 


it was 





Fair Trade Act Upheld 
HELENA, Mont.—The Montana state 
consti 


tutionality of the state fair trade prac 
tices act passed in 1937. 


In an unani 
court held that the 
ice-fixing statute, but 
to prevent unfair competi 
business The law fixed a 
an end in it 
but in order to 
price—cutting which 
destroy competition 


the 


on in 
not as 
f, the decision stated, 
ruinous 


ould injure or 


sale of the ex- | 


| 


| owners 
| jobs” 








|alike. It has created a closer 


| The contest requires only that t 


|or less, this sentence: 


| also $500 in cash prizes to repail}) 


|to repairmen who co-operate i i 


by 
Lubrication Guide [iin 
sxpen. 

Increases Service sa 


Volume in Texas: Oa 


SAN ANTONIO, Tex. — The} a 
service department of the Or-jy000 
Motor Co. (Hudson dis- cathe 
tributors) has used a_ serviceby se 
feature which, while not especial-pere t 
is one of those servicesbgs re 
that may be revived from time tobjtior 
time with very good results. pti 

On each car brought into their c 
shops for service, a card j 
fastened to the steering wheel} prat 
which reads: : 10% 

“Mr. (name of owner), the me-gst di 
chanical work completed on yourh im 
(name of car) today was done bye of 
me. The 

“T have been careful to turn outbpvisi 
a job which, I hope, will please rey 
you. 
















luce 
“If my work is satisfactory, I'ljprerh< 





quire 
yd 
ger, 
r less 
d gr 


appreciate it if you request that ] 
do your work the next time yougn 
come to our shop.” 
(Signed) (name of mechanic) 
On the reverse side is a “Cor 














rect Lubrication” guide as_ fol4#char 
lows: PY sai 
1,000 Miles—Refill brake masteq [mpr 
cylinder. cling 
2,000 Miles—Refill air cleaner. bye a] 
2,500 Miles—Hudsonite clutch. } that 


5,000 Miles—Service brake, con4 
duits, cables, shock absorbers. 

10,000 Miles—Repack front and 
wheel bearings, universs 


is ' 
Redu 





This feature has proved popu 
with owners and mechanics 
re 
lationship that has resulted i 





| confidence on the part of thé 


|owner, and more work for thé 
mechanic. 

The “Correct Lubrication” guidé 
has brought in a substantial in 
crease in lubrication work. 


HARI 
aude 





mnsyl 
bullet 
aslati 


Ye eee roduc 
Pedrick Plans le 


quest 


Series of ‘Motor {« 
Job’ Contest¢: ;; 


t the 
PHILADELPHIA. — The Wilf** ta 
| kening Mfg. Co., makers of Ped ina 
rick piston rings, announces 4" ! 
plan designed to expose repairf' inti 
men to many extra motor jobs ant | 
repair business. oo 
Starting in April, and conq'!eel 
| tinuing monthly thereafter, a conq:"?te 
| test will be conducted among caf, t at 
and 100 Pedrick “motog™ 
will be given free eacl ron 
month to car owners in_ thg,,°¢S 
United States plus 10 in Canada 





















For 3 
h¢ it fell 
iS q 
baled 


Penn 











in 25 word 
“T want mj 
Pedric Pen 


car owner complete, 


car reconditioned with 

Piston Rings because .. . 
In addition to the 100 free moj, 

tor jobs monthly, Pedrick offer§, 


felt 
Me 
ald h 


men in the United States, Se 


$50 in Canada. 


ie 
This cash will 84 


the car-owner program. Casi 
awards will be based on a con}, 
test similar to that of car ow nery; Ro 
and in which the repairman wil Huced. 
simply finish in 24 words or les 
this sentence: “I use Pedrick Pis itish 
ton Rings in all my motor job 

because... In 














LOND 


Gets New Quarters {" dc 


MILWAUKEE.—The North short Vehi 
Buick Co. has moved into new qual ‘ard,’ 
ters in Shorewood. The firm’s servicfiet 
department, employing 15 mechanic p 
has been equipped with color-—coatl! Tat 
machinery, safety lane light alignme! The r 
and checking service 

2 pe 
s In 
d D 


FOR SALE at 
Profitable Automobile DealershiP tare, 
in South Florida. Owner has othe! ing pe 
business needing attention—wiré 
write or come see. Ty 


P. O. Box 589, Bradenton, 


DEALERSHIP 


‘0 fee] 
Florida stent 
neces 
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] e Better Parts 


, 


at has come 


ide 
» pense, a study by the Auto- 
1C@ |obile Manufacturers Assn. re- 

reals. : 
» contributed from operating 
Kas = of six different companies, 
—Theforporating the performance of 
e Or-6000 motor vehicles in_ all 
1 dis-keathers and on all roads, includ- 
servicekg service in city and country, 
Decial-fere the basis of the study which 
2rviceskas reduced to consolidated tab- 
ime tobgtions of gasoline and oil con- 
be ption and vehicle and tire re- 
to their costs. 
rd id the experience of the large fleet 
wheellsrators emphasize improvements 

, road conditions during the 
1e me-Rst decade and the strides made 
n yous improving designs and the 
one byfe of materials. 

The study focused attention on 
Irn outfpvisions Which make_ repairs 
pleas@yj replacements less frequent and 
duce overall maintenance costs. 
ry, I'lferhauling the engine, formerly 
that uired every 30,000 miles, is 
re youpw deferred to 60,000 miles or 
ger, while the cost is general- 
nic) Fless, due to simplified design 
“Corgi greater simplification and in- 
is fol4changeability of parts, the sur- 
py said. 
Improved engine design, better 
ding and air and oil filters 
sve all contributed to lower costs, 
that parts wear longer and less 
lis wasted. 


Reductions ranging from 30 to 























maste 


aner. 
lutch. 
e, con 
rs. 

nt and 
iversa 


4. Legislative 
Bills Reviewed 


For Dealers 


HARRISBURG, Pa—(UTPS)— 
ade S. Klugh, manager of the 
mnsylvania Automotive Assn., in 
bulletin to members reviews all 
uslative bills of interest to dealers 
troduced in hoth branches of the 
te legislature. 

ln his comments, Klugh said, “It 
questionable if there will be any 
fuction in taxes for the biennium, 
me 1, 1939, to May 31, 1941, at 
wt that is the impression one gains 
tt talking with many who should 
ina position to know. 

‘Qn the other hand, Gov. James 
intimated that he will do his 
wst to refrain from recommend- 
Simposition of additional taxes. 
tteel, therefore, that even though 


popu 
chanics 
ser re 
ted i 
of thé 
or thé 


” guidg 
ial in 


or 


ests 


> Wil 
f Ped 
nees 

repair 
ybs and 


1 conq: 
a con¢-™Pted reductions in taxes bear no 
ng caf! at this session, any effort put 


“moto will not be lost, for there is 
> each t possibility of reductions at the 
in thd: Session of legislature. 

‘anadaj ‘°F years, many of our members 
hat thé ie felt that the Mercantile License 
words: '§ an unjust one, and should Ix 
ant my led, despite the favorable rul- 
Swe have secured thereon. 








Pedric : : 
Pennsylvania Automotive Assn 
— . felt that: 
offerg” Mercantile License Tax Law | 
- Puld he repealed 
repair, ~~, ‘peated. 
ys * Capital stock tax should be re- 
will gf; 
an Corporate net income tax should 
~ Cash “duced. 
»{° Workmen’s Compensation L: 
a con}, | mpensation Law 
sud be amended 
wners; 
, will, Personal property tax should be 
an W*¥uced, 
or les pias 
ck Pistts: 
lish Car Sales Boom 


or job ; 
In Last Quarter of ’38 
ONDON (UTPS).—“There can 
‘to doubt that the trend of mo- 
Vehicle sales is now definitely 
ard,” according to the British 
a of Motor Manufacturers 
t Traders’ monthly report. 
te report records an increase 
““ percent in sales of automo- 
‘in Britain for the quarter 
e. [¢2, December, 1938, and states 
t 1,944,394 cars were 


rs 
Sho! 
w qual 
servi 
chanics 
coatin 
ignme? 


lershiP fy ” in use, 
Jervereted with 1,798,105 in the | 
a Ne period of 1937. 






ny LN | 
ctl the pulse of the industry, | 


“Sls ager : 
y tent reading of Automotive News 
lecessity, 


“lorida 





ar Operation Costs 


__|mproved Engine Designs, 
Aid Reduction ; 


NEW YORK.—Since 1925 the! 70 


percent in quarts of oil per) 


ost of operating a popular-priced | thousand miles were shown. High- | 
down 40 percent, due (er driving speeds and increased| 
iefly to lower repair and tire | acceleration have offset improve- | 


ments making for better economy. 
|so that gasoline consumption is 
the only cost element not show- 
ing marked improvement. How- 
ever, the records show that, at the| 
same speeds, economy models of 
low-priced cars give two or three 
miles per gallon more than did 
their predecessors of 10 years ago. 

Better springs and shock ab- 
sorbers and more accurate wheel 
alignment have combined with 
improved roads and the great ad- 
vances in the technique of tire 
building to bring a sharp drop in 
total tire costs since the 1920’s. 
One tire company reported an 83 
percent increase in tire mileage 
aa comparable conditions since 








Cut 40% Since 30, AMA Sho 








GRAHAM'S new Combination Coupe, for which a suitable name is being 
sought by the factory. Twenty dollars a word is offered for a name which 
indicates that this model is different from most coupes, in roominess, seating 
arrangement, and comfort for all passengers. 


AC’s New Drive Now 
Available for All Buses 


FLINT.—After nearly 10 years 
of development work and three 
years of field experience with its 
new electric speedometer and 
tachometer remote-control drive, 
AC Spark Plug announces it is 
making this development avail- 


The Pacific National Fire Insurance Company finds it 
a sound policy to keep agents and policyholders in 
close contact with the Home Office. 

This is done by using Bell System Teletypewriter 
Service at San Francisco Headquarters, at the Eastern 
Department in Philadelphia, Western Department in 
Chicago, and at branch offices throughout the country. 
Now any of these points can reach any of the others 
in about one minute, opening a two-way channel for 


“talking in type.” 


Results are gratifying. To quote F. N. Belgrano, Jr., 
president, “Our rapidly increasing use of “Teletype’ 
facilities reflects not only the coast-to-coast expansion 
of Pacific National, but also the practical value of this 
modern communication system to all departments and 
branches of our Company.” 

Is your communication set-up geared to your cus- 
tomer service? Would you profit by closer contact 
among scattered units? A Bell System representative 


will gladly tell you about the varied Bell System ser- 
vices. Simply call your local telephone office. 





SAN FRANCISCO 


SE cena 


able for all types of buses, track- 
less trolleys, motor boats, and 
other applications where long flex- 
ible shafts previously were used. 

The’ electric remote-control 
drive for speedometers and tach- 
ometers was designed to overcome 
difficulties with mechanically- 
driven instruments where long 
flexible shafts are used. 


GM’s Consumer, 
Dealer Sales Top 
Feb., 1938, Easily 


NEW YORK.—Sales of General 
Motors cars and trucks to con- 
sumers in the United States during 
February totaled 83,251 units, com- 
pared with 88,865 in January and 
62,831 in February, 1938. 

Sales to dealers in the United 
States in February were 115,890 
units, against 116,964 in January 
and 63,771 in the comparable month 
a year ago. 

Total sales to dealers in the 
United States and Canada, plus 
overseas shipments, amounted to 
153,886 units in February, com- 
pared with 152,746 in January and 
94,449 in February, 1938. 


Jansen Heads Office 


DETROIT. — Belnap and Thompson, 
Inc., Chicago, sales promotion agency, 
announce the opening of Detroit of- 
fices at 2457 Woodward Ave. Stanley 
W. Jansen will be in charge. 

















CHICAGO 


BELL SYSTEM TELETYPEWRITER SERVICE 





PHILADELPHIA 
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Martin Followers Set Up Independent UAW Union 
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Oust C1O-Faction Leaders, 


Start Organizational Drive 


DETROIT. — Ending an orderly 
five-day convention, the anti-CIO 
faction of the United Automobile 
Workers union this week unani- 
mously elected Homer Martin 
president and launched an organi- 
zational drive among automotive 
and aircraft workers. 

Martin on Friday issued a 
strong statement against wildcat 
strikes, and emphatically denied 
the CIO charge he was forming a 
union outside the CIO at request 
of the Ford Motor Co. 

The new independent’ union, 


AMA Estimates 
Feb. Output at 
317,200 Units 


NEW YORK.—Factory sales of 
cars and trucks in February 
totaled 317,200 units compared 
with 353,946 in January and 202,- 
597 units in February, 1938, ac- 
cording to the Automobile Manu- 
facturers Assn. 

For the first two months of this 
year factory sales totaled 671,146 
units as compared with 429,750 in 
the corresponding period of 1938, 
an increase of 56 percent. 

Previously, Automotive News 
had estimated February produc- 
tion at 317,922 cars and trucks. 


Neb. Committee Okays 


10% Alcohol Fuel Bill 


LINCOLN, Neb.—The Nebraska 
legislative agriculture committee 
has placed its stamp of approval 
on the agrol bill, revised, but still 
the first bill filed at this session, 
and it has been placed upon gen- 
eral file. 

Under its provisions, all motor 
fuel sold in Nebraska after Jan. 1, 
1940, must contain a 10 percent 
alcohol blend, provided however, 
that the agricultural products for 
this ethyl alcohol are available, 
the decision in regard to this rest- 
ing with the director of the state 
department of agriculture. The 
original bill made this blend man- 
datory. 





Seek Equal Rates 
HARRISBURG, Pa. (UTPS).— Re 
resentatives of Pennsylvania’s truck- 
ing and railroad interests recently re- 
sumed their efforts to bring truck 
rates and rail rates in Pennsylvania 
to the same level. Another meeting is 

scheduled for Mar. 31. 


Outpost of HAWAII 
IN NEW YORK! 


Mi fr 

















Today, Honolulu hospitality 
—renowned among travelers 
—extends all the way to New 
York! Visitors to both agree 
that you find the same warm 
kind of welcome at The 
Lexington — just stop at this 
friendly hotel and quickly 
find it out for yourself! Con- 
veniently located in the heart 
of the Grand Central area. 


JLOTEL LEXINGTON, 
Lexington Ave. at 48th St., New York 
Charles E. Rochester, Vice-President & Managing Director 


oro ™™ 





which claimed representatives 

from a majority of UAW mem- 

bers, during its session: 

1 Officially ousted 20 suspended 
members of the international 

executive board and barred them 

from the union. 


Determined that affiliation will 
not be sought with either the 
CIO or AFL. 


Decided to submit within 10 
months a proposed constitu- 
tional amendment calling for di- 
rect vote on election and recall of 
officers, and settlement of disputes 
on major policy. 
4 Adopted a resolution condemn- 
ing all “isms’ — Communism, 
Nazism and Fascism—and barring 
“ism” members from membership 
in the Martin bloc of the UAW. 
Passed resolutions designed to 
strengthen Martin’s position in 
the pending court battle between 
the two rival unions. 
Declared illegal all actions and 
rulings issued by the CIO board 
and by R. J. Thomas, as president 
of the CIO-faction of UAW. 
Martin denied that he had been 
approached by AFL since conven- 
tion’s action in divorcing itself 
from CIO. He indicated, however, 
that there would be close co- 
operation between his union and 
David Dubinsky’s independent 
Ladies’ Garment Workers union, 
which recently bolted the CIO. 
The CIO bloc of the UAW, 
headed by Thomas, will convene 
its annual convention Mar. 24. 


Dealers Added 
To Graham Rolls 


DETROIT.—Since the start of 
the national spring drive activity, 
which includes a series of dealer 
meetings in distributor cities, Gra- 
ham sales executives report a 
number of new sales agreements 
signed, and several more in pros- 
pect. 

Gere Auto Corp., Syracuse, 
N. Y.; John H. Kress Co., Pitts- 
burgh; Nelson-Gibbs Motors, Inc., 
Spokane, Wash., and E. W. 
Schwarz Motor Co., Milwaukee, 
have signed distributor contracts. 

Dealers recently added to the 
Graham rolls include Roy C. 
Anderson, San Jose, Calif., Edd 
Jones Motor Co., Springfield, Mo., 
Stewart Motor Co., Joplin, Mo., 
Robinson Motor Sales, Jackson, 
Mich., and Axtell Motor Sales, 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 





Remodeling Is Planned 


By Guaranteed Parts 


SENECA FALLS, N. Y.—Be- 
tween $40,000 and $50,000 will be 
spent within the next few months 
by the Guaranteed Parts Corp., 
manufacturers of automobile parts 
and bakelite products, in remodel- 
ing the former Fairhouse, Inc., 
building on the Auburn-Seneca 
Falls highway. 

The building was recently pur- 
chased by the corporation, which 
has its manufacturing center in 
Union Springs, N. Y. Its New 
York City office will be moved to 
this village and all of its products 
will be shipped from here, as soon 
as alterations to the building are 
completed. 


Dhe Jllaya 


Preferred by those who are 
satisfied with nothing but 
the best. Facing Central 
Park, the Plaza is ideally 
located in the social cen- 
ter of New York. Subway 
station at Hotel direct to 
New York World's Fair ©= 


Henry A. Rost, President and Managing Director 


FIFTH AVENUE ¢ at 59th STREET 


=Et~< v6 








EDUARDO DIBOS, left, lord mayor 


of Lima, Peru, and Hudson distributor 


for that city, is here shown discussing South American merchandising plans 
with William R. Tracy, vice-president in charge of sales of the Hudson Motor 
Car Co. Mayor Dibos is a frequent visitor to the United States as past governor 


of International Rotary for Peru, the 


Peruvian delegate to the International 


Road Congress and in other official business capacities. 





Railroads Accused by NHUC 
Of Violating Joint Agreement 


Special to Automotive News 


WASHINGTON.— That Ameri- 
can railroads are engaging in a 
nationwide campaign for the en- 
actment of federal and state laws 
imposing excessive burdens on 
highway transportation to “equal- 
ize competition” at the expense of 
the consuming public, was the ac- 
cusation made here this week by 
the National Highway Users Con- 
ference. 

These punitive activities on the 
part of the railroads, the confer- 
ence stated, are in direct violation 
of a Railroad-Highway User agree- 
ment that “no legislation should 
be enacted which has for its pur- 
pose the stifling of any legitimate 
form of transportation.” Further, 
they have resulted in legislation 
of the kind condemned by Secre- 
tary of Agriculture Wallace in a 
study just completed on the effects 
of “State Trade Barriers” in mar- 
keting farm products. 


While continuing to adhere to 
the principles set forth in the 
Railroad - Highway User agree- 
ment, entered into by a committee 
of equal representation from each 
group, the conference announced 
that henceforth highway users 
will fight back, and that they will 
undertake to expose all railroad 
schemes to “equalize competition” 
by restricting the use of the high- 
ways, the effect of which would 





Additional Gains 
Reported in Tool 


Trade Companies 


DETROIT. — Further moderate 
gains are reported by the machine 
tool trade. Inquiries in general 
continued good, and at one or two 
centers buying also is on a larger 
scale. 

February was a good month in 
the New York area for a number 
of dealers, and March prospects 
point to further gains. Textile 
machinery manufacturers and the 
machine tool companies 
selves are placing good orders in 
the New England territory. 

General industrial sources are 
adding their demand to 
from the government and aircraft 
builders, which have been fairly 
good for some time. 

At Cleveland, March promises 
to continue the gains of February. 
Press manufacturers have expe- 
rienced recent improvement in in- 
quiries, with automobile manu- 
facturers in the market. 

Sentiment at Chicago is good, 
although business has not moved 
ahead fast. Two railroads are ask- 
ing for prices on shop equipment, 
and in general the volume of in- 
quiries is being maintained. The 
Cincinnati market has a slight up- 
ward trend, with domestic in- 
quiries tending to overshadow 
foreign business. 


them- | 


orders | 


| be to increase transportation costs 
to the public. 

In the declaration of new policy, 
the conference, which is composed 
of national farm, motorist, dairy 
distributing, livestock, retail and 
other user organizations and trade 
associations in the automotive- 
highway field made public a re- 
port approved by its governing 
body, the advisory committee. 
Highway users are called upon in 
the report to utilize “every fa- 
cility at their command to com- 
bat railroad propaganda and other 
activities directed against high- 
way transportation.” 

The report describes briefly the 
creation in 1932 of a committee 
of railroad presidents and repre- 
sentatives of highway users. The 
committee’s unanimous’ agree- 
ment on a declaration of policy 
affecting all transportation and its 
recommendations of principles to 
govern taxation and regulation of 
highway transportation have be- 
come known as the “Joint Agree- 
ment of 1933.” 

Notwithstanding the “Joint 
Agreement,” the railroads have 
since increased their attacks on 
highway transportation, the re- 
port states. As definite proof, it 
cites testimony of railroad repre- 
sentatives in hearings held by a 
sub-committee of the senate in- 
terstate commerce committee a 
year ago and adds: 

“The evidence there tells only 
part of the story.” The remainder 
is found in printed statements, 
pamphlets and advertisements of 
the railroads and in addresses of 
their spokesmen. 

The conference declares that 
railroad efforts constitute a direct 
threat to the full use by the 
American people of the highways 
for which they have paid heavily 
in taxes during the past 20 years. 
These railroad efforts are aimed 
at the average motorist as well as 
at the operator of a commercial 
motor vehicle. If fully effective, 
the result would be to keep the 
family car locked in the garage. 

Instead of advocating what the 
country needs most—the best of 
all kinds of transportation in the 
| world—the railroads, according to 
the conference, are opposing 
transportation progress by: 

l Sponsoring or supporting bills 

in many states to increase spe- 
cial motor vehicle taxes and fees, 
to divert revenues from such taxes 
to non-highway purposes and to 
limit highway use; 

Opposing reciprocity among 

states, which is favored by the 
American Association of Motor 
Vehicle Administrators, and op- 
posing uniform sizes and weight 
laws as proposed in the Uniform 
Code of the American Association 
of State Highway Officials, and 

Seeking to increase trade bar- 





|*% riers between states, such as 
|ports of entry, which barriers 
|have been condemned by the 
Council of State Governments, as 
well as by the Department of 
| Agriculture in its study. 
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.|Studebaker Opens 


| tic meeting this week, highlighted 


ny 


Ae 


Dealer Previews 


Of New Champion 


CHICAGO.—Packing the grand 
ballroom of the Stevens hotel to 
sapacity, Studebaker dealers and 
jistributors staged an enthusias- 
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sy talks by Paul G. Hoffman, 
yresident; C. S. Fletcher, general 
ales manager; the viewing of a 
sound film, and an inspection of 
the new Studebaker Champion 
nodels with which the company 
will invade the low-priced car 
field early next month. 

The luncheon meeting proved a 
gala event in other ways, with H. 
S. Vance, chairman of the board, 
the engineers responsible for the 
Champion, and other officials in 
ittendance, along with notables 
from the realm of Chicago in- 
dustry, commerce and banking. 


Two head tables were set up at 
different levels, the gentlemen of 
the press being accorded  the}Pro 
honor of seats in the front row of te | 
tables. Sim 

Hoffman and Fletcher in their ee 
talks stressed the points that the Mary]; 
new cars will make their appeal to 
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of low price but also of economy 
through lighter weight withoutf . 
sacrifice of roominess. Style and vera 
mechanical innovations, they bvad 
added, will also be emphasized. Th | 
An elaborate advertising and}. b 
merchandising campaign will back. ° 
the new Studebakers, which havef., 
required the expenditure of $3,-P° 
500,000 for retooling and revamp-f2™! 
ing the plant. b 
Dealers who viewed the cars bg 
agreed with the factory chiefs 
that Studebaker has good reason Pr 
for expecting 10 percent or more 
of the sales potential for 1939 and ( 
succeeding years in the low priced 
field to which it caters. DET 


lotors 
domes 


Survey Covers tly 


Dallas Market al 


DALLAS. — One-eighth of theb ‘soc 
national market, with one-seventb},, ing 
of the nation’s total buying power, comn 
is concentrated in the four statetfyna) 
of the Gulf Southwest—Texas, Ok-] phi, 
lahoma, Arkansas and Louisiana the 

A new survey of the Southwest fy y 
rn market has just been com}: rer 
pleted and published by the Dallathy ay, 
chamber of commerce under thebat th 
title “The Dallas Market.” Def. 4; 
signed specifically for decentrali ghly 
zation-minded manufacturers andbriog 
distributors, the new survey is fac-fverta 
tual, well illustrated and attrac-]If th, 
tive in form. are g 

It carries a supplementary mapfill pr, 
in color, showing white popula-fle fir 
tion density by counties in thet was 
Southwest, freight service facili- 
ties from Dallas, oil and gas fields 
of the mid-continent area, aver AT 
age freight rates, buying powe 

To 
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within various radii from Dallas 
and airline connections. 


New Fair Trades Act i 
OK’d by Neb. Committe@:ile } 
LINCOLN, Neb.—LB 86, a nev pela 

unfair trades practice act, waj/ th 

approved this week by Nebraska’ nclave 
legislative banking, commerce anq tomo! 
insurance committee after a lively eld 
hearing. scqua 
Opponents of the bill declared Mo. 
it is opposed to public interest “Usk 
because it fixes prices in restrain}® 

of competition. Friends of the bill 

insisted that it would be “the sal, §, 

vation for business. beset 0}! 

chiselers, and claimed that the de: I 

fects of the 1937 act which wa}WAs} 

knocked out by the  supremfcking 












court had been eliminated. Perry 
Ys of : 

Yable 

“A reliable company in_ norther2 Ff Contr; 
Ohio needs room for expansion and} the e; 
desires to dispose of its truck body f perm 
department.” Address Christia® Pre pe 
Girl, Room 318, Bolton Square fing 
Hotel, Cleveland. ‘OpOse¢ 
ted 


Mes. 
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nSerious Menace Seen in Nevada Trademark Bill 


——- 


1s |Adequate Protection Seen 
'S In Present Common Laws TRENTON, N. J.—Auto- In East, Reported Bright 


— special to Automotive News 


rand| NEW YORK.—State trademark 
ol to} pgistration laws, such as now 
and proposed in a bill pending before 
Sias- |ihe Nevada legislature and re- 
thted |orted under consideration in 
man, |other states, are seen by man- 
neral |yfacturing and advertising spokes- 
of almen here as threatening endless 
yn of|jtigation and increased trade- 
pion} mark piracy, instead of aiding 
pany }jysiness and embodying greater 
car |protection as claimed by propo- 
nents. 
The current Nevada proposal is 
aid to be similar to a bill passed 
ty the 1935 legislature of that 
r theltate and vetoed by its governor. 
ls in|it provides for mandatory trade- 
ables|mark registration at a fee of $10 
) in-}or each trade-mark by the own- 
ng. jz regardless of the number 
up at wned. An unregistered trade- 
en of faark could within six months be 
thejmpropriated by anyone in the 
ow of}tate as “common property.” 
Similar proposals have been de- 
thei vated in other years by the legis- 
€l'itures of New Jersey, New York. 
it thely.yland, Rhode Island and other 
eal tol..tes. Principally because of its 
basis|enue raising possibilities, the| 
NOMYireme is now reported as under | 
ithout} nsideration by legislatures of 
> andiveral states as well as the| 
they evada lawmill. 
a. The proposed legislation is found | 
ae observers here to be almost} 
a manimously opposed by industry | 
‘ $3. nd business. It is pointed out the 
vamp-pncipal beneficiaries would be| 
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big First Quarter | 
chiefs 
reasonl Profit Seen For 
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General Motors) 


DETROIT.—Sales of General 
tors Corp. from all sources 
domestic and foreign) are cur- 
nly running at a rate that in- 
cates first quarter profits at least 
‘ke to the corresponding period 
th #1936 when total sales amounted 
of theb 500,167 cars and trucks and 
eventhhmings were equivalent to $1.17 
poWelicommon share, the Wall Street 
statefiumnal declares. 
is, O ‘lThis estimate may prove to be 
181aN2h the conservative side, depend- 
hwestly upon the trend of sales in 
comf: remainder of this month. In 
Dallatky event, there is ample evidence 
- fat the corporation’s report for 
De-fe first quarter will provide 
ntralitihly satisfactory results for a 
rs anfriod that has been somewhat 
is fac-Reertain from the outset. 
attrac-}If the 1936 earnings of $1.17 a 
are are exceeded, this quarter 
y maPpll prove to be the most profit- 
opula-fle first period since 1929 when 


in thet was equal to $1.37 a share. 
facili- 


aver ADA Delegates 


balls] To Get Reception 


SAN FRANCISCO.—An enthu- 
“tic welcome is being planned 
-.. 1, “isitors to the National Auto- 
nitteébile Dealers Assn. convention to 
a new held here Apr. 17-19. 
t, was On the three days preceding the 
raskag“lave, the annual California 
-ce anfmobile golf tournament will 
1 livelyf “ld at Del Monte. Tournament 
“dquarters will be at the Hotel 
eclaref, Monte, according to William 
interest ughson, general chairman of | 
sstrainy NADA convention. 
the bill 
4 sit S. Trucking Seeks 
the de| Extension on Notes 


ch WAWASHINGTON.—T he U. S. 
upremficking Corp. has asked the ICC 
. Permit the extension for 90 
*S of $620,000 six per cent notes 
Yable to the Pittston Co., which 
orther®f Ontrolled by Erie Railroad. 
on and © extension is sought in order 
k body Permit the working out of a 
aristian re permanent arrangement con- 
Squarefing the Pittston notes. It is 
osed to issue a five year se- 
ee Obligation to replace the 
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Overland’s Sales Outlook 


Vice Versa 


motive tax receipts would be 
firms engaged in the business of available for constant gen- 


egisteri te eral uses, without the need . — Willys-Overland | ficials told me the cars of our line 
ph agg ug oo of diversion legislation, un- iignere ye York pa the New] which are in the municipal serv- 
seeking more ieauae an te der terms of a bill to abolish England states anticipate a sub-|ice have proved so economical to 
creased bureaucrac Adopti f dedicated state funds which stantial upturn in sales during the | operate and maintain that the city, 
such legislati ¥ es gees has been introduced in the || ,..t six months. This was re-|in the interest of good business, 
gislation by several states state legislature here by by M. J. Gold sales | is adding more of our autos to its 
would lead to conflicts, and the A bl J. S. Glicken- ported by . v3. Golden, acing 
way would be open to consumer- ee ee ee manager of Willys-Overland Mo-| fleet,” the sales manager said. 
deception through appropriated -— 2 tors, Inc., after a business trip Appointment of new Willys dis- 
trademarks. State line barri The measure is the direct || through the East. Golden said|tributors in Kingston, Pa., and 
to commerce would b ct id d to opposite of action being Crandall Hicks, Boston dealer, re-|San Antonio, Tex., were an- 
further disrupt eat eee || sought by automotive in- ported there has been more in-|nounced yesterday. The Mann 
commerce Pr national unity of |) terests to constitutionally || terest in the Willys-Overland line} Motors Co. will serve Kingston 
Manufacturine } ; prohibit highway fund di- |) quring the last month than at any|and the L. C. Martin Motor Co. 
SS Lo a ee time during the last two years. | will distribute the Willys-Over- 
to feel trade marks are now given Arthur Pickett, New York dis-| land line in San Antonio. 
adequate common law protection Pa. Regi ° Ri tributor, declared his territory (a 
in their territory of distribution. a. Khegistrations Kise will exceed by 25 percent its Aporoved by SAE 
Although patent office registration}. HARRISBURG, Pa.—(UTPS)—The| March quota and an additional NEW Gemsc tener s * different 
does not provide immediate and|PUreau of motor vehicles this week! order from the Toledo plant will| kinds of nickel alloy steels have been 


complete protection, it fortifies ae cckiiee name a ee be be necessary to fill the unexpected eS the, Society aot eee 
, : . . En use 
the owners’ claim in whatever|on Jan. 31, 1939, was 1,693,490 as com-|4emand, Golden said. cars, buses and trucks, according to 


subsequent litigation may arise. pared with 1,669,926 on Jan. 31, 1938, “In Hartford, Conn., city of-!'the International Nickel Co. 












-} THAT'S WHY | SELL THEM!” 


BERRY MOTOR CAR CO., PACKARD DISTRIBUTOR, 


8 out of 10 
d why th Ow know 


a ab i 
€Cessary to complece santas 
; 
aati ney car buyers Said th 
Me ve Dought LifeG t 


€ salesman ha asked — if 
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These dealers will also tell you that LifeGuards are 
a big stimulus to casing sales, without any effort on 
the part of the dealer. 


“The answer to the new car dealer's prayer...that’s Life- LifeGuards constitute one of today’s most profitable 
Guard,” says George M. Berry, Packard distributor in “add-on” equipment items... and practically every 
St. Louis, Mo. “8 out of 10 car owners know about = yew car buyer is a prospect. 

LifeGuards .. . want them... and there's a substantial , 


profit for every set you sell. Our new car and service Why not cash in on this enormous market? Get in 
salesmen are all enthusiastic about LifeGuards.” touch with the Goodyear district office nearest you for 


full details of the comprehensive LifeGuard sales and 
advertising program. Or write to R. S. Wilson, Vice 
President in Charge of Sales, Goodyear, Akron. 





7 easiest thing to sell people is something they al- 
ready want. Everybody wants to be safe...and that’s 


why so many new car dealers are finding LifeGuards . 
aut of the most profitable “add-on” equipment items. Facts About the LifeGuard Market! 


Recent surveys indicate that: in thelow- or wodinm-peicesctasnes, 
Nor is the LifeGuard market confined to buyers of #0": of all motorists now know 67> of these cons axe three years 
4 ee oe ‘ > bn > i t the -w LifeGuar ic ; 

new cars, even though that is an easy time to finance = abou ee 60% of 1938 new car buyers say they 
them. Any new car dealer who sells them will tell you ,4-; o¢riteGuard owners have ine i" interested in buying LifeGuards. 
cna vat : > ceruice Pe kee ’ But only 1 new car buyer in 20 has 

7 > 2 2 2 ( : I t 
that a big LifeGuard harvest is reaped in the service Games af fess than OS.000 & peas been asked to buy LifeGuards —so 
department, by service salesmen. 80°: of LifeGuard owners have cars the market hasn't been scratched. 


For Complete Motoring Safety... 4-Wheel Brakes... All-Steel Body. . . Safety Glass... and 


GOODFYEAR LIFEGUARBS 


LIFEGUARD is a registered trade-mark of The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company, 





cance sous naa 
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Many of my friends among the dealers in the Chrysler organization, as well as many 
among the dealers I know in other motorcar groups, have called on me or written me 
letters asking me why I left the Chrysler Corporation, with which I was associated for 
fifteen years, and what this new move is all about. 


I accepted the office of President and General Manager of Willys-Overland Motors, 
Inc. because I felt that Willys-Overland offered the greatest opportunity for an outstanding 
success now open in the entire industry. 


Before I made my decision to head this company, I made a complete and serious in- 
vestigation of the product, the personnel, the engineering developments and the immediate 
future of the organization. 


Now that I have been here long enough to become acquainted with actual operations 
inside the Company, I am even more enthusiastic over what we have than I was when I 
made up my mind to make the move I have made. 


The Willys-Overland car is a good 4-cylinder automobile. It is about 1000 pounds 
lighter than either of the three largest selling cars in the low-priced field. It is priced at 
$595 for a Four-Door Sedan delivered at Toledo (Federal and local taxes and transportation 
extra). It is a car that is large enough to give 6-footers plenty of room for comfort and 
relaxation. It rides with amazing comfort over all roads. It has power and speed to match 
any low-priced car. It accelerates with the best of them. And it gives this kind of per- 
formance at an operating cost of less than 1 cent a mile. 


These facts alone make it, in my maute 
possibilities in volume sales. 


Today, it is the only car on the Aqmar! 
rolet and Plymouth made their start, angh th 
These other three cars have stepped aw4this. 





cars, more expensive to buy and more egt0 0} 


We feel that, with the rise in the flivin 
middle and lower income groups who c@le tt 
to drive a Willys-Overland. This grouppys f 
bile buyers. There is also a great markgilys 
two or three cars and who feel the neegr of 
eral use. For the traveling salesman, §busi 
who require economical transportation, {10 0 
their requirements as does the Willys-0 


With these advantages in such a gket, 
handled by the Dealer in the modern 
heavy overhead that most lines of cars freces 
free from the experience of many De@, in | 
catch up with their losses, in bad tinflaras 
throughout their whole experience, are forki 





We expect to keep Willys-Overfhe li 
gs OF 





working to reduce costs and to pass 
build only one line of cars, always offerftrans 
the most exacting comparison with oth@ad tl 


This means that the Dealer can Mfard 1 
investment than he can handle any othfcars. 
heavy stock of high-priced, slow-movingadise 





Because Willys-Overland is simpitchar 
be required to carry a heavy investmefts an 
quick turnover in his parts stock. 


We want more Dealers. There funity 
Dealers who are handling other lines, #the \ 
through a small separate company. 





We are also looking for good soufandis, 
territories. 


Those of you who have watcheftk in 
development of the Plymouth to its v#s po: 
we will use will be productive of early |tusine 
under way. 


my automobile for which there are unlimited 


1e Aqmarket, in the field in which Ford, Chev- 
t, angh they made their greatest sales progress. 
i awjthis field as they have built larger, heavier 
ore eto operate. 


the fiiving, there are millions of families in the 

ho ca@ie to realize that it is good sense for them 
roupfys made up the great volume of automo- 
nark#ilys-Overland among families who own 
-neegr of the type of Willys-Overland for gen- 
1an, business men, school teachers, and others 
ion, fn0 other car built that so completely fills 
ys-U 


th afket, Willys-Overland is a car that can be 
rm vean by modern way, without the need for 
cars fecessary for the Dealer to assume. He is 
Deg, in good times, are generally working to 
d tinfarassed by financial worries, and who, 
are forking for their landlord and banker. 










Dverthe light, four-cylinder car field, steadily 
Ss thtgs on to the retail buyer. Our plans are to 
offerf transportation that will continuously stand 
oth@nd that will be sold at the lowest price. 


an Ifard to handling Willys-Overland for less 
oth€cars. He will not be compelled to carry a 
»vingadise in order to retain his fast-moving line. 


simphtchanical construction, the Dealer will not 
tmefs and in service setup, and he will get a 


ere funity, where we have open territory, for 


es, the Willys-Overland with the other line or 


soufandisers to act as Distributors for valuable 


cheftk in the important part I played in the 
S Vales Position, must realize that the methods 
rlyusiness as the Spring selling season gets 


The Willys-Overland Speedway Sedan, with the delivered price of $595, at Toledo, 
Ohio, not including transportation and Federal or other taxes, is a car which will appeal not 
only to the new car buyer who has been put to a strain to buy any one of the other three 
low-priced cars. It will appeal to fleet buyers, to salesmen, and, of even greater importance, 
to the 6,000,000 car buyers who have been searching the used car markets for an auto- 
mobile they feel they can afford to own. 


At $595, delivered at Toledo, transportation, local and Federal taxes extra, this Willys- 
Overland Speedway Sedan is a far better, and more economical buy than used cars selling 
at $495. Finance charges are lower, time payments can be extended over more months, 
and operating costs in themselves are so much lower that the man who has been thinking 
of buying a used car should be easily swung around to a new Willys-Overland. 


Not only do we have advantages in price, dealer investment, and in performance, but 
we have an organization of young men, all of them with broad experience in the automo- 
bile industry and particularly in the light car field. 


Our Engineering Department is headed by Delmar (“Barney”) Roos, as Vice President. 
He was for many years with Studebaker, worked there with Fred Zeder, when Fred headed 
Studebaker engineering. He was consulting engineer with the leading European builders 
of light cars. Associated with Barney in the engineering department is Floyd Kishline, for- 
merly with the Graham Paige organization, and a leading engineer in the development of 
fuel economy and motor efficiency. 


Associated with me, in the sales division, as sales manager, is Maury Golden, who 
was also with me for 7 years in the Chrysler and Plymouth organization, and previous to 
that was for 7 years with the Chevrolet division of General Motors, always as a sales executive. 


Our doors are always open to Dealers and Distributors. We are interested in every 
development in the field as well as at the factory. 


I would like to have you give Willys-Overland your serious consideration, either as 
a line which you would like to handle yourself, or one offering a most unusual opportunity 
for you to become interested in through a subsidiary company, managed by some young 
and opportunity-minded man under your direction and with your backing. Come to see me 
personally, as many of your fellow dealers have already done, or write to me and I will 
send you details of what we can do. 


Cordially yours, 


GW Pew 


Joe Frazer 
President, Willys-Overland Motors, Inc. 
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Automotive Sales 


Index of NSPA 


Up 18% Over Dec. 


DETROIT. — According to the 
Automotive Sales Index, based on 
reports from National Standard 
Parts Assn. manufacturers, sales 
for January were 13 percent ahead 
of December, registering 136. This 
is 33 percent ahead of January a 
year ago. 

Replacement parts shipped to 
wholesalers in January were also 
13 percent ahead of December, 
registering 124 compared with 
110. January is just 31 percent 
ahead of January, 1938. 

Shop equipment and __ tools 
shipped to wholesalers showed a 
slight decline of 4 percent from 
123 in December to 118 in Jan- 
uary. However, this is 11 percent 
ahead of January last year. 
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A VICTORY BREAKFAST at the Detroit Leland this week, Hudson 
Motor 
Car Co. celebrated the doubling of Hudson retail sales in Wayne County for 
February over January. William R. Tracy, vice president in charge of sales 
for the Hudson Motor Car Co., and W. A. James, director of advertising, were 


AT 
metropolitan dealers under the distributorship of the Aaron DeRoy 


guests of honor até the breakfast. Tracy, right, is here shown congratulating 
Eddie Anderson of Walker Motors, Inc. who led all salesmen in the Detroit 
area with a record of $14,000 worth of new cars in 18 days. At the extreme 
left is Tom Kent, manager of Bertrand’s Sales & Service, who led all dealers 
by selling 53 new Hudsons during the 18-day period, and W. A. James. 


WATCH NEWSWEEK 
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r, Truck Sales Off Only 13 Percent 
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Sharp Recovery Near End 
Increases Total to 128,059 


TORONTO.—Canada’s sales of 
motor vehicles reached a mark of 
128,059 units in 1938, a drop of 
20,441 units or 13.77 percent from 
the 1937 total of 148,500. 

In comparison with the United 
States’ drop of approximately 45 
percent, the Dominion’s showing is 
a strong one, particularly when it 
is considered that at the six 
months’ mark the 1938 sales were 
down by about 20 percent. A sharp 
recovery in the later months, due 
largely to the early introduction 
of the 1939 models, made the final 
strong showing possible. 

Passenger car sales of 101,635 
units were 14.61 percent below the 
1937 figure of 119,020. Commercial 
car sales showed up better since 
the 26,424 total for 1938 was only 
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THERE IS SIGNIFICANCE IN NEWSWEEK’S 
FEBRUARY GAIN OF 85% IN ADVERTISING 
LINAGE. In advertising revenue, Newsweek shows a February 
gain of 116%. 
In both linage and revenue, Newsweek tops the field with the 
biggest per cent gain of any magazine. 


Notable though these increases are, they are the more impressive 
when it is remembered that Newsweek has been chalking up con- 
sistent gains month after month, since last July. 


The reasons? For one, Newsweek’s unique editorial formula, that 
has attracted an audience of more than 330,000 above-average, 
high-income families. In fact, by all available data, a dollar spent 
in Newsweek buys more families with annual incomes of $3,000 
and more, than can be bought in any other weekly. 


Newsweek orn 
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Watch Newsweek 


MAGAZINE OF NEWS 
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10.37 percent below the 29,480 
sales made in 1937. 

Relatively, Western Canada 
made a much better showing than 
the East. The four Western prov- 
inces, led by Alberta, combined to 
show a drop of only 8.71 percent 
in total motor vehicle sales com- 
pared with the East’s drop of 15.37 
percent. Passenger car sales in the 
West slumped 13.79 percent from 
the 1937 level as compared with a 
drop of 14.86 in the East, while 
in the commercial car field sales 
were 8.66 percent above the 1937 
total in comparison with the East’s 
drop of 17.58 percent. 

For the first time in history 
General Motors relinquished first 
position in passenger car sales 
when Chrysler topped them by 
nearly 100 units. The Chrysler 
Corp.’s sales of 33,370 Dodges, 
Plymouths, Chryslers and De Sotos 
compared with GM’s sales of 33,- 
285 units of all their passenger car 
lines. Ford Motor Co.’s sales of 
21,790 Fords and Lincoln-Zephyrs 
landed this manufacturer in third 
place. Best showing of the inde- 
pendents was made by Nash, 
which took fourth place with 3,- 
309 passenger cars sold. 

Ford Still at Top 

Individual placings still finds 
“ord at the top of the heap inso- 
‘ar as the Dominion is concerned, 
followed by Chevrolet, Dodge, 
?lymouth, Pontiac and McLaugh- 
in that order. Only 
‘hange in the standing of the first 
six in 1938 as compared with 1937 
was that Oldsmobile dropped to 
‘ighth slot, giving way to Mc- 
Laughlin-Buick. 

Standings of the first six in the 
commercial car field remained un- 
changed, with Ford again leading, 
followed in order by Chevrolet, 
International, Dodge, Fargo and 
GMC. 

When commercial car sales are 
taken into account, General Mo- 
tors still leads in total motor ve- 
hicle sales with a total of 40,891. 
Chrysler ranked second with 37,- 
582 and Ford third with 30,201. 

There was some variation in the 
proportion of the market taken by 
the “Big Three” in 1938 from the 
1937 record. They increased their 
share from 86.3 percent in 1937 
to 86.9 percent in 1938. In the 
commercial car field International 
materially improved its standing 
increasing its share of the market 
to 15.6 percent in 1938 from 12.3 
in 1937. The “Big Three” dropped 
to 76.5 percent of the commercial 
car sales compared with 79.1 the 
previous year. 

Output Down 20% 

Production of motor vehicles in 
1938 at 166,142 units was 19.92 
percent below the . 17 463 reported 


for 1937. Compar vith other 
years, this show «1 increase 
over 1936, a dec: rom 1935, 


and an increase 0\ 1934, 1933, 
1932, 1931 and 193u. Included in 
the 1938 output were 125,081 pas- 
senger cars and 41,061 commercial 
vehicles, declines of 18 and 25 
percent from the figures of 1937. 

Exports in 1938 totaled 57,909 
units, a decline of 12.45 percent 
from the 66,143 in the previous 
year. Imports of 15,154 units, 
mostly from the United States, 
were 24.49 percent under the 20,- 
069 units of 1937. 


Affiliate With MATA 


MONTREAL.—The Canadian Auto- 
motive Wholesalers Assn., Eastern 
Canada division, has unanimously de- 
cided to affiliate with the Montreal 
Automobile Trade Assn., Ltd. To fa- 
cilitate entrance of wholesalers in the 
MATA, a new section has been formed 
composed exclusively of the whole 
sale merchants selling various auto 
mobile accessories and parts to the 
retailers. 


Winnipeg Eyes Retail 
WINNEPEG.—The city councij will 
ask the Manitoba legislature to give 
municipalities power to enter the re- 
tail gasoline business. Council mem- 


| bers declared that prices in Mantoba, 


whe hrang fro m27 to 32 cents a gal- 
lon ,including a 7-cent gallonage tax. 
were exhorbitant and out of line with 
those in other provinces. 
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+ [Roosevelt Presses Program to Spur Trade Recovery 


Chrysler Chiefs Optimistic 
Following Survey in South 
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AFL-CIO Conferences Seen 


Basis for Eventual Peace 


Ry William Ullman 
Staff Correspondent 

WASHINGTON .—Along a broad 
font this week at the National 
Capital efforts were being made 
fo stimulate greater activity on 
the part of business and industry 
by continued and increased em- 
phasis by the Administration that 
its greatest concern is to bring 
about a return of a normal re- 
covery. It was made plain that no 
“reform” legislation of a radical 
character will be offered at this 
session of Congress; and the word 
has been spread quite generally 
that business and industry need 
have no fear that legislative en- 
actments will add more burdens 
or introduce more disturbing and 
upsetting factors into the situa- 
tion. On the other hand, the effort 
is entirely to be in the opposite 
direction—within, of course, cer- 
tain clear limitations. 

That the Administration feels 
strongly that a cessation of labor 
hostilities is one all-important key 
to recovery became more apparent 
than ever this week. The Presi- 
dent is continuing as the driving 
force behind the attempt to find 
a solution to this problem. The 
AFL-CIO meetings this week must 
be regarded as simply the begin- 
ning of a long series of con- 
ferences. That certain leaders of 
both groups are wholly indifferent 
to the demand for a settlement is, 
of course, well known; yet it is 
cear that the very evident de- 
termination of the Administration 
in the matter is having a sobering 
effect which may result in some 
positive action which will free the 
country’s economic forces from the 
dead weight of constant labor dis- 
putes. 

Rank and File Considered 

It has been intimated that 
should the labor conferees confine 
their activities to shadow boxing, 
and close the meetings without 
tangible result, the President 
might take the issue to the rank 
and file. The Administration’s feel- 
ing is—and it is said to be based 
on considerable evidence—that the 
men down the line are quite as 
dissatisfied with the present situa- 
tion as is the country generally 
and that they would be sym- 
pathetic to action which would 
take the matter out of the hands 
of leaders who, for inherently 
selfish reasons, failed to establish 
@ modus vivendi which would 
lead to a permanent settlement. 

Thus, at this writing the labor 
outlook is by no means as hope- 
ss as the opening negotiations 
would indicate; for immense pres- 
sure is being brought to bear on 
bth the CIO and the AFL 
hegotiators. 

Another important highlight of 
the week’s developments was a 
conference at the White House be- 
tween the President and tax 
spokesmen of both Congress and 
the Treasury department. While 
no decisions were reached, the 
conference was said by  par- 
ticipants to have been harmonious, 
with the desire generally ex- 
Pressed to ease as far as possible 
those levies which have been most 
Widely regarded as obstacles to 
usiness progress. Views were ex- 
changed, it was stated, on pro- 
lected repeal or modification of 

€ capital stock tax, the excess 
Profits and undivided profits tax, 
and Possible substitution of a 
‘ingle corporation tax. 

Anxious to Cut Costs 
Senator Pat Harrison, of Mis- 
‘Issippi, chairman of the senate 
stance committee and leader of 
the drive for economy, said after 
w- Conference that the President 
— to run the government as 
thet wnically as_ possible,” and 
tat “he was anxious to cut where 
ne can.” 
wnat out of all of this activity 
ons come a new tax bill which is 
th of a hindrance to recovery | 
an the present measure seems | 
— to be a fairly safe prediction. | 
that ve it must be recognized 

a sharp reduction in federal 


expenditures is unlikely, and that 
if the load on business and in- 
dustry is lightened other revenue 
sources will have to be tapped. 

While these conferences were 
going forward, Administration of- 
ficials were overlooking no op- 
portunity to assure business and 
industry that they can make com- 
mittments with entire confidence. 

For example, Secretary of the 
Treasury Henry Morgenthau 
stated that all problems which 
now confront him are judged on 
the basis of the question: “Does 
it contribute to recovery?” If the 
answer is in the negative, Mor- 
genthau said, he is not interested. 
He also said that no new taxes are 
contemplated. 

Speaker William B. Bankhead 
of the House of Representatives 
affirmed that Congress and the 
Administration will do everything 





possible to encourage business 
and industry to “get off dead cen- 
ter” and to put private capital 
back to work. The Speaker stated 
definitely that the President has 
no new legislative proposals in 
mind, and added that business can 
be assured of the friendly co- 
operation of the government in a 
forward push. 

A group of senators opposed to 
further large-scale Federal spend- 
‘ng and desirous of giving im- 
xetus to private enterprise, met 
this week at a luncheon at which 
Bernard M. Baruch was the guest 
%f honor. The meeting was at- 
tended by Vice-President John 
Nance Garner, and was called by 
Senator James Byrnes of South 
Carolina. Among those _ present 
were Senator Pat Harrison of 
Mississippi, who has announced 
that he will endeavor to block 
efforts to increase the _ public 
debt limit; Senator Walter F. 
George, of Georgia, and Senator 
Alva B. Adams, of Colorado. 


There is significance also to the 
(See RECOVERY, Page 21, Col. 4) 





DETROIT.—Chrysler Corp deal- 
ers in the south central portion of 
the United States are optimistic 
aver the outlook for automobile 
sales, according to K. T. Keller. 
pres‘dent, and A. vanDerZee, vice 
yresident of the Chrysler Corp. 

Keller and vanDerZee have just 
returned from a 2,665 mile trip 
through the central and southern 
part of the United States for the 
purpose of contacting and having 
business conferences with dealers 
and others in Atlanta, Birming- 
ham, Memphis: Kansas City; St. 
Louis, and Cincinnati. 


‘“‘We were very much impressed, 
not only with the current volume 
of business but also with the atti- 
tude of the people whom we visit- 
ed regarding their optimism for 
increased volume of automobile 
sales for the spring months,” Kel- 
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ler stated. “The trip which van- 
DerZee and I have just completed 
is in line with the corporation’s 
practice of constantly studying 
business condit’ons on the ground 
by visiting personally from time 
to time, our dealers, field organiz- 
ations and other business friends.” 


Following out such practice, at 
the present time among others 
making these studies, J. E. Fields, 
vice president of the corporation, 
and D. A. Wallace, president of 
the Chrysler Sales Division are 
visiting business people and call- 
ing on dealers on the Pacific 
Coast; B. E. Hutchison, chairman 
of the finance committee, is meet- 
ing with dealers in New England, 
and W. Ledyard Mitchell, vice 
president in charge of foreign 
business is studying conditions in 
Australia and New Zealand. 





Here are the solid-fact reasons-why “Breathing Back” Modern 
Velvet Upholstery can help you sell new cars now—and boost 
your used-car profits later. 


It is distinctively new and entirely dif- 
ferent from the high-piled “plushy” 
fabrics of old. (Enlarged cross-section 
“B”). Its low, densely woven surface 
(cross-section “A”) is softer and smoother, richer and 
smarter looking, much more comfortable and easier 
to move about upon. Its smart appearance and rich 
new color tones add tothe luxury of new-car interiors. 


Here is what the photomicrograph shows. Modern 
velvet is a ventilated fabric—a porous-backed 
material that allows the air in seat cushions to 
escape and automatically adjust the pressure accord- 
ing to the movements of passengers. It provides a 
much cooler ride in warm weather — a more com- 
fortable ride at all times. 


— 


Cleaning laboratories have proved that the upholstery 
fabric easiest to keep clean is modern velvet. Dust 
and dirt are quickly removed with a brush or vacuum 
cleaner. Spots come off readily with cleaning fluid. 


Modern velvet, furthermore, is the only type of 
upholstery that can be completely washed with 


soap and water. 


There is no upholstery fabric 
that wears as well as modern 
velvet. Actual use, as well as 
exhaustive laboratory tests on 
abrasion machines, prove that 
this new fabric outwears many 
other types of upholstery as 
much as five to ten times. 


Research departments 
of leading clothing 
manufacturers find 
that modern velvetup- 
holstery causes much 
less shine and wear on 
passengers’ clothing 
than do other types of 
material. This is vitally 
important to people 
who drive a lot—to 
anyone who takes 
pride in his personal 
appearance. 


Used car managers testify that modern velvet uphol- 
stery boosts used-car profits. Its fine appearance 
brings higher resale prices—and it can easily be 
reconditioned at practically no expense. 


mG 


Specify Modern Velvet Upholstery 
for All Your 1939 Cars 


COLLINS & AIKMAN CORPORATION 


200 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY 
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Decision Aiding Warehouses 


14 States Consider Laws 


Prohibiting areannye 


NEW YORK.—Warning that 14 
states are now considering legis- 
lation that would effectively ban 
truck-away and drive-away ship- 
ment of new automobiles was is- 
sued this week by the legislative 
department of the Automobile 
Manufacturers Assn. In most 
cases, the warning states, the laws 
under consideration follow closely 
the pattern of a similar law al- 
ready in effect in Pennsylvania. 


In West Virginia a law that 
follows the Pennsylvania statute 
almost to the letter has been 
passed by the senate. Similar 
measures are being considered in 
New York, North Dakota, Iowa, 
Minnesota, Arkansas, California, 
Colorado, Idaho, Missouri, Ne- 


Diesel Declared 
Safer Power for 


Passenger Buses 


NEWARK, N. J.—The diesel is 
a “safer power plant for a pas- 
senger transportation vehicle than 
a gasoline engine,’ City Health 
Officer Charles V. Craster reported 
recently to the Newark city com- 
mission after his department had 
conducted tests of the exhaust 
from the diesel-motored buses 
used by Public Service Co- 
ordinated Transport. The tests re- 
sulted from inquiries to the city 
health department as to the 
amount of carbon monoxide pres- 
ent in buses operating with diesel 
engines. 


The tests were made by health 
department engineers with in- 
struments capable of detecting 
one part of carbon monoxide in 
40,000 parts of air 


“One of the tests,” Dr. Craster 
reported, “‘was made inside a bus 
while it was being operated on 
the road. The sensitive instrument 
was placed in the rear of the bus 
when all windows were closed. At 
no time did the instrument indi- 
cate presence of carbon monoxide. 


“Another test run was made 
with the windows open, the bus 
making frequent stops. The result 
was nil as far as carbon monoxide 
was concerned. 

“A mines safety appliance in- 
strument was placed on the 
ground near the exhaust pipe of 
the bus when the engine was 
idling. At six feet no carbon 
monoxide was detected. At a dis- 
tance of approximately four inches 
from the exhaust pipe, only one 





' part of carbon monoxide in 10,- 


| 000 parts of air was detected.” 


Big Scrap Order 
By Republic Steel 


CLEVELAND. — Republic Steel 
Corp. has purchased 25,000 tons of 
scrap iron, mostly number two 
heavy melting, at prices ranging 
from $14.50 to $15.00 per ton for 
delivery to company’s Warren, 
Ohio, plant. This is the same price 
level as last sale, it is understood. 

Largest part of scrap was pur- 
chased in Youngstown although 
several dealers in Cleveland par- 
ticipated. 


Detrex Sheet Metal 
Expands Its Facilities 


DETROIT.—In order to expand 
its services to the industry so as 
to include not only metal cleaning 
but also certain production phases 


of finishing, the Detroit Rex 
Products Co. has expanded its 
sheet metal manufacturing di- 


vision. 

I. J. Belanger, formerly of the | 
Belanger Fan and Oven Co., De- 
troit, has been appointed manager 
of this division. 


Va. Fuel Taxes Up 


RICHMOND, Va. (UTPS).—Virginita | 
gasoline taxes for January total 


$1,293,095, an increase of $62,046 oe 


the corresponding month last year 
The January collections were $193,138 
ahead of December, 1938. 


“A Word in Edgewise”, a regular fea- | 
ture by George M. Slocum, offers a 
unique viewpoint from the motor world 


braska, Tennessee, Texas 
Wyoming. 

The West Virginia law which 
follows so closely the Pennsyl- 
vania measure would prohibit: 
(a) two levels for the carriage of 
motor vehicles; (b) No part of the 
conveyed vehicle may be over 115 
inches from the ground; (c) No 
part of the conveyed vehicle may 
be above the cab or over the head 
of the driver of the carrier ve- 
hicle; (d) No axles of the con- 
veyed vehicle may be more than 
three feet higher than any other 
axle on such a vehicle. 


As in Pennsylvania it is ex- 
pected that most of the pending 
bills will be advocated as safety 
measures. On the other hand, it is 
charged by dealers in that state 
that the measure was designed 
primarily to force return of this 
automotive freight traffic to the 
railroads. In Pennsylvania it is 
pointed out that rails are unable 
to efficiently handle such ship- 
ments since more than 3,500 sell- 


ing areas in the state are not now 
served by rails. This would mean 
extra costs for packing and re- 
handling which would ultimately 
lead to increased costs to the car 
buyer. 


d|GMAC Pays Off Notes 
One Year in Advance 


DETROIT.—General Motors Ac- 
ceptance Corp. has entirely liqui- 
dated its 3% percent notes with 
the payment, on Feb. 1 of the re- 
maining $8,000,000. These were 
not due until Feb. 1, 1940, but 
were paid off one year in advance, 
as were two other instalments. 


On November 1, 1938, the cor- 
poration paid off $9,500,000 of the 
notes due Nov. 1, 1939, while on 
Dec. 1, 1938, a total of $7,500,000 
was liquidated which was not due 
until Dec. 1, 1939. Long-term debt 
now outstanding totals $100,000,- 
000, consisting of equal amounts 
of 10-year 3 percent debentures 
and 15-year 3% percent deben- 
tures. 


Named Representative 
DETROIT.—Resistofiex Corp., 
Gibson Products Corp., 7451 W. Eight 


Mile Rd., Detroit, as representatives to 
cover Michigan. 


of 
New York, has appointed Copeland- 







Also to Benefit Trucking 


Special to Automotive News 


NEWARK, N. J.—A salutary ef- | 


fect on Northern New Jersey 
warehousing operations, with cor- 
responding benefits to related com- 
mercial motor vehicle transporta- 
tion is seen by independent ware- 
housemen as resulting from the 
recent U. S. supreme court action 
upholding an ICC order directing 
seven railroads, six of which ter- 
minate in this area, to cease fur- 
nishing warehouse service to rail 
shippers at less than cost. 

Although nationwide in scope, 
the order will particularly affect 
the North Jersey area, where rail- 
road warehousing operations are 
centered. 

The ICC order, just upheld in a 
ruling which independent ware- 
housemen view as ending what 
they described as ruinous com- 
petition, was handed down five 
years ago after 15 preceding years 
of complaint from non-benefiting 
shippers as well as injured ware- 


house interests. It has previously 


been ineffective because of the 
staying effect of protracted ap- 
peals. 


The order followed an ICC in- 
quiry which showed the railroads 
—Baltimore & Ohio, Jersey Cent- 
ral, Lackawanna, Erie, Lehigh 
Valley, Pennsylvania and New 
York Central—had invested more 
than $35,000,000 in warehousing 
and storage facilities in the metro- 
politan area, with annual operat- 
ing deficits of $1,000,000. The ICC 
report said the aim was “to in- 
duce the movement of traffic over 
their respective lines,” with losses 
to be recouped from transporta- 
tion revenues. 

In their appeals, the railroads 
said this was a necessary business 
practice, but independent ware- 
housemen attacked it as ruinous 
to their trade and the ICC found 
it discriminated against other ship- 
pers who were charged full rates 
without benefit of below-cost 
warehousing. 

ICC inquiry, which preceded the 
order, found storage and insur- 
ance rates to be cut 50 to 60 per- 
cent below cost to dummy ware- 
house companies subsidized by the 
railroads. 
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Parts Companies’ Activity 


Presages a 


DETROIT.—With the bulk of 
Michigan automotive parts mak- 
ers back on a respectable earnings 
pasis in the final three months of 
1938, operations since the first of 
the year indicate that another sat- 
jsfactory Quarter is now in the 
making. 

While it is not likely that every 
company will improve on the 
fourth quarter figures, the present 
outlook is that more companies 
will be ahead than behind. In the 
frst quarter of 1938, all but a few 
companies reported substantial 
losses. 

January results are understood 





War on Trade Abuses 


NEW YORK.—Active steps are in 
progress by truck owners here, in 
cooperation with three A.F. of L. lo- 
cals to rid the trucking industry of 
unfair practices, labor abuses and 
racketeering of any kind which may 
be found to exist. The movement is 
an outcome of the city trucking strike 
last fall and was suggested by Mayor 


LaGuardia. Representatives of 3,000 
truck owners have united with the 
locals in the drive against trade 
abuses. 


ences on current and fundamental sales, produc- 
tion and advertising problems. If you could sit in 
at one of these conferences you would be agreeably 
surprised. They are carried on in that friendly, 
cooperative manner which is necessary for a true 
meeting of minds, and decisions made in unison 
are actually used as the basis for mutually helpful 
operations. We, at the factory, like to think, 
and dealers’ words bear us out, that these meet- 
ings are a big factor in forming that fine spirit 


which pervades the whole Pontiac organization. 


Good Quarter 


to have been particularly good in 
spite of the fact that aggregate 
volume of shipments was down 
slightly from the December level. 
A more pronounced falling off oc- 
curred in February as customers’ 
production schedules were re- 
duced. Showing for the quarter 
as a whole will depend on wheth- 
er the current upward trend in re- 
leases is continued through the 
balance of March. 


In almost every case, however, 
production efficiency of the parts 
makers has been at a higher leve} 
in the current than in the preced- 
ing quarter, with some companies 
reporting it to be the best since the 
UAW started its intensive drive 
two years ago. For this reason, 
any pronounced advance in auto- 
mobile production schedules from 


existing levels will have a further | 9 


important effect on future parts 
company earnings. 

Although various other factors 
will affect the comparison between 
the first and fourth quarter profits 
of individual companies, the fact 
that automobile production in the 


TIS A CUSTOM at Pontiac to call in representa- 


tive dealers at regular intervals for confer- 


two quarters will be approximate- 
ly equal makes the fourth quarter 
figures an important indicator of 
possible results in the current 
three-month period. 


Although no basis of comparison 
is available from companies which 
have not yet issued reports for 
1938, it is believed that a majority 
of these will do better in the cur- 
rent quarter than in the fourth 
quarter of last year. 


Variations in comparisons for 
individual companies between the 
two periods are caused mainly by 
the timing of the beginning of 
1939 model production by princi- 
pal customers and the extent to 
which January parts requirements 
were shipped in December. 


Net Takes Drop 


PONTIAC.—Net_ sales of Yellow 
Truck & Coach Mfg. Co. for the year 
ended December 31, 1938, were $44,- 
180,853. The preliminary consolidated 
net profit, subject to final audit, 
amounted to $514,983, after deducting 
provision for depreciation of $1,060,- 
31 for plants and equipment and pro- 
vision for federal taxes on income of 
$15,224. These compare with net 
sales of $73,451.555 and a net profit 
s a for the year ended Dec. 


Fourth Dimension, a regular feature 
by Pete Wemhoff, offers news of auto-— 
motive advertising. 





MEMA’s Index Rises 


Ten Points in January 


NEW YORK.—January _ ship- 
ments in all branches of the in- 
dustry advanced over December, 
according to manufacturers re- 
porting their monthly business 
figures to Motor and Equipment 
Manufacturers Assn. 

With the exception of service 
equipment shipments, which are 
off a few points, all classifications 


likewise indicate satisfactory 
gains over January, 1938. 
The grand index for _ all 


branches of the industry in Jan- 
uary rose to 148 percent of the 
January, 1925 base as compared 
with 138 percent for December 
ind 86 percent for January, 1938. 

Shipments of vehicle manufac- 
turers for original equipment in 
January rose to 160 percent of the 
base, which compares with 157 
percent registered in December 
and 93 percent for January last 
year. 

Service parts shipments _ to 
wholesalers for January rose to 
129 percent from the 121 percent 


i” 2 ae be 
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indicated in December. In Jan- 
uary, 1938, the index stood at 
102 percent. 

Accessories shipments to whole- 
salers in January rose slightly, 
standing at 131 percent of the 
base index, which compares with 
129 percent for December and 96 
percent in January, 1938. 


Service equipment shipments 
to wholesalers in January rose 
to 91 percent of the base as com- 
pared with 83 percent in December 
and 94 percent in January, 1938. 


Penna. Carriers 


Ruled by Board 
Raised to 16,000 


HARRISBURG, Pa. (UTPS).— 
The Public Utility Commission 
reports that on Jan. 1, 1939, or 19 
months after the Public Utility 
Law became effective, an increase 
of approximately 11,000 carriers 
came under its jurisdiction. 

On June 1, 1937, effective date 
of the act which placed the entire 
field of motor transportation, with 
the exception of private carriers, 
under the commission, approxi- 
mately 5,000 companies and in- 
dividuals were operating as cer- 
tified motor carriers—truck, bus 
and taxicab. On Jan. 1, 1939, that 
number was about 16,000. 

During the year, the commis- 
sion held 7,912 hearings having to 
do solely with applications foi 
permission to render some type 
or other of motor transportation. 


Armstrong Opens 
Tire Plant in Miss. 


NATCHEZ, Miss.—The Arm- 
strong Tire & Rubber Co. will 
open a new $300,000 automobile 
tire factory here Mar. 1. It was 
built by the city of Natchez, mark- 
ing the latest development in 
Mississippi’s program to ‘balance 
agriculture with industry”. 

Construction of the new Natchez 
factory, warehouse and offices 
was financed by a $300,000 munic- 
ipal bond issue, and the plant 
leased to the Armstrong company. 
The city also provided water, sew- 
erage and road facilities. The 
Armstrong Company agreed to in- 
stall at least $500,000 worth of 
equipment, insure the plant, and 
keep it in good repair. The com- 
pany is to pay $50 a month rent 
for a period of five years. At the 
end of the five-year lease period 
it may purchase the plant, which 
then goes on the tax rolls. 


GE Reports 26% Drop 
In Sales Billed in °38 


NEW YORK.—The General Elec- 
tric Co. reports. sales _ billed 
amounting to $259,484,000 during 
1938, compared with $349,740,000 
for 1937, a decrease of 26 percent. 
As announced in January, orders 
received in 1938 amounted to $252,- 
176,000, compared with $379,274,- 
000 in 1987, a decrease of 34 per- 
cent. 

Net income for the year, after 
provision for all charges, amounted 
to $27,729,000, and was equivalent 
to 96 cents a share, compared with 
$2.21 a share in 1937, a decrease 
of 56 percent. Cash dividends of 
90 cents a share were declared and 
paid in 1938, compared with $2.20 
a share in 1937. 





Tarnutzer Elected 


BARABOO, Wis.—Lloyd Tarnutzer, 
of Baraboo, was elected president of 
the Sauk County Automobile Dealers 
Assn. at the annual meeting here. Hil 


bert Kleeber, Reedsburg, was named 
vice-president; R. W. Prothero, Bara- 
boo ecretary-treasurer, and J. H. 
Schoenmann, Spring Green; Roy 
Capener, Zaraboo; W. H. Berning, 
Reedsburg, and C. H. Lehmann, di- 
rectors. 

’ ’ e ° 

Sales Tax Bills Killed 

HELENA, Mont.—Two sales tax bills 

were killed this week by the Montana 
legislature, indicating it would look 


to licensed gambling for additional 


revenue 
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(U. S. and Canada) 
Weeks Ended March 11, March 4 





Jan.1 Jan.1 
Week Same Week March to to 
Ending Week Ended to Mar. 12 Mar. 11 
Mar.11 1938* Mar.4* Date 1938* 1939* 
GEN. MOTORS... 34,450 22,905 31,986 50,262 214,276 316,042) 
Chevrolet? .... 20,500 15,500 19,450 30,225 151,505 184,840 
ER. sie bin 56 0:0 6,100 3,283 4,837 8,518 30,347 49,218 
Oldsmobile 3,600 1,700 3,551 5,375 16,824 38,493 
ee 3,500 1,822 3,288 5,144 10,360 34,836 
Cad.-LaSalle .. 750 600 860 1,000 5,240 8,655 
a ee 18,285 11,130 18,055 27,309 179,965 190,273 
ET eta we ws 15,650 10,500 15,430 23,365 174,500 161,383 
Mercury ...... | ee 2,005 | 22,095 
Lin.-Zephyr .. 615 630 620 922 5,465 6,795 
CHRYSLER . 17,315 13,650 17,295 25,962 82,800 182,216 
Plymouth? 8,135 5,900 8,130 12,200 35,730 90,275 
Dodge+ ....... 6,025 5,100 6,000 9,025 29,095 59,340) 
Chrysler ...... 1,715 1,550 1,720 2,575 11,000 18,326 
eee 1,440 1,100 1,445 2,162 6,975 14,275 
eo 2,000 736 1,580 2,632 6,619 16,632 
STUDEBAKER. 2,128 954 997 2,626 7,011 12,223 
HUDSON ...... 1,375 840 1,100 1.885 12,997 10,425 
PACKARD ..... 1,100 1,225 1,015 1,410 11,710 9,935 
WILLYS-OVD.+ . 1,100 303 t 1,100 1,939 3,899 
GRAHAM ...... 140 * 140 206 638 1,127 
BANTAM7~ ...... 80 128 80 112 1,210 730 
HUPMOBILE .... 50 t 50 265 130 
) Ok re 4,125 5,000 4,090 6,150 44,500 49,395 
y ty. * 82,148 56,871 76,338 119,704 563,940 793,027 | 
*Revised. j+Includes trucks. {Closed. 


February Car Sales Now Seen 
Only 7% Below January 


DETROIT.—New passenger car registration reports from the na- 
tion’s principal cities, covering 22 days of February, indicate that the 
past month’s national registration total will be only about 6.9 percent 
below January’s final reports, according to R. L. Polk & Co. 

This is considered encouraging in view of the natural January-to- 
February registration decline. Earlier returns indicated February regi- 


strations would be around 24 per-» 
cent under January. 


| 
Leading the nation’s turn to new 
car purchasing in February were 


the West North Central states 
(Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, 


















































































































































Nash and Hudson 


Make Chief Gains 


By Pete Wemhoff 
Associate Editor 


DETROIT.—With all plants op- 


erating for the first time in two 
months, car and truck production 


this week 
reached its 
highest peak 
since mid-Feb- 
ruary, according 
to Automotive 
News estimates. 


The week’s 
total is esti- 
mated at 82,148 
units, which 
contrasts with a 
revised total of 
76,338 a week 
ago and only 
56,871 vehicles 
in the corre- 
sponding period 
of 1938. March- 
to-date total is 
placed at 119,- 
704 units, while 
the Jan. 1 to 
Mar. 11 (1939) 
output totals 
793,027 as com- 
pared with 563,- 
940 in the like 
period of 1938. 


Chief produc- 
tion gains were 
noted this week 
at Studebaker, 
which is rush- 


Automotive News’ 
Production Estimate 


ing assembly of its new low-priced | 
Champion; Buick, which went on' vampion; Buick, which went on'bly operations. operations. 
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All Plants Operating as Output Lifts to 82,146 Units 
AN’s Prodisction Estimate Seen tasretons | 





Passenger Car 











Registrations 


47 States for January, Plus 6 for February, 1939-1938 








Jan. 
to Jan. 1939 1938 Unit 
Date Pos. 1939 Pos. 1938 Pos. Gain 
HUVIUIOS sidvsiwsewss 41,719 1 46,219 1 34,547 2 11,672 
PRE, cai '4,416-.8\0 5.90 8 34,138 2 37,830 2 36,120 1 1,710 
PIYIIGUU «ccc evens 24,992 3 27,764 3 16,637 3 11,127 
DIN 64 100 0:a.0 5.590 10 13,086 4 14,438 4 7,329 5 7,109 
CN eee ee 12,967 5 14418 5 10,255 4 4,163 
Oldsmobile .......... 9,476 6 10,359 6 6,136 7 4,223 
PEMA AN, v8 Xie 08-8. 8 9,009 9,231 7 10,317 7 6,916 6 3,401 
GIVE s.caccesscens 4,909 8 5,400 8 3,561 8 1,839 
WHOEOUTY ccc cc ccc sews 3,919 9 4315 9 err —— 
TERE Ne ais av eae eae 3,453 10 3,943 10 2,773 12 1,170 
RE IOUS) 6a ice ys Sabews 3,207 il 3,569 11 Z410 Li 790 
Teer er ee 3,133 12 3,522 12 2,975 10 547 
Studebaker .......... 3,107 13 3,436 13 2,668 13 768 
PROBE <6 Keb ie scsccises 2,562 14 2,897 14 3,239 9 342* 
Cadillac-LaSalle 2,444 15 2,684 15 1,728 14 956 
EACGUE. i, 06,8:408 070 60:0 1,652 16 1,796 16 1,653 15 143 
Willys-Overland 851 17 913 17 1,325 16 412* 
GOMOER 566086 esos 324 18 347 18 544 17 197* 
HUpMGWUC ... 6255.5. 48 19 55 19 73 18 18% 
Miscellaneous ....... 100 104 92 12 
TORRE cc cevesics 175,368 194,326 141,350 52,976 
*Loss 





a five-day week; Nash and Hud- 
son. Willys-Overland resumed 
final assembly after few weeks’ 
idleness and Hupmobile resumed 
final assembly of its senior line 
of cars. 

On the strength of boosts at 
Buick and Chevrolet, General Mo- 
tors’ group total for this week is 
placed at 34,450 units as against 
31,986 last week and 22,905 in the 
like period of 1938. 

Both Ford and Chrysler di- 
visions remained steady in assem- 


| 
Hudson 































































































































Corrections 
The month - by - month new 
ear and truck tables for 1938- 
37, appearing on this page to- 
day, are in their corrected final 
form. Revisions have _ been 
necessary in the 1938 totals for 


the first six months of 1938; 
also in the March and June 
totals for 1937. Wisconsin regi- 
strations during those periods 


were estimates, because of a 
state law banning publication 
of official figures. The corrected 
totals are now actual. 





New Commercial Car Registrations by Months, 1938-1937 




































































































Nebraska, North Dakota and South m g . 
Dakota), which showed an indi- el a § s : 
cated increase of 45.25 percent MONTHS ~leis = a g e 3 4 
a Sone S121E12l1e/e|€ PT El ei ala Ela as] ia MONTHS 
over January registrations. Re sis|é A sielisizgi#sisié E Bis | 2/28) s/¢ 
turns were also highly encourag- Si/fl «4 z sis S sléla z ‘ Zi sie g So} 3 = 
ing from the New England states. <j;a};o;]°e6 fe | oe &)/ em) alae BIS 
january 3 150) G4) Tosse/ 35147) S145) ATs] 950K T7z7/ Tos] Sal a61/ “250\ Sol iy 2, Tol 270) 198| 31999)" 
Pl Activit ix | 80| 3764] 207) 16548) 2820| 285| 113] 6245| 389| 217| 354) 92) 170) 479) 125) 271) 47613}'37 January 
Februar 96 Sina 350 2677 , 
ant Activity . 3 ae 7943|_604| _ 941 5048 if aie4s/'37 ney 
Bantam...... steady; 80, five days | jgarch *38) 110) 86) 12598| 395| 83) 3752| ish isi 2010, 79, 40) 5382) 357) 798; 291, 32, 163, 348, 178, 240) 37255)'38 
a Buick........ rise; 6,100, five days "31|_:179| 140) 17183; 83| 6499) 240 aa 4199 - 5820| 479] 1138} 497) 149) 476) 566) 76) 257) 60301}'37 March 
4 . e | April *38| 119) 127| 12061, 421| 163) 3678) 136, 95 i 4955| 370| 64 187| 324, 177) 215) 35682)38 |; 
Cad. ao : Png 5 edge | 258] 184] 22670] 916| 116] 4084] 258| 22807| 4815| 816) 157| 6890, 5941 1303| 3921 al 725) 662| 107| 298] 67832137 April 
Chevrolet .steady; 20,000, YS | May a oa aa 0918, 378, 156| 3252, 95, 9117| 1853, 68,  42| 4372| 383) 678) 291 32 2 a7 32937 138 
Chrysler. .steady; 1,715, four days '37) 197] 183] 20146] 816] 178] 5893! 294) 19884] 4416] 489) 119) 7071/ 579| 1447| 41 inl 12 120| 701 673, ‘77/289 63974135 May 
De Soto. .steady; 1,440, four days | June 235] 116| 10034) 340, 120) 3095, 97|_8510| 1762| 67) 38) 4136, 321) 692; 224) 38, 159| 275 191) 30647 )'38 
Dodge. .. .steady; 6,025, four days a n ie 183| 7 oer 7 a 7 a 2 — 111 — 1506} 424) = 720) 684 _77| 302] 65857)'37 June 
...-Steady; 15,650, four days | “™Y | 9425 5 39 660) 264) 116| 298 182) 219} 3347 
Ford... ag: 8 os, Sow a “sal 2611 1521 17808 764! 6508| 225| 18934| 4237 S791 1271 79991 622 1715|_480 107] 622| 540| bel esl crosoles omy 
eee. «ey: ee eu deve | "33| ss 111) tie 397 3286, 125| 9471| 1909, 61, _39| 5361| 370) 231| 28) 209, 250) 158) 180) 34231)38 
| o> oo oe ‘Srl 174| 134] 194771 6651 _115| 6906 _161/ 16526 4529| 539] _99/ a 430] 16641 337| 93) 556 421 105| 241] 608721'37 —— 
Hupp...... resumes, 9U, live Gays | september a ca 123| 6577| 318) 88) 2285; 135, 8296) 1513; 28) 34) | 353) 391) 252; 30; 167) 269; 143, 143] 26570)38 
Lincoln. ...steady; 615, four days 184] 94| 16703/_ 649 _109| 6521| 131) 16292 oeaei 4i2| 112] 6639) 4131 1440| 268) 76|_ 355|_ 396) 75) 240 547111'37 September 
ip xaceees rise; 2,000, five days | October 3a) 135) 135) 3828/ 419/76) 1564) 100," 4966) 1306 e. 26, 5104; 512; 306, 285, 45, 162) 291| 140, 163) 19589)38 
ee steady; 3,600, four days | —___ ‘$11_195| 129| 10745] 486 98| 5142| 166] 10277) 3238) 91) 6522| 436/ 984| 283) 79] 265] 569| _55| 219] 402461°37 —— 
Packard. .steady: 1,100, three days | November 147, 124) 9333' 349, 106) 1088) 101, 5725) iit =H 34) 4088) 490; 176, 229; 14) 141| 302) 103) 151 * 
Saaeaih. .cteody: 4.158, four days | ———___—_—_— 31 151| 119| 8317! _389! 44| 3851 122| 4567| 2297| 152) 741 5000| 343) 721| 1941 661 180) 07 90 aise i November 
Pontiac. . .steady; 3,500, four days | D°°emPer "38 106) 102; 12125; 287/78) 2598) 98) 3505 TT 28| 21) 3932) 423| 306, 197| 32) 164) 288) 118| 293) 31474/°38 D 
ews ae acy: S198 ae 4 150! 102| 10505} 383] 27] 3539) 95) 7828| 2050} 91' 58) 4356| 314) 710] 254! 50] 186) 321/ 184) 206) 314091°37 ecember 
udebaker. .rise; 2,128, five days | ~ Total *38] 1617|1303|119479| 4393, 1229|33656| 1370 100959 20152| 719| 43555836, 4406, 6652| 2929| 390, 2000, 3514, 1889) 2421) 365349 [38 
Willys. ..resumes; 1,100, five days| 12 Months 37] 2181/1593) 183674) 8118) 1125|64098| 2339|189376|43522| 4823; 137176174] 5513/13709| 4254| 1148| 5129| 5933| 1122| 3047] 618249}°37 12 Months 
New Passe Car Registrations by Months, 1938-1 
ew nger Car Registration t -1937 
g ol ons by Months, 
CHRYSLER GENERAL MOTORS FORD NON-AFFILIATED 
2 
& ih = 
MONTHS 4 a ~ a om s 
S| 2 | 2a g]eie2/2] 3 [88 aj/e|s 2|2|,3 MONTHS 
,1e|s 2/2 esigiei & Fis {es so] 2 lac a] 4] 4s 
bm n 3 E ae ° 3 > a Se) c § @ § e | > . 
4 = n co = be 6 ee 3 2 = & 
a © ° 2 ° s 8 a 4 = ° -© o &§ e oo g 3 3 a =o zs 
o | 4 a & | onl a] of} & ° & |oul w mate [eel © ei 2Z & toils 
Januar 38] 3893 2053, 7870 17553, 32169] 11292| 808| 34387 1080, 6764, 7239, 61570) 36280, 1740) 38020) 546) 2809) 2820 : 
’ '37) 6544] 5075| 21972] 43438| 77029] 15207] 1150] 56130) 2224] 15198! 16191| 106100} 67188/ 1773 | 68961 9548 | 4583) aso a0zs| save ai is Tas io anuary 
| 968 | | 2573| 441 280685}'37 
February "38| 3132, 2245) 6670, 14508, 26555) 9239, 808 29678, 811) 5843, 6159, 52538) 27761; 1268 , 29029) 368) 2125) l | oR 
‘37| 5921| 4927! 20866| 39611| 71325] 6122| 565| 29661| 884| 6792) 8735| 52759 sree 1700) | 63532] _901/ 4210) 4583) i704 $339 aa aaa «4 February 
March *34) 4076, 3842) 10561, 23820, 42899| 15262, 1051, 46281, 1218, 9183, 9851, 82846| 36307 | | 482) 4230 q 
'37| 9229| 8005| 28732| 50601| 96567] 16784] 1015| 77502\ — 18482) 19828) 136543 s500 2512! | 88362} 1313) 10131| 7250| 10310 7656 5329| 2711 363738137 — 
——— | 4918) 3652) 11020| 27629| 47219| 16655, 1085, 48423) 10271) 87522 | 3460, 5182, 3283; 1197, 284) 192241p° 
37) 6244! 19607| 32195| 65783] 23222| 1410| 95022! 3365] 23525. 24773 171317] 98414) 2996! 1636] 7933| 9312| 12611) | 3304 seagsi tae April 
May "3293, 9923| 27921| 45737| 14740, 1097, 44023, 1373, 8900 8959, 79092) 35518) | 37139[ 365, 3605, 3146) 4747, 2928) 1058| 235] 178052/° 
= ‘37 9390| 7825! 27183] 49242| 93640] 21851| 1466| 83222] 3309! 22308! 24246) 156402] 94007) 2795! | 96802} 1450] 9293) 8725] 11400) 7805) 6929] 251) 391697\"37 o 
June ; 3090) 8748, 25368, 41304] 13168, 836, 36914, 1111, 7702, 8237, 67968] 31106 2728) alii ai — 
one 7555! 26207| 48461 91404] 21172! 1131| 70353| 2957| 21039! 22705! 139357} 85113; 2373! | 87486] 1404) 9894| 7618| 10074) 7040| 5737] 229 360236) 37 _ 
July 38) 3728 22479, 37086] 12807, 770, 37703 1083) 6784 1001 66148) 30499. 1291 | 31790] 273| 2962, 2612, 3782| 3045| 982| 216) 148896P38 
31] 8876] 7712| 27099] 49661| 93348] 209971 9691 75468) 3060] 20702! 23354 1445501 85130: 23211 | 87451) 1431) 9452) 7411 ia 7“ 
Se aa , |_ 9076) 6717) 6117| _214f 365767/°37 
August 38) 2997) 2594) 6735) 14675) 27001] 10173) 619 35683) 981! 5856 5747 59059} 27079; 1170 28249! 258) 2854) 2528) 3455) 3179) 1119) 252 a 
a _‘37] 8408] 7435! 24019] 43730) 83592} 18344! 998! 71211| 2742! 17563! moe 131774] 54751| | 56957] 1315| 8330| 6465| 7649| 5378/ 5242| 256] 306988 3 —— 
September *38| 1576, 1500) 3545| 15099| 21720] 7058, 416 24348, 547 3394 3131 38894) 20735, 873 ' 21608] 2371 2020| 1977) 2673’ 3081) 898) 16 — 
F __'37|_ 7000] 5596! 16981} 31255] 60832] 11752! 657| 57579! 1861! 11694 14951| 98494] 50136] 1784! | 51920} 1281) 5528) 4460| 4795) 4475 3626! it 235683137 —— 
October 38) 1769, 1388) 3578] 29897, 36632| 18155, 493 22913 1246 3159 6064, 52030] 13959 816 14775] 188) 2509) 1620) 4613) 5405) 1139] , 
37] 6973| 4867| 16981| 24395| 53216] 16038! 613) 46477) 2136| 10854| 13817) 89935} 36142| 1343! | 37485] 925/ 4275! 3191 5584/4858! 3150/ 2891 2o2eea|'37 — 
November ~ "38) 4345) 3257) 11028) 32687) 513171 19385! 1258) 52852 2235 11382 12158 99270) 28672 1455, 2317| 32444) 308) 4718 1909, 4a57 5077, 805 53)” fovembe! 
Ra 37] 6792! 5204! 14817! 26913! 53726] 18609! 622! 59104! 19281 10724! 12912! 103899] 15512! 1422! | 169341 5731 4966! 36641 57271 41941 2497' 280) 1oGaeol'a7 neovemne 
' December Fl 6452| 4828 17041) 34605 62926] 18446 1398 51132/ 2369) 14021 13582) 100948) 37914 1907 4518 44339] 4061 4689) 36951 4210 4391 Td) 3591 338053 ea scree 
| 5574) 3979] 10794) 22766) 43110] 15199) 635! 46311) 1511) 9425 9975| 83056) 31258) 2018 | 33876) 787| 4303) 3682) $082) 3507) 1956! et saemna ae December 
Tptal "38 [ 46184) 35259104881 286241 /472565]166380 10639 464337, 15732 92398 98399 #47RR5/363688' 16991 6835 387514] 4139] 40889. 31814. 49163\ 41504) 13012 SsaelisolopiiaR ae 
12 Months "91 | 91622) 74424)255258/462268 '883572]205297 |11231 |768040| 28900/188306!212403/1414186} 765933! 25243 791176] 13984! 90043! 70571! 95455! 70048) 51411 asnggrnen 19 Menthe 
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flectric Auto-Lite Business 


Rises Sharply in January 


TOLEDO.— Volume of business 
gone by Electric Auto-Lite Co. 
juring January showed an in- 
crease of 188 percent over the first 





























































point towards a more active 
spring season, although reports 
from certain quarters are indi- 
cating reactionary trends.” 








































































research program, Martin said 
that many new activities were 
started during 1938, but consider- 
able additional effort was also de- 
voted to the improvement of 
present processes and products. 
New products include: two-tone 
electric air horns, spark plug 
cleaners, electric windshield wip- 
ers and a new type electro- 
thermostatic fuel level gauge. 





























































































Recovery 


(Continued from page 17) 


fact that a special committee of 
the Senate, headed by Senator 
Clyde L. Herring, of Iowa, is 
speeding a report urging adoption 
of plans put forward by business 
and industrial executives and de- 





















































































dustry again serving as the bell- 
wether of the whole seasonal for- 
ward movement. All are in agree- 
ment that much depends upon the 
vigor of the spring rise. 




































































































































































































































month of 1938, R. G. Martin, Com ’ " : n rivate business ° . . 
_ president, said in his annual re-| were "35.1. a oe ond saphopuie expansion Diesel Firm Acquired 
ain rt to stockholders. ; -1 percent below the Johnson Is Elected a ploy : os MILWAUKEE.—Assets and_ liabilities 
672 me i anticipated that operatin previous year as compared with 8 ecte The fact that Vice-President | of the Murphy Diesel Co. Ltd., here 
710 Pred P &| nearly a 50 percent decline in] KENOSHA, Wis.—Joseph W. John-| Garner attended the luncheon is of | have been acquired by the ee f 
. sults for the first quarter of | automobil ‘ ‘ son, vice-president and treasurer of| <.. : ide i Diesel Co., a new firm, headed by H. 
127 939 “will be very satisfactory,” ue production. While the | Snap-on Tools, Inc., and one of the| great importance. He has wide in-|w. Schnetzky, formerly president of 
109 | tin said. “Indications in ih company is predominantly a sup- | founders of the firm, has been elected | fluence in the shaping of legisla- | the Wisconsin Motor Co. Other officers 
163 — mative edih gelnbed a denicten plier to the automotive industry, resident succeeding ane late E. Wil-| tion. and his interest in the move- vise aeesiienk an Gaines, Guan ae 
; co c s : . a . , . ‘ . 
223 a its diversity of products, embrac- Palmer’ vine-premdent ana ee ae ment to have the government get | Richert, secretary. Moyes J. Murphy, 
401 | . other fields, aided in the|ager; William C. Niemetz, assistant| off the neck of business will play | former president, tn gee with the 
839 Fuel Source Inadequate operating results for 1938. treasurer. a vital a in the achievement of |"¢Ww company as chief engineer. 
‘os WASHINGTON.—The United States Proper control of operating ° that goal. ae” ae ee 
170 department of eee which is| costs, together with economies ef- Takes Bantam Line Official and unofficial economic New ‘Push Book’ Issued 
790 sudying Oe —_ y : . Sereioving fected commensurate with the de- 5 SaaS seC — sear Neidlinger, Inc.,| observers here this week were | CHICAGO.—A new “Push Book”, 
547 rts that all currently available| Cline in general business, enabled | Pe2¢ed by Joseph Neidlinger, who has| heartened by reports which indi- | §uccessor, to prize books, has just 
76 po! if devoted dual the c been in the automobile trade here tur : been issued by Belnap and Thompson, 
8 crops, — ‘ = : a ee to} the company to reflect a percent-|the past 20 years, has just been ap-| cate that automotive sales through- | Inc., sales promotion agency. 
342* the making oO 2 fad Fieh not be! age of gross profit to sales in ex- | pointed as distributor for American-| out the country are showing a In addition to showing about 800 
956 adequate to —" ics Ga alcohol cess of a year ago,” Martin said Bantam cars in the Chicago territory. t ward trend; and they prizes, the _ 1939 book s feature 
143 to supply the nation’s automotive With ’ a. | Headquarters of the firm are located|S'TOns upwa , 1 ‘Wey | articles by Dale Carnegie, Bruce Bar- 
412° needs. ith regard to the company’s | at 2458 S. Michigan Ave. look forward to the automotive in-]|ton, Merle Thorpe and others. 
197* © ® 
18" New P Car R t 47 States fi 1939-1938 
3 ew assenger r kre allons, ates ior anuary, = 
76 Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., New Jersey Motor List Co., and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold ; 
976 CHRYSLER GENERAL MOTORS FORD NON-AFFILIATED Hf 
| 
| & eo n a 7 ; 
@ vey = & e = i 
ATES § = x } 
st Eg | 33 ¢g1e]e/2/- | &3 elb1.3 g | 43 e3 is {| 
S/e/S/elzele/2/5 13/8 | 2] efle)2] 2 | es $ | 28) s | 38 : 
ke Ss ® = = oe n wn < ~ b= eo ae 2 = n 
= £ ° = | BO 3 = = zZ 3 -O = L ° = =O a zo 
SClaljata&a|ofja/il/s/|/&o ja {6 Eigeia|3i|# | ge 2 | 8 = | oe 
+44 States 39) 4226, 2805) 11340) 22201) saat 11278; 852) 36588; 1212) 8315! 7994] 66239] 30115, 1365, 3401) 34881] 287) 2780; 36; 3136; 2260, 2562; 675, 82) 153510739 *44 States 
for January 38] 2809 2137) 5716 13399) 24061] 7957 | 577) 27558| 799| 4987 5428] 47306] 29259 1263 | 30522 407) 2372 55| 2238, 2564; 2062) 993 65] 112645}'38 for January 
(alifornia a 583; 405; 1336 1939; 4263] 1205) 156 2950, 198) 955, 906; 6370) 2335, 251, 412, 2998 30, 271, 10; 217, 266, 476) 158, 18) 15v77)'39 California 
38] 344, = 306! = 719| +1261; 2630] 1012; 79; 2208' 91; 479 567 4436) 2356! 204 2560 85| 197] 8! 173} 290; 279) 211 18} 10887)'38 
lowa 39 88; = 33,307; 657, 1085) 255, «10, «1513; S13) s«s157; +198; 2146) 1147, 22 80, 1249 7| 76 2). 85| 24 64, ~—«i146 4754|'39 Iowa 
38 44 25 95} 272) 436] 131; 6) 942 6 76 108 1269} 1027 26 | 1053 10} 47 2) 69) 24 51 19 1] 298138 
Mississippi 39 12 14, 103) «195; 324) +229; S| ~—Ss«i6 68 2; +49; «133; «:1082) S541; S14) S26, Ss 81 6| | 15] | 5| 2 2027 |'39 Mississippi 
38 16 17/31 98 162) 124) 2| 438) 5} 23) 41| 633} 299) q| | 306 | 4| 8) 9} 1| 3) 1] —:1127}'38 
Total 39] 4909} 3257| 13086) 24992] 46244) 129671 1019 Stal 1425; 9476| 9231; 75837) 34138) 1652) 3919) 39709) 324] 3133 48; 3453) 2562; 3107) 851; 100) 1753: |'39 Total 
47 States 38) 3213) 2485) 6561| 15030| 27289] 9224) 664] 31146] 901| 5565, 6144) 53644] 32941| 1500 34441] 502) 2620 65| 2488] 2887! 2393| 1226) 85] 127640138 47 States 
‘Last week’s total should have been for 44 states. This 44 state total is correct. 
e we 
New Passenger Car Registrations, 6 States for February, 1939-1938 
Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., New Jersey Motor List Co., and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold 
CHRYSLER GENERAL MOTORS NON-AFFILIATED 
& é 2 S z 
— STATES : = | 32 2 2 s|44 STATES | 
a : © ° nea & £ e “5 
> a = E 2 s a = => 
= ® 3 2 | moO a = gs =o 
o a la & | Of o } n = : 
Delaware "39 ll 2| 23) 51 87 40) 91) 6| 32) 49| 223 72) 5} 11) 88 ] 4 | 10} 6| 3| | | 421 /’39 Delaware 
38 11 4 17} 35 67] 37 84) 3} 18) 15; 159 45) 3} | 48 3 ! ns 1| 302 }'38 | 
Illinois 39) «317, «218/866 «1686, 3087) 966 2612; 74) 604, «673; 5005) 2080) 105) 212) | 2397 21| 221] 392; 209,219; 46) | 11601 [’39 Illinois 
sasenas 38] 232) 237 548! 1022) 2039} 699 2075| 66 412, 546, 3859] 1985/ 102 | 2087 37! 217 2361 242) 206: 80 9009 |'38 
nuary | \orth Carolina 39 55, 26, 171, 375) 627) 171 836, 17; «120,132; 1285) 627; ssi} 707 l 35, S51] —22 5| 7 2803 |’39 North Carolina | 
38 40; 14 73| 228; 355) 101) 586 5 56 80 832] 488) 22 510 2| 18 25! 15] 8 1 1825 |'38 | 
ruary | \orth Dakota "39 2) 2 7; 36 4 13 l l 8 5| 109 90) ; a2, 102 7 2) 5| ate North Dakota 
on 38 2 6 5| 36 49 15 127) 1) 13 24, 181{ 146) 2! | 148 4) 3) 7| 406 |'38 
March | juth Carolina "39 30, 21) 104) 221, «376 73, 505 8 49) 77, 717) 444] 9 39; 492 1 a 2 aa 1 i 171939 South Carolina 
sich 38 15 12 53, 107 187 63) 337| 3} 26] 41 472| 346 15 | 361 2 9 27; 7\ 1| 2] 1105138 | 
April |)ist.of Col. 39 76 43; 181; 403; 703) 188 1 374 20 70; 150, 821) 379; 14 53, 446 1 3! 33) 34 52; 10| | 2138 |'39 Dist. of Col. 
sania 38 48! 21| 72) 179 320) 116 5| 192} 10) 46| 66) #435) = 169 9 178 1 28 44 17) 32 39| 7| 2} 1063 4'38 
May | ivtal 6 States *39| 491, 312, 1352, 2772 4927) 1451, 115; 4500; 125; 883, 1086; 8160) 3692; 144, 396, 4232 23) 389) 7/490) 335) 329 62) 4] 18958 ]'38 Total 6 States 
for February 38] #+348/ 294 768/ 1607) 3017] 1031! 75 3401 88 571) 772) 5938] 3179! 153 3332 42 355) 8| 285 352) 275/ 99) 7) 137101'38 for February 
June | ‘Total *39] 5400, 3569| 14438) 27764) 51171) 14418) 1134) 46219, 1550) 10359) 10317; 83997] 37830, 1796, 4315| 43941) 347) 3522 55| 3943, 2897; 3436; 913; 104) 194326)39 *Total 
_____- |f_ to Date 381 3561' 2779 7329) 16637| 30306] 10255 739 34547| 989) 6136 6916 59582] 36120/ 1653 37773| 544) 2975 73| 2773 3239' 2668) 1325 92) 141350138 to Date 
July | ‘includes 47 States for January plus 6 States for February je ae 
ugust ‘ e & fi 6 
—_——— io ' 
=x: |\ew Commercial Car Registrations, 47 States for January,'|1939-1938\ 777 oA 
‘tober Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., New Jersey Motor List Co., and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnoid i 
— | | | | | | | | | 
>mber | | | = | | | 
= - 
»mber 2 = « 7 
STATES = z = z STATES | 
_ oe 
rhs 5 | & 5 5 AMERICA, BACKED BY NICKEL 
ola g a 
; 46) 250 64, 3052, 71, 8273| 1764, 36, 13, 3684) 331, 417; 133; 15, 130, 254, 66) 104] 29043)’39 Total 44 States : : 
haa 38 89) 33, Merl 265 38/2311. 82 7519 1359 81 26) 3629 162 560 162 10 115 218 119 105) 25150]'38 for January | At the SAE annual meeting in 
California 39). 12). 3, 652 8 8 212, 4, 444) 197 3, 1) 198 20, 16 10, 17 21, 24 12, 19] 1881/39 California | Detroit great emphasis was placed 
— 38] 6] (1; ~—«663|_—14) | 255) id 424] 165) _ 7S id 2 % 2 ~ : > . x a at a6 —_———;,, | upon aircraft performance, which 
low l 2 112 347, 25, 2 196 0 2 ; owa f 
ae 38 as 297 rf 1 60) 1 238 215 174 9 6 3 4 | 2i| s4if33  .§  |depends largely upon avail- 
Tennessee "39 | 467 Z 1 — - a oa : A 1) * 1 : 5 : ' = £4 Tennessee | ability and development of ma- 
‘ 233 < \ ! : : : 
Total 47 Stat 539) 95) 491256331373, 3490, 80,9344, 2054 41, 14, 4168, 357, 467, 146, 32 164 284, 81 127) 33942/'39 Totala7 States | terials possessing great strength in 
for January - 3g) 96| 24| 9470 293, 41/ 2683 112 8367 1565, 89 —27| 4139178 632/186, 12150 240164173) _28641)'38 for January |proportion to weight. Among 
(Cn teeeneeneenneeeeneeeeseemereeeneneine enn oor . . . 
* « ' ‘ the more promising materials now 
or ial Car Registrat 6 States for Feb 1939-1938 |» in aircraft is high- 
@ eing used in aircraft is hig 
New Commercia ar egis ra Ions, a es or € ruary 9 | strength Nickel alloy steel—SAE 
ruary Figures supplied by R. L, Polk & Co.. New Jersey Motor List Co., and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold 4340—containing approximately 
\ | ! | ° ° ° : 
farch | | 2% Nickel. Airlines are specify- 
| | e eas 
Aaril >| a | | | ing this composition for heat-treat- 
= STATES el sis] & | <a 9 | } 3/8] ¢ STATES ed forgings. This Nickel alloy 
May S| #| > E S| & e i? sicsié steel offers good forging proper- 
° & ” = | ° ° 
ee 5 2| 2 = = 2 | = 2 | eC | = | = ties, great tensile strength, ma- 
_ Delaw ; <= = = 7 14 9 9 1 1 1 1 2 112]°39 Delaware | chines satisfactorily at high hard- 
uly — a 1 43 9 16 1| 2 10 7 ; | eee i 8438 7 _ |ness values, and develops maxi- 
— = —— ry : 2 B,C 2 ¢ , i oa 
= as a, of ee 8 ia now 1 8 eo Melos ~~ mum properties 
t 28 2 450 ~«61 2; 150) 11 a < o) ee 61 es ae h : 
— i = a C|SC* 24 3 77°39 North Dakota in heavy sections 
orth Dakota 739 22 4 in a { es : after oil quench- 
Ser = = 2 10 57 4 40 cee 2! ae ck 1} 116 }'38 ee : e 
- Seath Carcline SSS | 2) “a, #28] (CoG 26 29 6 6 3 2 6 477|'39 ~ South Carolina ing. 
ee | varolina = 153 4 36 121| 9 a | 7 1] _370)'38 
woe Dist. of Col = 5 63 1, 28, 31 66 21 54 6 4 1 1 1 2I 281139 Dist. of Col. THE 
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New Flat-Rate Service System to Speed Operations 


Pontiac Program Designed 


To Cut Costs, Build Profits 


PONTIAC.—A flat rate service 
program, with a new sequence of 
operations designed to speed up 
its use, materially increase the 
accuracy of estimating major re- 
pair jobs and collision work and 
eliminate all overlapping of time 
on combinations of operations, has 
been worked out for Pontiac deal- 
ers under the direction of L. K. 
Marshall, Pontiac Motors general 
service manager. 

“Pontiac dealers’ service depart- 
ments have had experience with 
this type of flat rate system on 
body work for the last two years,” 
said Marshall, ‘but to the best of 
my knowledge this is the first time 
that the same plan has been ex- 
tended to cover the entire chassis 
and engine as well. 

“The program should assist serv- 
ice managers and service sales- 
men to do an outstanding mer- 
chandising job. Under this sys- 
tem combinations of service oper- 
ations that are performed most 
frequently are priced according to 
the time required to do the addi- 
tional operations at the time the 
job is open for the major opera- 
tion. Thus, if necessary, work is 
done in combinations, the cus- 
tomer is saved money and the job 
is still profitable for the dealer.” 

Based on Time 

All prices in the 1939 flat rate 
program are based on time allow- 
ances which have been determined 
through repeating the actual per- 
formance of operations a_ suffi- 
cient number of times to establish 
an average time requirement. The 
time is based on the use of Pontiac 
precision tools and the procedure 
as outlined in the shop manual. 

Major body and chassis opera- 
tions are made up of the basic 
operations required to do the job, 
and the sum of the time of the 
several basic operations equals the 
time necessary to do the major 
operation. A basic operation code 
book, which every Pontiac dealer 
has, describes in detail each basic 
operation used in making up major 
operations. 

Chassis and body work-sheets 
are used for accurate estimating 
of collision repairs and extensive 
major overhaul jobs. One side of 
the work-sheet is for chassis esti- 
mating and the other side for the 
body. 

Related flat rate operations are 
grouped in the manual as in the 
past. The operation sequence 
within the groups is arranged ac- 
cording to a definite pattern. Op- 
erations performed most frequent- 
ly in combinations are listed under 
the heading “Combinations” fol- 
lowing each major operation. Lists 


precedes each group or section in 
the manual instead of under indi- 
vidual operations. 

Word descriptions following op- 
erations are more complete and 
cover work included in the opera- 
tion. The self-finding index of the 
flat rate manual has been im- 
proved and facilitates the finding 
of specific operations within each 
group. New time studies have been 


made on operations which were | 


reported to be over or under- 
priced. 
Familiarity Is Important 
“Familiarity with the body and 
chassis work-sheet, for accurately 
estimating collision and heavy re- 
pair work, is highly important,” 
Marshall said. “This is so because 
about 15 percent of all work or- 
ders written are on collision work. 
To get this type of work a dealer 
must estimate accurately, being 
low enough to be competitive and 
high enough to be profitable. 
“Our 1939 flat rate manual en- 


ables Pontiac dealers to estimate | 


-very job accurately by eliminat- 


ing the overlap in major and com- | 
vination operations. This prevents | 


over-bidding which might lose a 
job and_ under-bidding which 
would not make a normal profit. 

“The importance of the flat rate 
program from the standpoint of 
combinations of operations, which 
is one of its features, can be seen 
when it is realized that 85 percent 
of all repair jobs are covered by 
a major operation in combination 
with one or more related opera- 
tions. 

“Until this new flat rate system 
was perfected there always was 
a duplication or overlapping of 
certain work in combinations of 
operations which made it neces- 
sary for the service salesman to 
make detailed computations to 
approximate a price that was low 
enough to interest the customer 
and high enough to be profitable 
for the dealer. Now all overlap- 
ping between the combinations 
and the major operations has 
been removed. 

Will Save Money 

“Now that customers can be 
shown how these combinations of 
operations are set up to enable 
them to save money when addi- 
tional work is necessary at the 
time a major operation is per- 
formed, a greater degree of con- 
fidence in dealers’ service depart- 
ments should result together with 
a freer acceptance of advice from 
service managers and mechanics. 

“While the 1939 flat rate pro- 
gram is a money-saving benefit to 
customers, it also will serve to 
build up a profitable service vol- 


Quaint Quirks That 


A show window became broken,| 25 gallons of gasoline, a gallon 
of anti-freeze and three complete 
chassis lubrications with specified 
rebuilt cars and trucks, than when 


|so that gave Frances Street, femi- 
|nine proprietor of Street Motors, 
Inc. (De Soto-Plymouth), Bir- 
mingham, Ala. an idea. She|the premium offered was 25 to 50 
rammed an old used car through | gallons of gasoline. 

the window to look like a smash- * * ¢ 

|up, and did it stop traffic! Painted; The cleaner the sale the more 
on the window was the sign “For | is the commission, under a setup 
|Safety’s Sake, Buy a Street Used|at Al DeMent Chevrolet Co., 


Car” Birmingham, Ala. It is designed 
= a |to discourage long terms and ir- 

The Hammer - Staunton Chev-|regular deals. On used cars, the 
lrolet Co., Sheridan, Wyo., has|salesman receives 8 percent if he 
found that it pays to offer a/gets one-third down and the notes 


do not run over 12 months. If 
terms do not come up to these re- 
quirements he gets only 6 percent. 
On new cars only 4 percent is 
paid on irregular deals, that is 
where the first payment is not 
made in 30 days and the notes ex- 
tend over 18 months. Six percent 


Used Car Stocks 
rT ns | is aid ai ” . ft brig r 
Normal in Seattle; ao” where the terms are rcg 


Feb. Sales Up 70% 


SEATTLE.—Used car stocks in| 
the Seattle area are in excellent, 
shape, even though new car sales | 
have been lively enough to bring self. Inspect any car—or every 
|in many trades. The situation is|car—from top to bottom, inside 
much improved over a year ago|and out—check the tires, get be- 
when, to relieve the dealers of ab-| hind the wheel, take a ride. Prove 
normal stocks throughout’ the to yourself that our cars are bet- 
country, the national used car! ter than we say!” 
week was resorted to, with some | This is part of an advertisement 
5eneficial results. |which B. F. Knuth, of Miller- 

Estimates are that used car;}Knuth, Omaha Chevrolet dealers, 
stocks are 30 percent under a year says brought them many sales of 
ago, with no Seattle dealers over- | used cars. 
loaded. 

King county (Seattle) new car | 
sales during February, according 
to figures just compiled by the 
Motor List Co., were 759 com- 
pared to 446 for February, 1938, 
a gain of 331 or about 70 percent. 
The big “five” for February fol- 


variety of premiums with used 
cars, rather than a specified num- | 
ber of gallons of gasoline. For 
example, more customers were se- 
cured when the company offered 


* 

“Don’t Believe a Word We 
Say! No, Sir. Don’t believe any of 
the claims we make for our used 
cars! Don’t let our salesmen con- 
vince you. Come and see for your- 








* * * 


Nothing succeeds like enthusi- 
asm and optimism in the sale of 
automobiles, believes Joe Butera, 
salesman since 1929 for Drennen 
Motor Car Co. (Buick, LaSalle, 
Oldsmobile, Pontiac, Chevrolet), 
Birmingham, Ala. He has a habit 


low: Chevrolet, 186; Ford, 115;|of picking out two or three good 
Plymouth, 97; Dodge, 77 and/news items from newspapers each 
Buick, 58. week and mentioning them to his 





prospects. For instance he will say: 
“Did you see, Mr. Smith, where 
the steel company is taking on 
1,000 more men.” Here is the way 
Butera explains this psychology: 
“When a man gets ready to spend 
$1,000 for an automobile, nothing 
cheers him more than to be re- 
assured that business is good.” 


Ala. Tax Exempts 
Used Car Sales 


BIRMINGHAM, Ala.—The Ala- 
bama Automobile Dealers Assn. 
has to its credit one major accom- 
plishment in the legislature so far; 
that is, the retention of the ex- 
emption on used car sales in the 
new 2 percent sales tax which has 
just gone into effect. There were 
a lot of exemptions in the old law 
but in the re-enactment about the 
only one to survive was the one on 
used cars. 


Special to Automotive News 
Also the tax on new car sales 


NEW YORK. — Acceleration of 





of fast moving parts, with prices, | ume for Pontiac dealers.” 





Used Car Sale Campaign 


was held to one-half of one per- 
cent instead of the 2 percent on 
most everything else. C. E. An- 
derson, executive secretary of the 
association, is now pressing a bill 
establishing a motor vehicle bureau 





Successful in Kansas City 


Special to Automotive News 


KANSAS CITY.—The Chevrolet 
dealers of Greater Kansas City 
conducted a used car sale recently, 
inserting full-page advertisements 
in the daily newspapers prior to 
the sale and each day during the 
sale. It described the 1,555 cars in 
the hands of the dealers as being 
fully reconditioned and carried 
their O.K. mark. 

Prices were slashed up to 50 
percent. The “new” used cars were 
moved on to the main sales floor 
of the dealers, and new cars were 
moved into the back rooms. 

According to Frank Miller, city 
manager of the Chevrolet division 
here, “the sale was satisfactory, 
but not quite up to expectations. 
We feel that if we had held off 
60 days, sales would have been 


for Alabama. Automobile matters 
are now handled by a half dozen 
different departments. 


better. Weather conditions are 
always a factor we do not control. 
Used car stocks generally are 
much lower than this time last 


year”. 5 : 
, production of Chrysler’s 1939 
About $5,000 contributed by the | Royal models to date show that 
dealers was spent on the cam- the percentage of black cars sold 
paign. Those taking part were,|is the smallest in years, a mere 
Sullivan Chevrolet Co; De Witt) 958 percent against 74.2 percent 


Chevrolet Co.; Howard Chevrolet ; : 
: : beet : .,|for colors other than black. This 
Co.; Union Chevrolet Co.; Hill|is considerably lower than the 


Chevrolet Co.; Hillard Chevrolet ‘ : . 
, percentage of black for the model 
Co.; Land-Goddard Chevrolet Co.; oie hi ae 
Esme oer # >| year of 1938, which was 28.2, and 
ae, Not rington Chevrolet ' still lower than the 31 percent for 
0.; Sig nt Bros. Motor Co., Inc.; | the big year of 1937. 
Sam C. Clasen Chevrolet Co.; Black remains the largest single 
Feld Chevrolet Motor Co.; Allen ence emai tae argest sings 
Chevrolet Co., and Bostian Chev- chelce, however, even though as 
raiet Ce ” , percentage is dropping. Next in 
= line comes Nordic gray, with 17.2 
ee eee percent. Polo (light) green is third 
with 12.7 and Regent (light) blue 
fourth with 11.6. 


Bright Colors Gaining 
On 1939 Chrysler Cars 
DETROIT.—Figures on the 








William Ogg Fitzgerald's famous car 
toons appear exclusively in Automo 
tive News. 


metropolitan area used car sales, 
through increased demand stimu- 
lated by favorably mild weather, 
has reduced local dealer inven- 
tories to a generally normal level, 
according to E. P. Mauder, vice- 
president of the Automobile Mer- 
chants Assn. of New York, Inc. 

The public, he added, has been 
quick to realize that this is a bar- 
gain season in used vehicles and 
that now is the time to take ad- 
vantage of the low prices prevail- 
ing when approaching the thresh- 
old of the spring selling season 
when prices will take an upward 
trend. 

“I am much pleased with the 
conditions that obtain in the used 
car situation,’ Mauder stated. 
“There is a fundamentally sound 
tone that reflects the public ap- 
preciation of the industry’s efforts 
to offer good vehicles at low 
prices. Stocks in hands of dealers 
are not excessive in comparison 
to a corresponding period in 1938, 





;and they represent an exception- 


ally good cross-section of fine 
values. 

“It should also be noted that the 
low mileage used car on the mar- 


Used Car Sales 
Drive Opened in 


Youngstown Area 


YOUNGSTOWN, O.— Mahoning 
County Automotive Assn. this week 


is making an ambitious effort to F 
reduce used car stocks, estimated 
at $235,000. Nineteen dealers here f 
are participating in the city-wide f 


campaign. 
The Youngstown Vindicator car- 


ried a six-page supplement last | 
Sunday comprising large display |, 


ads of the 19 dealers. 


As an added incentive the dealer 


association here is offering $25 in revi 


cash for the oldest car traded in 
during the week’s special sales 


event. The Vindicator, as its part fi 
of the demonstration, is offering f 
cash awards to salesmen Fek. 
selling the most automobiles dur- } 
ing the week. First prize to sales- fi 


$50 in 


men selling the most cars is $25, 
second is $15 and third $10. 


Michigan Measure 


Aimed at Junkers 


LANSING.—A plan to bar junk- 
ers from trunkline highways was 
proposed last week by 
Joseph A. Baldwin. 


eight or more years old to submit 


a certificate that the car had good F 


brakes and could travel 35 miles 
an hour before the state depart- 


ment could issue a regular license Fe i 


for it. 


For cars which could not meet 
the test, plates of a different color 
would be issued, entitling them to 
travel county roads or city streets. 


CIT Opens an Office 


In New London, Conn. 


NEW YORK.—In order better Ff 


to serve New London (Conn.) and 


immediate county, the C.I.T. Corp. F 


has opened an office there, in 
charge of H. E. Doyle. 


Doyle, who has been connected 
with C.I.T. for several years, comes 
from the C.I.T. Providence office 
to the managership of the New 
London office. 


William Ogg Fitzgerald’s famous Car- 
toons appear exclusively in Automo- 
tive News. 


Used Car Stocks at Normal 
In Metropolitan New York 


ket today ranks among the safest 
unit of this type that can be 
bought. With the topic of safety 
on the highways before the public 
to a greater degree than at any 
time in the history of the automo- 
tive industry, it is interesting t0 
note how definitely the safety 


feature has been incorporated in 


the used car field.” 


135 Mechanics Given 


Training Course in La. 
PINEVILLE, La. — Certificates 
for completion of a course in m0 
tor tuneup were awarded to 13 
automobile mechanics of Central 
Louisiana at ceremonies conducte 
here in the program of the state 
board of education for giving 
workers practical training in theif 
work. 

Presentation of the certificates 
followed completion of a 12 weeks 
course, conducted by the trade and 
industry division of the state edu: 
cation board. A similar course ? 
carburetion was started March ® 
with an enrollment of 125 unde! 
direction of A. F. Legget. 





For a fresh automotive viewpoint 
read George M. Slocum’s “‘A Word 
Edgewise,”’ 
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Quick Sales 
Key to Used 
Car Profits 


By William C. Callahan 


Managing Editor 
DETROIT.—While used cars 
vertised prices are showing 


‘gut normal decline during the 
xt few weeks, the average price 
ying February this year was 
siderably above the average 
February a year ago. These 
mparisons are shown in the tab- 
ution at the bottom of this col- 
ian which reveals the average 
ih for February this year as 
7g against an average high last 
Lar of $565, and an average low 
jg year Of $516, against the av- 
age last February of $497. 
The drop during the past few 
eks, however, has been quite 
snounced with the average low 
+ the week ending Feb. 18, be- 
og $518, or a drop of $3 from the 
vious week. For the week end- 
1g Feb. 25, the drop was $8 on 
¢low side of the scale with the 
yrage price being shown as 
310, against $518 in the previous 
kek, On the high side for the 
ek ending Feb. 18, the average 
imbed to $585, against $572 in 
¢previous week. For the week 
ding Feb. 25, however, the av- 
age advertised value dropped off 
3, making the average top price 
72. 

Barometer Is Provided 
In first presenting this tabula- 
m more than a year ago it was 
”e hope of the editors of Auto- 
otive News that over a period of 
me this compilation would pro- 
de an accurate barometer to the 
ed car market giving up-to-date 
nds on values and_ “selling 
rices. 
Month by month averages show 
gradually descending price from 
te introduction periods until the 
d of the year. The fact that 
his year’s declines follow closely 
e pattern set last year (even 
hough the prices are at a higher 
el) we feel makes it possible 
w the dealer to judge his values 
everal months ahead on the basis 
tlast year’s experience. 
The fact that last year was a 
ad year really makes it a safer 
adstick to follow than if condi- 
ms had been reversed. We feel, 
owever, that this tabulation ef- 
«tually explodes the old fallacy 
at used cars will bring better 
Mees in the spring and that 
falers should hold-over stocks in 
ner to cash-in on the spring mar- 
#. The experience last year 
hows that the decline in values 
‘ constant in spite of the fact 
nat the turnover in the spring 
Mi show healthy gains over the 
inter months. 

Exploding a Myth 

In exploding this myth which 
ethaps many of us have harbored 
feel that the Automotive News 
“d car table has contributed 
Puch to sounder used car dealing. 
‘merely emphasized the need to 
wn used car stocks into cash as 
‘idly as possible. Where the 
faler has misjudged the value of 
‘Used car accepted in trade it is 
‘ter economy to pocket the loss 
“quickly as possible by a quick 
fle since the deck seems definite- 
y stacked against any possibility 
‘tecouping at a later date. 


Used Car Index 

, he average used car prices, 
ae from the weekly Used 
ar Selling Prices chart, shows 
the following: 


, High Low 
tb. Average (1938) 565 497 
- Average ...... 551 494 
Apr. Average ...... 549 494 
Y Average ...... 542 487 
ag Average ...... 527 478 
uly Average ...... 525 469 
Ug. Average ...... 528 449 
tpt. Average ...... 515 441 
ee Average ... . 492 425 
»ov. Average ...... 481 412 
tc. Average ...... 462 399 
- Average (’39) .*585 *512 
_ es sss *576 *526 
eb. 11, 1939....... 577-4521 
eb. 18, 1939....... 585 518 
f. 25, 1989....... 572 510 


igaot ering of higher - priced 


; 8 models has lifted national 
verage, 





= 
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Actual top and bottom prices on 1935, 1936 Pittsburgh Press, Sun Telegraph; Atlanta 


and 1937 Used Cars, as ady s . . . . 

ertised in local Georgian, American; Cleveland Plain Dealer; 
“aly ant of current week. SEDAN prices Used Car Selling rices Detroit News; Chicago Herald-Examiner; 
operating inclade: uarisen, Newspapers co- Cincinnati Post; St. Louis Globe Democrat; 
Times, Journal - American, World - Telegvons As Advertised, Week Ending Feb. 25, 1939 itm: ——<——_. 


World - Telegram; Angeles Times; Seattle Times. 


a 


Boston N.Y. Atlanta Pittsbrg. Cleve. Detroit Chicago Cincin. St.Louis Dallas Denver Los Ang. Seattle Nat. Av. 





Buick “40” 








iiieibematiioiainepesens) "38|$ [$695-$775|$7 45-$845|$765-$785 |$650-$8.45|$645-$7 25 |$695-$745 |$725-$795|$695-$765|$799-$899|$795 |$795-$800|$825-$895|$735-$800 
37 | 625- 665] 545- 635] 695 | 550- 595] 545- 645] 545- 625] 595- 625] 595- 660] 647- 675] 599 | 645- 695] 625- 675] 695- 725] 600- 660 

36 | | 450 | 445- 495] 445- 475] 385- 445] 395- 445] 445- 495] 425- 465] 445- 465] 499 | | 450- 565] 575- 585] 446- 493 

oan 38] | 845 | i | | 765- 825] 795- 875] 845 | | | j1000 | | 812- 900 
Sanita | 650- 675} | | 695 | 645 | 675 | i | 695- 749] 695 | 725 | | 672- 708 

"36 | 460 | 475- 485] | | 444- 465] 445 | | | | | 575 j | | 456- 508 

Chevrolet Master DeLuxe "38 | 615 | 550- 575] i | 495- 595] 525- 545] 595 | 545- 595] 495- 565] 565- 695] 595 | 595- 665] 645- 695] 560- 614 


°37 | 445- 495] 455- 495] 445- 450] 425- 450] 395- 475] 425- 465] 445- 475] 425—- 475] 415- | 445- 499] 495- | 525- 565] 545- 565] 450- 492 














"36 | 345- 385] | 350 | 325- 375] 325- 379] 285- 325] 325 | 325- 375] 375- |. 395-4}. 395- = |: 375~ 425) | 332- 382 
Chrysler Six "58 | | 695 | 795 | 685- 765] 665- 745] 625- 645] 645- 675] | }793- | 725- = | 725-7754 | 681- 742 
"37 | 595- 625] 525 | 450- 495] 449- 595] 495- 545] 495- 545] 525- 595] 545 | | 595 | 590 | 595- 625] 625 | 520- 583 
36 | | | 375 | 345- 395] 425- 465] 425 l | 445 | | 395 I | 475 | | 393- 445 
Chrysler Eight 38 | j j | | 745 | 745 | | | | 799 i | | 845 | 745- 822 
37] | 560 | | 595 | 545- 595] 595 l | 595 | j | 670 | | | 765- 620 


36 | l | | 495- 545) | 445 l i | j | l | | 470- 545 


De Soto 


38] | | | 675 | 565- 695] 595- 695] 685 i | 695 | | | 665- 745] 695- 745] 640- 710 
37 | | 497- 545] 545 | 445— 459) 495- 545) 445-525] 595 | | 575-595] 445. «| 565 | 575~ G10] 595~ 625] 515- 563 
36/425 | i | 325- 395] 395 | i | 395- 425) 445 | }.495 =| 475-495] 407— 447 
— ’38| 635- 665] 629- 645] 695 | 639-795] 625- 695] 625- 645] 665 —*| }695 | 1 ( as- 64 OO OE 


"371545 =| 495~ 550) 545 | 565- 595] 625 | 493- 555 


| 475- 495] 425- 545] 415- 495) 525- 585 | 495- 545] 495- 565] 495 1 


"36 | 375- 495) 475 | 345- 395] 395- 425] 325- 425] 295- 365] 325- 365] 365- 425] 345- 425] | 465 | 445- 465] 475- 495] 377- 432 
Ford Standard "38 | 445- 485) | 500 | 435- 465] 425- 475) 449- 487) 525 | 475- 495] 475- 495] i | 525- 500) 525- 575] 473- 507 
acini ta I | | 295- 345] 295- 365] 285- 327] 375- 395] 345 | 345- 395] 395 i | 445 | 425- 445] 342- 390 
36 | 195- 210] 235 I | 195- 225] 225- 295) 225 | 245- 265] 225- 265] | | | | 325 | 221- 263 
Ford Deluxe °38] 565- 595] 535- 550] 575 | 525- 565] 475- 495] 545- 565] 545- 595] | 545 SS | 554- 595 



































"37 | 395- 465] | 395 | 395- 425] 365- 440) 345- 395] 425- 465] 395- 450) 495 | 450 | 460- 485] 525- 575] 495- 545] 420- 472 
"36 | 295- 325] 295 | | 295- 325] 245- 375] 245- 265] 345 | 325- 365] | | 395 | 395- 425] 395 | 305- 359 
Graham "38 | l l l l ] ] | 
Se ni te en a ennai i en 
364295 [29 | ! | | 245- 295) 295 }239 | 1 i \ 1 | 276- 295 
Hudson Six "38 | 1 1 1 1535 | 25- 645] | 1 i i seen ee 
371435 | i 1495 4525 | 465 | 569- 595] 1549 | \ \ ae, 
"36 | 375 | | | 345- 365] 375 | 245- 295] 385 | i i i | 1 | 322— 355 

tiudson Eight 38 | | | | | | l | | | 745 I l eee 
"37 | 525- 650] 650 | | 1595 | | i 1650 =| 1 \ a cscsesesee tee 

361365 | 1 ! ! 1 ! | 365 
Hudson Terraplane 38, | 149 | | 525- 565] 595 | 545-685] 1 \ | 645— 675) 675- 685) 576- 641 
37,420 =| 439 | | 345- 425] 345- 445] 395- 425] 425- 495 | 395- 445] 475 | | 15851 585s 405-487 
"361 295 | 235- 325) | 195- 295] 295- 350) 225- 245] 395 | 289— 335] | i I | 425— 445] 280- 342 
LaSalle 38 | 995-1025] 945- 995] }895 | | 745- 865] 895- 925] i 1 1 poss Ud. 
37 | 695-775] 565- 745} | 715 | 595 | 625 | 725- 745] 695- 795] | 625- 725] 695-725] 795: 795-845] 775- 825] 679- 769 
36 | 545- 575] | | 485- 550] | 425- 495] 445- 545] 475 | 575 | 545 595 1565 565 498-557 
Lincoln-Zephyr °38 | | 895- 945] i 1 | 825- 845j1045—. | 1 | 1075-1145] 960-1008 
37 | 685- 745] 595- 695] 595 | 665- 695] 545- 697] 625- 675] 645- 695| | 625- 695] 595- 695] 695- 845] 795- 825] 775- 865] 653- 740 
"36 | 475 | 445 | | 495 | 385- 475] 445 | | 495 | 495 | | | 595 | 545- 595] 465- 531 
Nash-LaFayette "38 | 625- 675| 1 1 1585 | 1 1 l I 1 \ Lo 
—— 37] 445- 625) HH | 425 | 425- 495 | 1 $33 | 4 | 410- 515 
"361335 | | | 275- 295] 375 4325s i | 1275 | 1 l | 292— 335 
Nash 38] 595-45] 795 | l 1 | escent nenme 
87 | 525 675] 1 1475 | | 445- 465] 445- 495 | | 445-545] fee ee 
"36 | 345 | 325 | | 345- 395] 345- 475] 395 | | | | | 1 1 | 340— 422 
Olds Six "38).695 | 695 | 695- 745] 635- 675] 695- 745] 625- 645] 645- 665| 675- 795] 635- 695] 725 | 695- 745] 675- 785] 685- 745] 671- 724 
' 37) 565- 575] 585 | 475- 595] 495- 595] 450- 565] 495- 525] 545- 595 | 545- 595] 545- 560] | 595 | 575- 645] 595- 645] 534- 590 
36 | 395- 465] | | 375- 385] 365- 445] 325- 365] 345- 395 | 395- 445] 395- 425] 365 | 485 | 445 | 495 | 378— 434 
Olds Eight 38 | 735- 765] 695- 745] i | | 775— 795] 775 i | 675 | | | 875- 895] | 751- 795 
°37 | 595- 645] 525- 595] | 565 | 550- 625] 545- 565] 625- 645] i | 595 | 695 | 625- 645] | 514- 631 
"36 | 445 | | | 375- 400] 385- 450) | | 545 | 449 i | | 525 1 | 414— 480 
Pontiac Six 38] 695 | 645- 695] 575- 635] 695 | 595- 625] 625- 665] 695 | | 595— 675 | | - 8 OO Se 


37] 525- 595] 525— 545] 495 | 495- 565] 445- 595] 445- 525] 495- 5654 475- 575] 475- 525] | 575- 590] 575- 610] 565- 625] 508- 574 














°36 | | | | 325- 365] 345— 395] 325- 345] 425 | 395- 425] | 445-465] 445 | 445 465) 386- 415 

Pontiac Eight "38,775 169 | 1795 4725 ‘| | 775 | | | | | | | 710- 782 
"371595 | | | | 475- 560} | | | i \ | | | 475- 578 

"361425 | 1 139 | i 1 i | 395- 425 

Packard 120 "38).845 | 845- 875] 1 1 1 | 895- 925 | 1975 i | 1045 «| 862- 955 
37] 635- 650] 695 | | 575— 685] 525- 675] 545- 595] 625- 695] 595- 645] | 1725. | 665 —‘| 765- 825) 616- 688 

36) 495 ‘| 435- 495] | 465- 495] 445- 495] 395—- 425] 475- 495 | 495 465 595 | 595- 625) 471- 515 

Plymouth Deluxe 381595 | 565- 625] 595 | 559- 595] 545— 595] 525- 565] 545- 595] 545-575] 525 «| 525-550] 625 | 595~ 665] 625- 675) 560- 606 
37] 465 | 445— 475] 485- 495] 445- 475) 375- 495] 375- 445] 450- 475] 425- 485] 450-495] 465 | 475- 525] 495- 545] 545 _—| 446 500 
36 | | 245- 319] | 345— 385] 295- 395] 295— 325) 345— 375] 325- 365] 325- 345] 395 | $425. [425 ‘| 321- 373 

Studebaker Dictator °38 | | | | | \ | 645- 685] | | 1 dds 665 725) 655 705 
FT 9B | 525— 545 1495 | 475- 495] 495- 525] | 495- 5651525 | . “1575 | 595‘ 595~ 625) 515~ 560 
a. aaerh ......te | 1 | 385- 395] 365 [275 1375 | | | | | 1425 | 342- 398 
Ten ee 
Studebaker President 38 | I | 789 |_ 795 | l I | | | I | I | 789- 795 
37 | | 1675 $545 $595 4 | | ae | ae 1 | 570- 675 

a ae | | 1435 1375 4 | 495 | 1345 = | | | | 360- 465 
Willys a). 1 l t Pee 
—— tts | 285- 295} | 245- 335] 245- 325] | 295 | 229- 295} | 295 | 1 | | 260- 309 
ELS Se | | | 55 | 165~ 195) \ 1 ot | | 160- 195 


| 155 | | 








National Average, All Makes, Feb. 25, 1939—$510-$572 
National Average, All Makes, Feb. 18, 1939—$518-$585 


Used Car Selling Prices, as advertised in the classified section of metropolitan newspapers nationally, are compiled ex- 

clusively by Automotive News as a copyrighted feature. This is the first time anywhere that bona fide top and bottom 

prices have been compiled from published figures to establish the trend of the market and the resulting national index 
Where no prices are quoted, no car of make and model was offered during the period covered. 
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SYNOPSIS 


The rollicking recitals of bicycles and bicycle racing men which 
with Chris has regaled the readers of “Who, Me?” for the past 
several weeks came to an end last week with the thrilling tale of 
“Mile-A-Minute” Charley Murphy, the first cyclist to do a mile in 
fewer than 60 seconds. In his previous instalment Chris had told 
of the first man to cover a mile in less than 2 minutes behind a 
kite-shaped airfoil drawn by a running horse. Murphy accomplished 
his feat in a special box-like enclosure built on the rear-end of a 
Long Island passenger train. This week the less accomplished 
riders of the day come in for their innings—the Century riders. 
This group was composed of those riders who had proved their mettle 
by riding 100 miles in 18 hours. Their names were legion and 
their ambitions ran to accumulating the longest strings of Century 
Bars awarded for the achievement. 


Chapter X—Touring Clubs 


But there were other things to the cycling of yesterday 
than racing. Touring was its complement and, to the Century 
Road Club of America belongs the credit for getting the boys 
and girls out on the road riding centuries. The CRC was a 
Chicago institution originally, founded by the members of the 
Lincoln Cycling Club—Billy Herrick, Joe Guinea, Charley 
Fairchild and Ed Newman among others. I think it was Bill 
Herrick, then an executive of Morgan & Wright and creator 
of the slogan, “Morgan & Wright Tires Are Good Tires,” 
who conceived the idea of founding a club to be called the 
Century Road Club of America which would first of all sell 
a gold badge of membership to anyone to which could be 
attached a quarter inch gold bar for each 100 miles ridden 
on the road in 18 hours. Each additional century won a bar 
to attach to the preceding one, so that those who went for 
this sort of touring in a big way soon would have a string of 
century bars to pin on their sweaters. I’ve seen some of 
these strings that were so long they ran to the owner’s belt 
and back again. Of course each of these bars cost 75 cents 
each. For a double century a bar twice the size was awarded. 


The movement spread to all’ parts of the country and for a 
time America was century-crazy. One chap in particular 
stood out as a star, A. A. Hansen of Minneapolis, dubbed 
“Rainmaker” because he was so unlucky that, every time he 
went out for a particularly tough century, it rained. Rome 
O’Connor, of the Chicago 
Cycling Club (shown in 
the accompanying illustra- 
tion) was another nut and 
his string represented quite 
a bit of dough. So far as 
I was concerned, one cen- 
tury was enough for me. 
That one was ridden be- 
fore the Century Road 
Club of America was con- 
ceived—it was during the 
vogue of the high wheel. 
We of the Washington 
Cycling Club loaded our 
wheels onto an evening 
train for Rockford, IIL, 
just 100 miles away from 
Chicago. The next morn- 
ing we Started out chipper 
as larks. Soon my tail was 
dragging on the ground; 
half way home my cork 
popped and the rest of the 
century was misery for 
me. Afraid of being kid- 
ded if I quit, I plugged 
along to the end, dog- 
tired and all in. That one 
century convinced me I’d better leave that sort of “sport” to 
my betters. I joined the “butterfly” brigade, what is known in 
yachting parlance, the rocking chair admirals. 


aK * * 





EARNING CENTURY bars for 
riding 100 milesin 18 hours can be 
compared with collecting postage 
stamps or tobacco tin tags. Here’s 
Rome O’Connor of the Chicago 
Cycling Club, with so many bars 
that he could string them across 
his manly chest from shoulder to 
waist. 


In Chicago, too, we had the Associated Cycling Clubs, 
which collectively ruled wheeling movements in the city, pro- 
moting the Pullman road race, fighting adverse local legisla- 
tion and the like. It really was a miniature Congress. [ach 
club—and there were more than 100 of them—was allowed 
two delegates, one an alternate. Monthly meetings were held 
and, believe me, “my public,” they ruled things with an iron 
hand. Managing the Pullman road race which, when the 
ACC got hold of it, became the Decoration Day road race, 
was no easy job in itself. After abandoning the Pullman 


course, it was run over a circuit to Evanston (Ill.) and back 
to Lincoln Park and later on from Wheeling into Garfield 


7my AUTO-bi0GRAPHY 


THE SAGA OF THE FIRST 
100 YEARSCN RUBLE, ate 





Park. I think I handicapped the last one and in that race 
there were close to 500 starters. 

The good wife is responsible for me not being able to name 
winners and the like, for I find that over the years she had 
been quietly heaving some of my old data into the furnace 
each time we moved. You married men can understand my 
embarrassment, for who of you henpecked ones has not had 
something similar happen to him? 

* * * 

One event promoted by the Associated Cycling Clubs, 
which I well remember, was an interclub relay race from 
Milwaukee to Chicago, 100 miles, with 10 miles to each re- 
lay and each rider given an alternate to pick up the message 
if something happened to the other fellow. Ten clubs were 
entered, and the Chicago Cycling Club was supposed to win 
in a walk, for it had the cream of the crop, including Earl 
Peabody, amateur national champion; Harry Cooper, Jim 
Levy, Joe De Stefani, Johnny Fisher. To make things 
sure the club made Orlando Weber of Milwaukee, the racing 
sensation of the time, a non-resident member so he could 
ride on the CCC team. 

Orlando, by the way, is now the chairman of the board of 
the Allied Chemical Co., who recently was in the public 
prints because it was reported that his annual wage was 
something like $350,000 a year and who never had his pic- 
ture published until the story broke. In the early motoring 





days he was the Pope-Toledo dealer in Chicago and later a 


Maxwell Company executive. 


I was Orlando Weber’s alter- 


nate. Well, to make a long story short, the relay race was 
won by the Logan Square Cycling Club, probably a 100-to-1 
shot. So pride wenteth before a fall. 


Editor’s Note: This is the tenth instalment of Chris 
Sinsabaugh’s memoirs. Subsequent instalments will 
appear in succeeding issues of Automotive News. 


Proposed Motor Diversion 
Draws Pa. Federation’s Fire 





Special to Automotive News 

HARRISBURG, Pa.—(UTPS)— 
Scoring legislative proposals to di- 
vert from $14,000,000 to $42,000,- 
000 of motor fund money to 
municipalities, Richard B. Max- 
well, Pennsylvania Motor Federa- 
tion secretary, last week said that 
“every dollar” of the fund is 
needed for highway building and 
maintenance. 

“Before the 1939 legislature 
takes up any of these proposals,” 
he said, “it will have to consider 
not only the matter of fairness to 
Pennsylvania motorists, but also 
the vital question as to whether 
Pennsylvania can afford to leave 
its road building at a standstill.” 

The federation and its affiliated 
clubs have tightened their lines to 
defeat such plans and to advance 
the PMF-AAA legislative program 
developed to obtain fairer treat- 
ment for the motor vehicle owners 
and operators of the state. The 
first bill introduced as a part of 
this program is legislation neces- 
sary to postpone the start of the 
motor vehicle registration renewal 
year from Jan. 1 to Apr. 1, with 
an incidental change from Mar. 1 
to Feb. 1 in the date for the re- 
newal of operators’ licenses. 

In contrast to the legislation 
sponsored by the federation and 
its associated clubs, however, bills 
submitted by individual legislators, 
with or without organized back- 
ing, are directly aimed at tapping 
the motor license fund to obtain 
money for the payment of general 
state and local government costs. 
Many of these seek to divert motor 
fund money through appropria- 
tions to counties, cities, boroughs 
and townships. 

The extreme in legislative pro- 
posals of this sort is a bill which 


Lycoming, Auburn Bids 


Are Under Advisement 

SOUTH BEND, Ind. — Judge 
Thomas W. Slick, of the United 
States district court for Northern 
Indiana, has under advisement the 
bids submitted by six firms for the 
purchase of parts and machinery 
of the Lycoming Mfg. Co. and pur- 
chase of real estate of the Auburn 
Automobile Co. Both firms are filed 
in bankruptcy and sale of assets 
is directed by the court. 

Bidders are the Alvord-Polk Tool 
Co. and Staimen Bros., both of 
Williamsport, Pa.; C. L. Mundy, 
Detroit; Louis E. Emerman & Co., 


| Chicago; Haberman’s Coal & Junk 


Yard, Lockhaven, Pa., and Victor 
Machine Co., Chicago. 








from the motor license fund for 
distribution among municipalities 
during the 1939-41 biennum. This 
plan was tentatively advanced by 
a prominent, state-wide associa- 
tion several months ago but was 
officially dropped from the group’s 
list of recommendations after fed- 
eration representatives had con- 
vinced leaders that the plan was 
impracticable and would paralyze 
all road construction in the state. 


Based on the same theory moti- 
vating the sponsors of the $34,- 
000,000 appropriation, other diver- 
sion bills have been introduced to 
take from $5,000,000 to $42,000,000 
away from the total available for 
improving and maintaining the 
state’s highway system during the 
next two years. 


Motorist opposition to all pro- 
posals of this kind has been de- 
veloping fast ever since the 1939 
session convened. It is based 
largely on the grounds that motor 
vehicle owners and operators al- 
ready are paying at least a full 
share of local government costs 
and that the hidden purpose of all 
these diversion plans is to compel 
motorists to pay more local gov- 
ernment costs while municipal 
revenue from other sources is 
spent for unemployment relief and 
general government costs. 


Role of Chemists 
In Reducing Car 
Prices Is Related 


NEW YORK.—Credit for a large 
share of the reduction in the retajj 
price of the automobile was given 
to the chemist Wednesday evening 
by T. A. Boyd, head of the fue} 
department of General Motors Re. 
search Laboratories, in a discys. }) 
sion of “The Motor Car’s Debt to 
the Chemist.” 


The discussion was in the nature 
of an interview on the “Mysteries 
of Chemistry” program broadcast 
by WCAU in Philadelphia in ¢. 
operation with the Philadelphia 
section of the American Chemica] 
Society. 

The speaker related the story of 
the chemist’s role in the develop. 
ment of the automobile, all of 
which has helped materially to re. 
duce the price of cars to the buyer, 
He pointed out that between 1925 
and 1987 the retail price of cars 
was lowered on an average of $300 
per vehicle, thus saving the pur. |: 
chaser 30 percent at the same time 
he was getting a bigger and a bet- 
ter automobile. 

Boyd, a research worker in the 
automobile industry for nearly 20 
years, started with tires to trace} 
the chemist’s contribution to the 
automotive industry. To the chem- 
ist and metallurgist he gave credit 
for the elimination of waste in the 
iron and steel industry, and for the 
development of alloy steels as ma- 
terials of construction, as_high- 
speed cutting tools and as means 
of resisting oxidation and reducing 
the necessity of frequent valve- 
grinding. Also, “the materials with 
which cars are being finished now- }j 
adays are almost entirely synthetic 
chemical products,” thereby “re- 
ducing the time needed to paint a 
car body from the four to nine 
days formerly required to but a 
few hours. In the one item of plant 
investment that has saved many 
millions of dollars.” 

Citing the chemist’s gift in the 
matter of the investigation of 
petroleum, back in 1855, and the 
subsequent developments in the re- 
fining of gasoline, Boyd explained 
that, “while all these improvements 
have been yielding more and better 
gasoline, the retail price of gaso- 
line, exclusive of taxes, has gone 
down from an average of 26 cents |! 
per gallon in 1921 to 14 cents in} 
1936.” 5 


Accessories Show Is Set 
For Navy Pier Aug. 7-10 


CHICAGO.—The Sixth Annual fiat 


Automotive Accessories Exhibit, 
formerly held at the Stevens Hotel, 
will be held this year on Navy}! 
Pier, here Aug. 7-10. 

Directors of the show expect the 
largest attendance ever. It is spon- 
sored by the Automobile Acces- do 
sories Assn. ? 


For news of the men who make 
news in the automotive world, read 
Chris Sinsabaugh’s authoritative }, 
“Sparks” column. : 


Farm Income Exceeds 1938; 


Outlook Considered Bright 


WASHINGTON.—Farm cash in-|a smaller proportion than usual }' 


come in January was $627,000,000 
compared with $620,000,000 in 
January, 1938, according to the 
United States department of Agri- 
culture. This was the first time 
since October, 1937, that farm in- 
come exceeded the corresponding 
month a year earlier. 
_ Income from crops in January 
increased over December by more 
than the usual seasonal amount, 
the department states. While gov- 
ernment loans on corn provided 
the principal gain, income from 
other grains and from fruits also 
was larger. Income from cattle 
and calves increased seasonally 
and was larger than a year ago, 
but income from hogs and dairy 
and poultry products declined 
from December to January. 
Government payments 
$41,000,000 in January 
$17,000,000 a year ago. 
Allowing for the wheat, corn 


were 
against 


|and cotton placed under loan, more 


than the usual proportion of these 
crops has been disposed of, leaving 


to be marketed during the re-j, 
mainder of the season. With 
some increase in consumers’ in- 
come possible, however, the de- 
cline from major crops may be 
partially offset by increasing 10 
come from fruits and vegetables, 
and improvement in de mand for 
livestock products. 

The department concludes that 
it is probable that income from 
sales in the first half of 1939 may), 
be about the same as in 1938. A}: 
substantial part of the 1939 gov- 
ernment payments are likely to be 
made in the first half of 1939 and S 
may exceed the $257,000,000 in the |; 
like period of 1938. } 


Plans Damage Suit 
HASTINGS, Neb.—This city, whic 
has invested heavily in brake testing jn 
equipment as a result of the 19}, 
compulsory car-testing law, is plan | 
ning to sue the state for damages ! 
the law is repealed as Nebraska la 
makers indicate it will be. Hastin# |} 
city officials point out that their ¢* 
pensive testing equipment will be # 





complete loss without the compulsor | fuga) 0 


testing feature. 
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Total of $1,200,000 will be spent 













iw-priced Champion during April, 
vay and June. Roche, Williams 
, Cunnyngham handling. 

f of outlay, or about 
900,000, will be expended in 
newspapers, SM C. S. Fletcher 
revealed at Detroit meeting of 
sudebaker dealers and dis- 

tors this week. Around 
$300,000 will go into magazine 
offers, while approximately 
$250,000 will be used in radio. 
Ether advertising will consist 
spiels by 
towell Thomas and Ted Husing, 
glus Richard Himber’s ork, and 
will blanket nation. 

Special promotional pieces, in- 
juding roto stuff, will also be 
mployed. Dealers will also mail 
, special edition (in four colors) 
{ the Studebaker Wheel, giving 
J] details of the new car. 


\ame 
Twenty dollars a word is of- 


orp. for a name which can be 
sed to identify its new Combi- 
ation Coupe model, production on 
which recently started. 

According to Fred E. Bishop, 
gneral sales manager, the need 
or a better name for this model 
s becoming increasingly ap- 
wrent as shipments are made to 
istributors and dealers through- 
ut the country. 

“We would like to identify this 
ndel with a name which would 
wt only identify it as different 
tom any other coupe, but one 
hich would also give some indi- 
ation of how it is different,” 





lompulsory Car 
Insurance Held 
Safety Antithesis 


MON TREAL.—Compulsory auto- 
while insurance is the antithesis 
if safety and accident prevention, 
‘amuel Carlton, secretary of J. J. 
‘anger, Ltd., founder of the In- 
wrance Institute of Montreal, told 
ae St. Lawrence Kiwanis Club. 

Addressing the club on “Murder 
nthe Highways,” Carlton stressed 
aut the danger with compulsory 
‘sislation was that in these days 
hustle and bustle, people failed 
* go below the surface. These 
mditions also applied to compul- 
“ty automobile insurance. Its pro- 
ments had apparently given no 
tought to the psychology such a 
*oposal involved and the lesson 
sf Tehibition went unheeded, he 


lt was therefore well, he said, 
‘temember that under democratic 
we, no law was enforcible unless 
‘Was approved of and supported 
, the great majority of those 
‘tom it affected. It was for that 
7 reason that Prohibition failed 
. also why compulsory automo- 
4€ Insurance had failed in the 
_ of Massachusetts, the only 
_ on the American continent 
at had tried it. 

’ ompulsory automobile insurance 
ould not reduce the number of 
“cidents, deaths and drunken 
ripe Carlton asserted. It would 
. attest the situation in respect 
) the sale of used cars, nor would 
* Prevent the ignorance and poor 
‘tkmanship on the part of so- 
alled mechanics. 





\. H. Bill to Strengthen 


School Bus Regulations 
CONCORD, N. H. (UTPS)—A 
‘Bislative committee has marked 
“ught to pass” a bill authorized 
Ptah George A. Myhaver, of 
. "borough, which would require 

%l bus operators to stop not 


as 20 feet from a railroad cross- 
“8 before proceeding. 

matic bill also provides for exam- 
tooo of the fitness of school 
fe. sPortation vehicles, with re- | 
,« Of registration if not suffi- | 
"ently safe, | 


the 4" Dimension 


The News of Automotive Advertising 


— Pete Wemhoff 





Bishop said. “The seating arrange- 
ment, permitting five or six adult 
passengers to ride on two full- 
width seats under the roof, the 
ample elbow and leg room for 
rear seat passengers, and the 
convenience of entrance and exit 
are all items which we feel are 
worthy of note.” 


Bishop explained that the $20 
per word offer is made seriously. 
He hopes that someone will turn 
in a name which exactly fits the 
coupe, and one which the com- 
pany could make familiar to 
everyone through advertising. 


Fair 
Long Island Daily Press and 
Long Island Star-Journal are 
co-operating in offering a free- 
rooming house service for New 
York’s world fair visitors. 
Long Island home owners, all 


within five-mile radius of the 
exposition, have listed their 
rooms with the Long Island 
Newspapers Rooming Bureau. 
Reservations are being guaran- 
teed at standard rate of $1.50 
per person per night with spe- 
cial arrangements for kids. 


Hefty 

Fleming Mfg. Co. is opening the 
largest advertising drive in his- 
tory on its Fram Oil and Motor 
Cleaner, according to Steven B. 


Wilson, president. Handled by 
Willard G. Myers agency. 
Full-page ads will run in 


national mags, starting this month. 
Tied in with this will be special 
spring drives through dealers, 
with large posters emphasizing 
importance of spring checkup. 
Large space advertising in busi- 
ness papers, plus co-operative ra- 
dio and newspaper splurge, will 
support dealer drive. 


Book 


Automobile’s work in destroy- 
ing isolation of America’s smaller 
communities, and Henry Ford’s 
initiative in linking farm and fac- 
tory, are stressed in Ralph L. 
Wood’s “America Reborn,” a study 








PRELUDE to Studebaker’s dealer-distributor in Detroit this week, at which 
details of the new low-priced Studebaker Champion were given. Left to 


right, Pete 
with Roche, 
Time’s Detroit office. 


Wemhoff, 4th Dimensionist; Morrow Krum, Studebaker’s publicist 
Williams & Cunnyngham agency, and Ben Etter, head of N. Y. 


—Photo by Norman York 





of industrial decentralization is- 
sued by Longmans, Green & Co., 
New York. 

Author, an_ industrial _ traffic 
authority of N. Y., also discusses 
overhead costs, etc. He’s brother 
of H. W. Woods jr., of McCann- 
Erickson agency. 


Chatter 


Frank J. McDevitt succeeds 


Joseph M. Whalen, resigned, as 
automobile advertising manager of 
the Philadelphia Record ... CBS 
issues a comprehensive survey of 
its rural audience in “RFD” just 
concluded by Hooper - Holmes 
Bureau, Inc... . True Story is cir- 
culating a neat bar chart of non- 
relief urban families’ buying ac- 
tivity (chart is size 3% by 2% 
inches). 





THIS PICTURE / 


@ A view like this should never be distorted. It won't be if you use L*O*F 
Safety PLATE Glass in making replacements for your car owners. Eyestrain 
and fatigue will be minimized for both driver and passengers—the comfort 
and enjoyment of motoring increased. 


And you will make a larger profit. 
L:O-F Safety PLATE Glass is a Jaminated glass that provides the 


greatest available protection from the danger of broken, flying pieces. And it 
is easier to see through because it is made from glass that is carefully ground 
to eliminate waviness and distortion—and then polished to a mirror-like 
brilliance. Its sparkling beauty lends distinction to any car. 

Motorists, everywhere, recognize the L*O-F emblem etched on the 
glass as a symbol of highest quality. And because of its superior features, 
L-O-F Safety PLATE Glass is selected by the majority of motorcar man- 
ufacturers as original equipment. Libbey-OwensFord Glass Company, Toledo. 
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Car, Truck Declarations 


Offset Parts Firms’ Losses 


Special to Automotive News 


1the like month of last year. This 


NEW YORK.—When all the div- | brought the total for this group 


idends declared in the first two 
months of this year are paid to 
stockholders in automotive com- 
panies, exclusive of tire manufac- 
turers, the disbursements will 
amount to more than 70 percent 
in excess of the amount declared 
in the like period of last year and 
will be back within striking dis- 
tance of 1937 payments. 

With car and truck companies 
declaring more than twice as much 
for stockholders in February as a 
year ago, a decrease in the divi- 





Stock Averages 


Last This Year 
Week Week Change Ago 
24 motors .. 32.62 33.31 +0.69 21.76 
10 car-truck cos. 33.60 34.33 +-0.73 22.86 
10 parts-access. 26.56 26.98 -+0.42 19.85 
4 tire-rubbers .. 28.53 29.11 +0.58 18.32 








dends voted by parts and acces- 
sory manufacturers was more than 
offset. 


Declarations last month by the 
car and truck companies called for 
disbursements amounting to $30,- 
320,000, comparing with only $14,- 
090,000 for the same companies in 


Increase Needed 
In Steel Prices, 


Republic Avers 


YOUNGSTOWN, O.—“Increased 
prices throughout the steel indus- 
try are sorely needed to permit a 
reasonable return on investment,” 
says the joint statement to stock- 
holders by T. M. Girdler, chairman 
of the board, and R. J. Wysor, 
president of Republic Steel Corp. 

Republic’s sales of $141,933,466 
were about 55 percent of the 1937 
volume, when sales totaled $252,- 
443,626. This resulted in a net loss 
of $7,997,825 against a net profit 
of $9,044,147 the year before. Rate 
of operations averaged about 37 
percent. 

“Price reductions throughout the 
industry were made in June with- 
out decrease in labor costs and 
further reductions were made Oct. 
1 on some products which affected 
a considerable part of the tonnage 
sold the latter part of the year,” 
the annual report stated. 





evra t “yOu” PW: e 
A NAME NOT A 
ROOM NUMBER 





Here “you” are recognized as an individual 
personality, not just another number on 
hotel records. 


Every comfort in the atmosphere of Chicago's 
newest convenuon horel is yours — New and 
beautuful rooms and suites—each outside—each 
equipped with both cub 
and shower baths, circu- 
lating ice water and 
Servidor—three colorful 
Chicago's 
smartest cocktail lounge 
- every «¢ onceivable 
facility and service. 


Despite the high char- 
acter of this fine hotel, 
tariffs are moderate. 


Adjacent to the shopping 
and commercial centers 


ALLAN G. HURST, Manager sarah 
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for the first two months to $31,- 
405,000, comparing with $15,570,- 
000 in the like 1938 period. 


Parts and accessory declarations 
last month amounted to $2,870,000 
as against $4,390,000 in the like 
period of last year. For the first 
two months parts and accessory 
dividends amounted to $4,870,000, 
comparing with $5,510,000 a year 
ago. 

Total declarations last month 
amounted to $33,190,000, as against 
$18,390,000 a year ago, bringing 
the aggregate for the first two 
months of this year to $36,275,000, 
comparing with $21,080,000 a year 
ago. In the first two months of 
1937, the aggregate was something 
over $40,000,000. 


Declarations Made 

Bohn Aluminum & Brass has 
declared a dividend of 25 cents, 
payable Apr. 1 to stock of record 
Mar. 15 and Borg-Warner has de- 
clared a similar amount, payable 
Apr. 1 to stock of record Mar. 17. 
Ex-Cell-O Corp. has declared 20 
cents a share, payable Apr. 1 to 
record date of Mar. 10 and Mus- 
kegon Piston Ring has declared 
35 cents a share, payable Mar. 31 
to stock of record Mar. 13. 


Briggs Manufacturing has de- 
clared 25 cents a share, payable 
Mar. 30 to record Mar. 17 and 
Modine Mfg. has declared a sim- 
ilar amount, payable Mar. 20 to 
record Mar. 10. Pharis Tire & 
Rubber declared 15 cents, payable 
Mar. 20 to record Mar. 6. Square 
D will pay 15 cents on Mar. 31 to 
record Mar. 20 and Thompson 
Products will pay 25 cents on Apr. 
1 to stockholders of record Mar. 
20. U. S. Rubber will pay $2 a 
share on its 8 percent preferred 
stock on Mar. 24 to record of Mar. 
10 and another similar amount on 
June 23 to record of June 9. Wau- 
kesha Motors has declared 25 
cents, payable Apr. 1 to record 
Mar. 15. 


Dividends Are Listed 
Other recent declarations 
clude: 


Briggs & Stratton 75 cents, pay- 
able Mar. 15 to record Mar. 3; 
Midland Steel Products, $2 on first 
preferred, and 50 cents on $2 pre- 
ferred, both payable Apr. 1 to rec- 
ord Mar. 3; Thermoid, 40 cents, 
payable Mar. 15 to record Mar. 2; 
United-Carr Fastener, 20 cents, 
payable Mar. 15 to record Mar. 4; 
Ross Gear & Tool, 30 cents, pay- 
able Apr. 1 to record Mar. 20. 


In the stock market, shares of 
the automotive companies have 
continued to make some headway 
in recent trading. Although these 
stocks did not move ahead in the 
past week as fast as in the pre- 
ceding period, they held the pre- 
vious gains and in some instances 
were able to register further gains. 
Averages were up fractionally in 
each division. 

Favorable news from Detroit on 
the trend of sales at the beginning 
of the spring season had much to 
do with giving strength to the mo- 
tor list. 


in- 


Bakelite Sets Displays 
At N. Y. World’s Fair 


NEW YORK.—Increasing impor- 
tance of plastics to the automo- 
tive industry will be revealed to 
New York World’s Fair visitors 
by animated displays of the Bake- 
lite Corp. There will be special 
exhibits illustrating plastics use in 
the construction of numerous 
automotive parts. 

Visitors will be 
portunity to press push buttons 
under each part, lighting up a 
transparency to show just where 


given the op- 


ism is located in their automo- 
biles. Other exhibit booths of the | 
Bakelite Corp. will similarly 
| dramatize the importance of plas- 
| tics to aircraft, machinery and 


‘ varied other industries. 


| M. W. McConkey 
each particular piece of mechan- | 
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THIS PHOTO conveys an idea, of the way Los Angeles turned out to help 
Earle C. Anthony, California Packard distributor, celebrate his 35th anni- 


versary in automobile business. 


rooms during the three-day flower show. 


Nearly 25,000 people flocked to the show- 


A popular coast radio program, 


broadcast from the rear showrooms the first evening, is the center of attrac- 


tion in this picture. 





Willys-Overland Reports 
Feb. Factory Sales Up 997% 


TOLEDO.—An increase of 99.79 
percent in factory sales of Willys- 
Overland cars during February, as 
compared to February, 1938, was 
reported this week by officials of 
Willys-Overland Motors, Inc. The 
increase includes both domestic and 
export business of the company. 


Joseph W. Frazer, new president 
of the company, reported that 358 
new dealers and distributors have 
been appointed recently. Many of 
these new retail outlets, he said, 


Aviation Officials 
To Hear Mason’s 


Talk BeforeSAE 


NEW YORK.—tThe nation’s top- 
flight aeronautic engineers will 
hear G. Grant Mason jr., a member 
of the Civil Aeronautics Authority, 
speak on “American Aviation in 
World Affairs” at the banquet cli- 
maxing the National Aeronautic 
Meeting of the Society of Auto- 
motive Engineers in Hotel Wash- 
ington, Washington, D. C., on Mar. 
16 and 17. 

Introducing Mason will be Rear 
Admiral Emory S. Land, chairman 
of the United States Maritime 
Commission. Col. Paul Weeks, 
chairman of the SAE Washington 
Section, will preside. 

The seven technical sessions of 
this two-day meeting will bring to 
light the results of months of re- 
search on current aircraft and air- 
craft-engine problems, according to 
John A. C. Warner, secretary and 
general manager of the society. 
Aircraft design, production meth- 
ods, safety, economy, and tests, are 
a few of the subjects to be dis- 
cussed by the experts. 

Presenting papers will be repre- 
sentatives of the National Advisory 
Committee for Aeronautics, the 
Naval Aircraft Factory, the Na- 
tional Bureau of Standards, the 
Civil Aeronautics Authority, and 
of major aircraft and aircraft- 
engine manufacturers and airline 
operators. 


McConkey Elected Head 
Of Hydraulic Brake Co. 


DETROIT.—M. W. McConkey 
has been elected president of 
Hydraulic Brake Co., a_ subsidi- 
ary of Bendix Aviation Corp. 

McConkey has 
been associated 
with the Bendi« 
interests as pat- 
ent counsel since 
the incorporation 
of Bendix Brake 
Co. in 1925, and 
has been in close 
touch with the 
Hydraulic Brake 
Co. since its af- 
filiation with 
Bendix. McCon- 
key succeeds Don 








# 


|O. Scott, president of Hydraulic 
since its inception. Scott has 
resigned to take over the full- 


time management of Bendix Home 
Appliances, Inc., of South Bend, 
a separate organization. 


cover territory having important 
sales possibilities. 

The outlook at the Willys-Over- 
land at the present time, Frazer 
said, is exceptionally bright and 
should enable the company to make 


. j 
a marked improvement over last | 
year with the consequent increase | 


in employment. 

Books 
Willys-Overland last year paid 
total wages of $2,436,000 and spent 
$5,569,010 for material, supplies 
and machinery. Taxes amounted 
to $358,223, totaling more than 


$100 for each of the company’s | sesrisnstcinanaencasiacei 
‘Covered Wagon 


3,488 employes. 

Current assets of Willys-Over- 
land as of Dec. 31, 1938, were $3,- 
350,073, including $508,324 in cash 
and demand deposits and $2,675,- 
174 in inventories. Current assets 
exceeded liabilities by $2,057,917. 
In addition to its current assets, 
the company had $10,616,986 in 
property, plant and equipment, 
$173,909 in deferred charges and 
$59,834 in other assets. 

Net sales of the company in the 
last three months of 1938, accord- 
ing to the statement filed with the 
Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion, totaled $2,750,732, during 
which the 1939 model was intro- 
duced. 


Detroit Car Sales 
During Feb. Rise 
Sharply Over 38 


DETROIT.—New car sales 
Wayne County (Detroit) during 
February totalled 4,264 units, 
which compares with 2,641 regis- 
trations during the same month 
of 1938, and 5,043 in January of 
this year. 


in 


Truck registrations totalled 344 | 


units, as against 286 in the cor- 
responding month of last year. 

Car sales by companies were as 
follows: Ford 926; Chevrolet 718; 
Plymouth 526; Dodge 495; Buick 
367; Pontiac 205; Oldsmobile 149; 
Mercury 174; Chrysler 121; Hud- 
son 141; 
Zephyr 85; Packard 66; Nash 62; 
Cadillac-LaSalle 52; Studebaker 
24; Graham 14; Willys-Overland 
4; Hupmobile 1. 


New Ford Dealer 


LYONS, Ga.—Brice-Horne, Inc., has 
succeeded the Brice Motor Co. as Ford 
dealer here. 


- 
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January, 1938. 


|matic casings amounted to 4,581. 


of the company show | 





De Soto 99; Lincoln- | 
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| Tire Shipments | 
Reach Highest |, 

. es : I 

Point Since °37|*:' 

NEW YORK.—Shipments of] “4 
pneumatic casings during January suck 
reached the highest level since Feb. milli 
ruary, 1937, according to statistics} Ve 
issued by the Rubber Manufag. | 54% 


turers Association, Inc. Number} } if 
of units shipped amounted t, 
4,163,005 and, while this was less 
than 1 percent above shipments jp 
December, it was 70 percent above 


Shipments of casings to automo. 
bile manufacturers, 1,685,190 units 
reflected the slightly seasonal cur. 
tailment in that industry as be. 
tween December and January, but 
were over 1,000,000 units above 
original equipment shipments jn 
January, 1938. 


January replacement shipments, 
2,353,822 units, were only slightly 
above December, but were 39 per. 
cent above January, 1938. 


Export sales for January 
amounted to 123,993 units, an in- 
crease of 26.3 percent over Decem- 
ber and were 29.7 percent above 
January, 1938. Production of pnev- 

























380 units, a decrease of 3.1 percent 
under December, but were 70 per- 
cent over January, 1938. 
Pneumatic casings in the hands 
of manufacturers Jan. 31 were 8. 
932,245 units. This compares with 


8,451,390 on hand Dec. 31, and 
10,801,278 on hand January 3}, 
1938. 


Offers Trailer 


For Residence}, 


MOUNT CLEMENS, Mich.—En- 
tering a new field, Covered Wagon 
Co. has announced introduction 0 
a wider, larger trailer specially de-J™str 
signed for residential purposes andj®une 
selling at a price below $900. a iD 


The new model, which supple- 
ments the company’s present line 
of trailers, is 7 feet 6 inches wide r 
outside and 21 feet over all inj’ 2° 
length, with a body length of 19} *° 
feet. The floor plan provides for jloym 
a large living room, an improvedj™ing 
dinette-kitchenette combination andj the 
several innovations in equipment ould 
and interior beauty. itions 

The new residential trailer has}?rat 
876.46 cubic feet of interior space)? 
as compared with 716.89 on thej*rea: 
22-foot Custom Covered WagonJ%id._ 
according to Arthur G. Sherman, 
president. 

The model has the same general 
body lines and many of the con- 
struction features of other Covered 
Wagons, and is mounted on an all- 
steel chassis frame with spring 
steel drawbar and coupler hitch. 
The exteriors are painted in two- 
tone colors. An innovation in roo! 
construction provides an overlap- 
ping seal at the roof line. The em 
tire trailer is insulated with spun 
glass. 


| 
| 
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DISTINCTIVE 


Discriminating travelers enjoy 
the perfect service, beautiful 


appointments, refined atmos: _ 
phere and convenient location an 
of this world-famous hotel. || ments 





A. S. Kirkeby, Managing Director 
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the next 10 years we'll say 150,- 
y00. As late as 1923 I remember 
t | fought mud from California to 
96m | st. Louis, then had to ship my car 
Di | via freight to Indianapolis. 

“All I want to say is that any 


ts of gcker who has driven over one 


luary} illion miles since 1902 would 
Feb. have had to average well over 
Asties 3,000 miles per year from Jan. 
fac. 1, 1928, to Jan. 1, 1939. So-oo0-o 
'mber} “nt here I dispute these million- 
: Ba mile guys. I’m from Missouri— 


they got to show me. I have heard 
about turning odometers back but 
never about turning them ahead. 
Eh? 

“Your bicycle experiences in 
the Saga are very interesting, you 


its in 
above 


tomo- 
units, 


2 gid pace-following sleigh-rider.— 
, ns You know me—Barney Oldfield, 
above | Los Angeles. ‘ ‘ 


=e GRANTED there are exceptions 


to every rule and in this instance 
this may be one of them. So in 
rebuttal I offer you the testimony 
of Ray McNamara, who, in the 
earlier days, Was just as famous 
inhis specialty as was Oldfield on 
the tracks and speedways, a man 


Tractor Works 


nents, 
ightly 
) per- 


nuary 
an in- 
ecem- 
above 
pneu- 


4,581,- . 
ern Of International 
per- 
To Be Enlarged 
hands 


ore 8.) CHIC4.GO.—A_ $3,000,000 mod- 
s withjenization program for its tractor 
|, andjworks in Chicago is included in 
ry 3ihe International Harvester Co’s., 
urrent schedule of plant re- 
tabilitation and rearrangement. 
The local plant modernization 
wogram, begun in 1938, will ex- 
nd through this year and prob- 
bly will not be completed until 
ome time in 1940. 
NCE} including outlay for plant mod- 
—Enpmization programs already an- 
Wagon nounced at Rock Island, IIl., and 
Hion offlilwaukee, and $1,000,000 for new 
lly de-f™struction in the recently an- 
es andjunced motor truck engine plant 
0. n Indianapolis, the Harvester 
naan ompany’s present plant modern- 
at lies tion and new construction 
2 wiki shedule involves the expenditure 
‘all fs tf about $12,000,000. 
of 19] No immediate increase in em- 
les forfoyment at the tractor manufac- 
provedjuing plant is expected as a result 
‘on andj! the modernization program, but 
ipment}iould improved business con- 
itions later on step up the plant 

ler hasf?erations to be enlarged capacity, 
- space, mployment would be materially 
on thereased over the present, it was 
Wagon,|2id. 
erman, 
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By Chris 
Sinsabaugh 


who spent at least 25 years of his 
life piloting test cars and driving 
in reliability runs. Ray is now a 
parts engineer for the Chrysler 
Corp. parts division and just a se- 
date citizen who today is satisfied 
with the average mileage of the 
average car owner. I knew him 
when, so naturally I turned to him 


for the rebuttal. 
* * * 


McNAMARA is mileage-wealthy, 
according to his testimony. He’s 
claiming not only a million miles 
but a million and a half. Which 
sounds possible, if you know the 
man as I do. He started his career 
as a test driver for Premier of 
Indianapolis in the spring of 1903, 
his job being to take the car out 
on the road and run the tail off 
of it. He was on the go all the 
time, gathering information for 
the engineers. In addition to this 
he was a competitor in many of 
the famous reliability contests of 
those early days. He drove in five 
Glidden tours, from 1906 to 1910, 
and in the 1910 classic he won the 
Glidden trophy for Premier, only 
to be disqualified because the 
technical committee found the 
oiler on his car was not strictly 
stock, a mere technicality, and 
Chalmers was given first place. 

* * * 


DRIVING FROM 1903 to 1915 
for Premier, McNamara estimates 
he covered 750,000 miles. Then, 
in 1915 he signed up with Max- 
well and road-tested that car un- 
til 1924 when he switched to 
Chrysler until 1928. It was noth- 
ing unusual for him to drive 800 
to 900 miles a day in the later 
years, he says, which made his 
odometer work overtime in 
throughly testing out the engi- 
neers’ ideas as to performance. 

But here’s the pay-off: Mc- 
Namara claims he never bought a 
gallon of gasoline until 1925. Be- 
fore that the company he was 
driving for footed the bills. 

* a 


AFTER HEARING the pros and 
cons of argument, Oldfield and 
McNamara, I still contend that it 
is easier to make a million dollars 
than a million miles in an automo- 
bile. It’s a life work to run up a 
mileage count like this. Why, out 
at General Motors’ proving grounds 
at Milford, Mich., they pick out 
Bill Hance as a shining example. 
Bill is mileage tops at Milford. In 
the 13 years the proving grounds 
have been in operation, Hance 
claims to have driven 75,000 miles 
a year or a grand total of 965,000 
miles. To do this he has had to 
drive 300 miles a day, five days a 
week and eight hours a day. And 
it is estimated that in these 13 
years all the GM drivers combined 
have ground out 70,000,000 miles. 

* a + 


OF COURSE, in aviation it is a 
different story, for the ships fly at 
three and four times the speed of 
the automobiles. So I get it from 
Frank Burg, Detroit district man- 
ager of American Airlines, that in 


the 10 years the company has | 


been operating, 85 percent of its 165 
pilots has qualified for the millon- 


mile class. The average of each is | 


1,039,750 miles. 

Joe Glass is the mileage ace. 
Joe flies from Fort Worth to Los 
Angeles—I flew with him the last 


time I winged it to California— | 


and I’m told that in 15,837 flying 
hours, which includes four years 
before he joined up with Cyrus 
Rowlett Smith’s outfit, his mile- 
age count is 1,979,625. His aver- 
age speed has been 125 miles per 


hour, for in the early days the | 


ships did not travel so fast as they 
do today. Right now Joe is doing 
190 miles per hour. 


The average American Airlines | 


pilot flies 85 hours a month at 190 
miles per hour, or 16,150 miles a 
month and 193,800 miles a year. 
They have been doing this for the 
last five years. 


Limits Capacity 
DES MOINES, Ia.—A bill designed to 
plug a leak in the Iowa state gasoline 
tax act, by limiting capacity of trans 
port trucks to 1,200 gallons, passed the 
Iowa state senate. this week. 







UPON the return of Tom Ray, Pacific Coast regional manager, from a re- 
gional managers’ meeting at the Pontiac factory, he called in the zone man- 
agers for a conference—and the logical gathering place was the Pontiac sec- 


tion of the General Motors Exhibit in 
Island, San Francisco. Left to right, 
Pacific Northwest; sitting, 


Denver zone manager; A. M. Sanders, 


S. Grumbache, budget director of Pontiac Motor Division; Tom Ray, and C. G. 


Riley, Los Angeles zone manager. 





Dodge’s Goodwill Truck 


Reaches Lima Terminal 


LIMA, Peru.—Having narrowly 
skirted an earthquake and survived 
the perils of hundreds of miles of 
primitive roads in southwestern 
Mexico, where guard-rails are non- 
existent and 2,000-foot precipices 
are uncomfortable realities, the 
Dodge International Good-Will 
Truck has arrived at its southern- 
most terminal. 


Both the character of some of 
the roads traversed and the neces- 
sity for transporting the truck by 
steamer from Acapulco, south 
Mexican seaport on the Pacific, to 
Callao, seaport of entry to Lima, 
pointedly directed attention to the 
objective of the truck’s long south- 
|ward journey, to emphasize the 
need for highway facilities to com- 
mercially link the republics of 
North, South and Central America. 
| Aboard the SS. Santa Clara the 
truck established a precedent by 
| having its radiator decorated with 
a special “King Neptune” certifi- 
cate—customarily reserved for pas- 
sengers making their first crossing 
of the equator. 


The earthquake, which the truck 
and its two passengers skirted by 
a narrow margin, spread damage 
| between Taxco and Mexico City. 

On arrival in Peru the truck and 
its two passengers were accorded 
a civic welcome by governmental 
and municipal representatives 
headed by President Oscar Benevi- 
des. After a tour of the “High- 
way in the Sky” which traverses 
the “Roof of the World” high up 
in the Andes, the truck will take 


New Sodus 
Of Tag Prices 


Sought in Ala. 


MONTGOMERY, Ala.—Ad val- 
orem taxes on automobiles would 
be abolished by a bill introduced 
in the Alabama senate by Sen- 
ator James A. Simpson, and license 
tag prices of $7 and $12 would be 
established instead. 

All cars weighing 2,400 pounds 
or less would pay $7 and those 
weighing more than this $12. 
Senator Simpson said that, while 
the measure is not sponsored by 
the administration and that he 
expects opposition, he believes the 
new price schedule would bring 
the state more revenue than it 
now receives from tags and ad 
valorem taxes. 

The present tag schedule is as 
follows: A, 2,000 pounds or less 
$5; B, 2,000 to 2,500, $9; C, 2,500 
to 3,500 pounds $13; D, over 3,250 
pounds, $18. 








Dodge Tesues Booklet 
About Diesel Trucks 


ithe transportation world 





aid and added impetus by an illus- 
| trated booklet, “Dodge and Diesel.” 
| Copy of the booklet may be ob- 


department of the Dodge division 
of Chrysler Corp., Detroit. 

The texts presented in “Dodge 
and Diesel” explain and drawings 


illustrate what the diesel engine is | 


and how it operates as compared 
with the conventional gasoline 
| engine. 








Bob Smith of the GM exhibit; 


DETROIT.—Current interest of | 
in the | 
Diesel engine is given educational | 


|tained by writing the truck sales | 





Okla. Carriers 
Ask Adoption of 


Uniform Rules 


OKLAHOMA CIT Y.—With 
abolishment of ports of entry al- 
ready on the administration pro- 
gram, Associated Motor Carriers 
of Oklahoma have asked adoption 
of another step in interstate truck- 
ing co-operation—a set of uniform 
sizes and weights recommended 
by the American Assn. of State 
Highway Officials. 

Fred Cline, association manager, 
has advised, “Uniform size and 
weight rules are necessary as a 
fundamental prerequisite of high- 
way design, as an important fac- 
tor in highway safety, to re- 
move from highways undesirable 
equipment.” 

They call for overall width 
of 8 feet; height, 12 feet, 6 in- 
ches; length of single units, 35 
feet, of trailer combinations, 45 
feet; axle weight on high pressure 
pneumatic tire trucks, 16,000 
pounds; wheel loads of 8,000 
pounds for high pressure, and 
9,000 pounds for low pressure 
tires. 


the Vacationland building on Treasure 
standing, L. W. Ward, zone manager 
Dan O’Madigan, 
Northern California zone manager; E. 


on a “pay load” of Peruvian an- 
tiquities and artifacts, which it will 
carry back via Mexico to the New 
York World’s Fair. 





Se err 


Latta l ita 


The PICTURE Paper For Service Men 


Sib eee 2 


51,000 


* COPIES. 





Number? 





“1Velume 1 MARCH, 1939 








A car equipped with a 
PUROLATOR 


is a better car to sell! 


PUROLATOR 





she 
sonprtomet Shing ts beep 


A iwars Check thy Dil for Clrantiners as Well ax Quantity 





MOTOR VAPROVEMENTS, inc. 
wmaware mew sneerr 
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e JUST OFF THE PRESS @ 


60,000 copies of the second issue—March—are in the mails. Service 
men who received the first issue can’t help but like this one even 
better. The pages are laid out more smartly; the series pictures are 
easier to follow; the features are again key-numbered, and there’s 


|another handy self-mailer enclosed for getting additional information 


about the things that “click” with the reader. Fifty percent more ad- 
vertisers parade their products, too, this month. All of which confirms 
the general opinion expressed in hundreds of letters: “You’ve got 
something there!” 
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Safeguarded by a service that 1s 


NATIONWIDE! 


T= DEALER who finances through C. I. T. 
enjoys all the advantages of local service and 
at the same time his customer is safeguarded by 
facilities which are nationwide in scope. An im- 
portant point now that cross-country travel is so 
popular! In the matter of insurance adjustments, 
for instance, there is ready assistance at any C.I.T. 
office anywhere... any time. 

Add to these advantages the popularity of the 
C. I. T. Budget Plan with its low rates and flexible 
terms and you will know why so many dealers 
prefer it. ‘‘Use the C.I. T. Budget Plan’’ is a 
suggestion that often helps close the sale. 

Still other ways in which C.I.T. helps you are: 
prompt, on-the-spot credit investigation. Friendly, 
tactful customer contact. Immediate purchase of 
acceptable paper by office near you. Ample funds 
for all requirements. C.1.T. service is not subject 
to local or regional economic disturbances. 


C.1.T. is the world’s largest independent sales financing 
institution, established in 1908, serving dealers and pur- 
chasers everywhere through more than 180 local branch 
offices... each a self-contained fully-functioning unit. 


“Griendly and Efficient” 


—dealers call C.1. T. service 


Cu T. 


Sales Financing Service 


Commercial Investment Trust Incorporated 
C.1I.T. Corporation, New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco 
Universal Credit Company 
Canadian Acceptance Corp., Limited 
Commercial Factors Corporation 
William Iselin & Co., Inc. 
Meinhard, Greeff & Co., Inc. 
National Surety Corporation 
Subsidiary companies of 


COMMERCIAL INVESTMENT 
TRUST CORPORATION 
One Park Avenue « New York City 





